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f ' Chriftian Trader. 

fince^tbht there rvasfent unn 
me, a hok imituledy inde^ 
pendency a great fchifine^^ 
the fromi fleece farther fro^ 
mifethy undertaken to be mannagei agam^ 
pmething written hy me, in a treatife a^ 
hout the trne nature effchifmep fuhitjbed 
about a yeare agoe^y wifh an addition of a 
charge of in^onpancy in opinion^ upon my 
lfelfe;f^the one, and the otner, the enfueing 
I dipourfe mU give a farther and fuUac^ 
count. Coming unto my hands atfuch dfea^ 
fon^ wherein y as it U knowne^ l nfospreffed 
with more then ordinary occafions of fun-* 
• dryfortSyl thought to have^dcfcrred the ex^ 
Amination of it , untiH farther leafure 
might be obtained y fufpofmg that fome 
faire advantage would be aJmmf fired I 

^3 



r, .' ^ •^'■^^ 
it^ h^jifarther ChrifiUn debate^ efthst 

'd(fc/fverj ff truth , and tender offeace^ 

pmch tn mj TreatJfe I had made • £»^. 

^gaging into a curforj perufallofit^ I found 

the Reverend C^uthors defighe] anddtf- 

courfe, fo he of -that Tendency^ and na-^ 

ture^ as did not require^ nor would admit 

tfany fudf delay: His manifold mtfiakes 

in apprehending the intention of my Trea-- 

4ifc and of the feveralls of it His open 

frefumption of his owne principles y 4s the- 

fourfe. and faring of xvhat pretends to ht 

argumentative in his difcourfe, arbitrarily 

infer rtng from theni^ without iht leajl a t- 

tef^pt Of proof ey whatever tenders its af/i- 

fiance to cajl reproach on them with whom 

he hath to do^ his negleStin providing a 

defence for himfelfe by any prsncipttt not 

aafily turnd upon him , again fi the fame 

chdrge which he is pleafea to mannagea- 

gainfi me : His avowea laying the foun'- 

dat/on of his whole fabrick ^ in the f and 

of not oriouflj falfe fuppo^tions^ quickly de^ 

Uvered me from the thoughts of any ne-^ 

ceffity to delay the confideration of what 

he tendrea to make good the Title of his dtf^ 

courje. 
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€if^\ei The open and fi^Mifefiihfurf 41^9^^^ 
4f0 mlj to my fdfe:^ ii^ laying thingi^'"^ 
fhargtmhich I knotP mt^ fading mJl^mf 
refrf4€h€S^t€nding to d rendrihg ofme'M^ 
Offs to >aU\thtnumfietfdnd churches trithe 
worldy'nof agreeing irith me in fom^ftw 
thirds emmning Cojj^i^i adminiflratlori5\ 
htt alfa to all other chttrches and firfoH^ 
0f the fdme,jt$dgmemwith tHyfelf^^ called 
jfor 4.:ff€edy accoi^nto^ true'&aU of 
oh$hif^'cfiniended about. ^ i 

ihou hift therefore here chriftidtfJCra^ 
der the frodtUt ( thrmgh the grati of 
him f^hofufflyethji^dto the (oi^r]) r4f 
the (fare houres, offoWe or fve daitii^tn 
VfUcbffact. of. time this enfutng kiftoVtff 
Wi$s b^ufi mdpnifjhed: JExfeB no^th^^ 
fore amy thing front it ^ ^but what ii nithf^ 
fdry fotJhenfMtamn^ofthebooky i»hep^ 
unto it is off fed •, and as to that end 
and purpofe, I lea^citto thy firiifcPjuJ^ 
went. Only 7 Jhall defire thee to take no^ 
tice , that having < k^pt ' my felfe (p a 
bare defence , / have re folvedly forborne 
all recharge on the Presbyterian iv4y , ei- 
ther as to the whole of it^ whence by way r^ 

c/3f ^ difimcii 



diJHnffhf$ aU fi called^ ifr dsfdtheJHft^ 

renews tn )udgmem and frd&ife of them 

whofrofeQe wafsMy^ among ikimfelves^ 

spbich at this dajMtbin this anJtke^ neigh^ 

hoitr nation , art mort and great er ^ ihem 

^m that our ^i^Jkor hath as fct keen Me 

to find amongfi thin tvhomhedothfrin-' 

eip^ly offofe. As she enfringfiyeets roere 

mmofi wrought of s^ th freffty ther^came, 

^4 myJ^Md a Vindication of that eminent 

fervant of God dWr ^ohn Cottony from 

the u^ufi imputations and charge of the 

Reverend ferfon wth whom I have now Po 

d^y : wf^ten hy himfelfe not iongheforehu 

deaths The ofporjunity of fuMijhingthat 

difconrfcy with thcenfueingy heiugthenlojf, 

I though meet to let the Reader kneWy tpat 

d flfort feafon^ will ij^nijh him with it. 

fartwtllyandlovtttrmhy andfeace^ 

Ch: Ch: Colli Oxo^-, 
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A V I N D r<*2 A TI ON 

OF THE TREAt i$£ 
aboiit the ,trqe -nature of 
' SCBiSME.&c , 
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CHAP. I. 

* " ■ 

He prefeflf State of things in' 
I' the Chrifihn world , will on a 
flight cbnfidcration yeeld this 
account of controvei'fies in Re-* 
ligion; that when they are driven to fuch 
an iffue^as by f brraigne coincidences to be 
r Sdered the inter eft of parties at variance,, 
there is nbt any great fucdeffe to be ob- 
tained by a mangagement 6i th6, though 
with never fo much evidence and convi* 
^on of truth* Ananfwering ofthepra- 
feflion that is on us^ by a good and law- 
full meanes , the p^ing of that homage 
and tribute we oy^e tp thQ truth , the ten- 

B drin'' 



I ;dring of affiftanceto the fafc-guatding 

I [ of (ovQefpeahr pvpfeflours thereoj^ from 

^ the fofbifincs mi violence of adyeria- 

riesj Is the moft ttiat in fuch a pofture 

^ of thi^gjj liie ©oft fober writers ^Ccn^ 

*r ^'i/trr/J^j; can well aime. at . 

Vah'ipknning oVft of men to the ttath 
we feekk.to maiot^fte , 'whei^^y have 
\ beenepr<i^4^iin?uiGj)p00tionuntoit5 
* ' without the alteration of the outward 
ftate of things^nvh$nteidieir engagements 
have infenfibly fprungand rifen, is not 
9rdinaa:ily to be -e%)e^d 4 Morvr-ftrrc I 
was Irocn ^y fuch thoughts in the vow' 
f^g^ publiftipig-iijy Treatife of the 
nature 'ff^ ScHifme^ I ^dared in Xxindry 
paiT^^in xlx tpeatifeits Mie^ Though 
the thi^ c<^ende4about , wl^pever is 
retenid^ -to the -contraiy 2, wUlttot be 
'oundamongft (he 4^/';«^4f ^/^^ h^ds 
of our^Rdigion^ yiet-kneWiog how farrc 

of i45ver«ill forts of ,maa^^ ingageth(hem 
to^bide by the pcindples thw^WM ifl 
l:e£e):enoe; thereunt^^ , IL was fo ^re &a 
liopii^g^o iee ^eed4y ^PK i^ifik^ tivks 

th 



(5^ 

the efficade of the truth I h^ f9^ag$4 

th?t I promised my fflft * VigKJfPUS 

^©ppofition, uihIU pom ^fgefit Krovir 

fpirits ^Qul4mk^ my % ^^§ gec^^ip^ 

Ff fi^ly^ I lef? it ^ ^e,k4ff4 (?Jt bit»,wbpfe 

jieffe p^t^ned, tp d^j^pfe o^^ »«fih j^$ 
il'uef afl4 eye^ts jt ^f]l^4r«« I epor 
tefle togwii^ f^eraUpi^i^ $p j^ ft»*- 
ffr^ 10 W^pp^&i^^ntp if, }m^ m^ 

w^l !aW^ f'Cymnfff¥r4 fi;^mAYfe»h»4 

jhe$r$ |j((^i»l«/rQf i^VWJPJy pti€. Prpbjk- 
Hl^ityifaft it pi| $feqpi , «^o l^f^ 09 
thepfelv,?? ifl tt|»: p«arfiA frmmftk 

preh^nsl :P£iy H^ fm )9My d»xgt^\>k 
yskk. «*?^i^Hty,if J thoHgbl t4»f 

pring^lf.?^ 4^flie|<$ ;!««i(^ f prii Cnppgiredi 
p:»«ti> m thprffofifioofce .nay .aipw M 
fiaajf 6|«fi«g gt itlve p^itdictf ^ vam 

I ftpj^i^tts Hnfo fey at .i:fi<:?pf ipn mi efta* 
l4iftHD^t.pfjtb4^tiui«(MFj^£i:^/^6vtk^cb 



^ f4> / 

I had ajTerted* 

Mens contentednelTe to make ufe 
of their quietnette ih reference to 
Pofer^^ Sofinianifin^ Af^miniamfm^ dai- 
ly vented amongft us ^ unlefTe it were in 
iome declamaton exf regions againft their 
Tdtrafion^ whicn coft no more than they 
are worth , it ihak^n off by ^ffeedj en- 
gagement againft my treatife , confirmed 
Inch thoughts in mee. After therefoireit 
hadpaffed in the world for fome feafon, 
and had found acceptance with many 
learned dnd godly ferjons^ reports began 
to be raifed about a define for the re- 
futafhn 6f it^ that To it mould be dealt 
withall I heard was judged necefary at 
fundry conventions-, what particular hand 
it was likely the taske would fall upon, 
fudging niy felfe not concerned to know> 
I did not enquire. When I was informed 
how the difpofall of the Iwfinefje did 
fucceed, as I was not at zllfurfriz^ed in 
refa^ence to the firty ingenerall from 
which it did ifliie , fo I did relieve my 
felfe under my fears^ind loathing to be 
iogag'd in thefecontefts^ by thefe eafu- 
ipg coflfideratiow. j . That J was fully 



(5) 
firfwaded thit what I had writteh wa^ 
for the fubftance of it the /n^f ^ of God> 
and being concerned in it only on truths 
4ccimft^ If it could be demoimrated that 
the fent€hce I bad afTetted^was an unlaw- 
full fretm4er thereunto, I ihould be de- 
livered from payirtg any further: Fefpe(5k 
orfervicetothatt whereunto mfne at all 
was due. 2. That in the treatife its 
(elf e fo thmttnedl^ had laid in frovifion 
againft all contending about Words ^ :Ex^ 
frepms > cpUaterall Aflertions, dedudi- 
omif^$tionSf2!L\zs\^ every thing>though 
trm , that ibight be fepaiated from the 
iife oxMftance of the notion > or truth 
^ pleaded for. 3. That whereas the whole 
weight of the little file turned on one 
{wglehingt and that viftble & cofpicuous^ 
capable of an ocular demonftration^ as to 
its cocifirniation or refutation, I promi'- 
fed my felfe that any man who fliould 
undertake the demolipingoilt^ would be 
fo farrefrom fapngt\\di by, and fetting 
himfelle to uiQjfuferfiruifion , that fub- 
fifls initsfingle ftrength-and vigoun 
that indeed finding that one thing ;^«rf/- 



that j ahd tfaarddf eft ; This tkaevir'was 
«VidM td ittiy ttcH^eriflg p»fott diac 
Ihbliid bdivlew the treatife ^ that if th:*e 
fHHdiiHiH were ^ft dowh^, the whold 
ftfif^ruifmi WdUld iaU tvkh its owiui 

Weight : ^t i/ /if/ fHHiihf^ ^ hundrtJ 
thttfahd vdtHhis agafnft the ):^ of the 
treati(e ebUld hot i6 the lesift ffl«|udice 
the <mk &hdi»rtitkf!h ^d bi^ mafiniged id 
it. Meti ihight ifide«d hy ixs^ at^ttipts 
marilfe^ my H&kissilk isitd Wttitiof s^ll^ i 
Jh th&kihg i^ri^cei JiKd' de«!te^oli9 

fi-1*ii prihdjpl^s ofT):tith,\^lf€ihi aa) ; 

ftdt ^mer^'iy hat the Oritthi^ ^fe'cotH 
fended ^ > Wetold M abid^ »);bm^e^4 
4. HS(1rii% elc^leily Waved dlki^ day> 
«ftd judgement, J pror^tfed my ffeiffe l<:cu»- 
fity from adiftwhdnteby tt^ngiigainft 
me the aUthdiify <if any > ^UiaixiatH 
luppofihg thtft: from the <viifi*h bf theit- 
feveikll intifreft^ , Ihad ttnamifuted my 
^y felfe tto^afl {Ubje<^ioh to i\m hisk 
Tttdgements in this caafi? . ^ . Whereas t 

^^ T)i" fome j niM iwttodfcg to eaft ©thers " 

itom 



01 

prfirteiifioiiS!the3r da^rnqfOf > . fUDik^is 
was: tHe^^Romaa pm^yl had fdftfe ex-? 

tvouidiiat be tijoobkdtt^t ji^i^^^ 
knmamtyn fixiiiv a iio^iMr wa$ ^Wf^dfit 

ed ki Dchalfe of th» ^heihen , ^itoJti^iidi 

paine tfaemfd^esco:>iii%^/^ t^^ 
jU:coanrtedi<»r. S6;dib3(hebai(«w<^;^(>f 
Sckifmc ^ and the qs^ ^t'obftttif^i^ 
from thV^o6aiidei«iioit^^^r/^ 
aHne^under debate; Iisd^^ 
Whechar^utthait (£mndt;f xoiiq'ciait^ of 

^beeti ^nrying on b^twe^ j»^A»i%od> 




the^omeof di(Ien(it9ri,^d en^agdiia'fveQr 

the '^Icaf of *(7i^^;rtf> for ' Ligatim ^^aiVift 
7ff^MoftiiAreaifonable^ naimgiy^ thai 
if he ' fci^ told • ( ^ 05 he caUs ^t ) "^n^^ h^ 

ivasnocthep*tora«!i^« to rtffeUit,©^ 

B4 fpecially 



Came crime * but yet I mail meds fay^ a 
pfoi;^ readiifefle. to foilbwjiioft que- 
ftiQn9t>l<? accufations againfthoneft dete* 
i^yt^Q goc^metitmjuftly accuCed by 
pthtsis of thefaineadme,! did not exped. 
i addisd {his alfoin my thoi]ghts>tfaat the 
fmHtjr^ tendiiug la diCcourfe 'tb.thc 
; purpofe>.ont^JMmittffc mim confide- 
/ rdmt^^m2L% obviated by its being kd out 
> of . Jte\«www rf»kt^\ whetin common 
plaee'fupplies would be oJt7#ffe.i^^ 
' f hM Aetild iundct' take it : not once lul^ 
pe(Stiog^)t^at/;aj!)% oi loarmng and 
fUi^Bient wQuidisake aretuii^e uftioit 
outiXf/tw/j'4^ ^fpomfu about mnifters^ 
tilling: 5 Ciurch-gm^nmefit ql' . xhelikc^ 
Hbwiarrcthefe mid ^be like coc^derati- 
OQsmJgbtibfraVifii^fbiMito my thoughi:s» 
ixkMiy.k^aoffmtu^i.controwrfiaH in- 
g^mSscks^ having Jtthe fttffum of more 
hufmtfl uj>6 irie than any one ma I know 
vlmyjCalling in thciwhole national kave 
it to the judgment iof :ith^ra wfeo iovc 
truth andfMCjt. But: what litle co^dence 

I ought m the ptcfent pollure ot the 

minds 



mifuls oFmen^to havis fldced in any or afii 

of them^ tb£ difcoarfe vader Coniiderr 

atioa hathmftrtt^ednie; That any one 

thing hath £sllen out acprding to my rx* 

fe^affMimd conjedures^ but only its 

being a produd of the men,of the perfwa-^ 

(ion owned theiin, I am yet to feeke.Tht 

truth is I .cannot blaipe my Adverfary 

a/i$s ti madis to make good the oppp^ 

tion he is iag^ed in-, it conceraes him 

and his advtjers beyond their intqreftja 

the appearing skirts of this Controveriy; 

Perhaps aifo an adjudged neceflity of inr[ 

' ticavoring.? difrefutAtim to my perfpn 

and wiiting$, was one ingredient in tlui 

undertaking iliio^ the whole /r4;M wa^ 

to be c«3rlc!4 on-by correjfondent tne^; 

diums .But let the principles and motives 

€0 thisdtffwrfi be what they will^ jtis 

now mw^fffhjick^ thore being a warmec 

;uale ading therin^ then in carrying oq 

fome $th€r thinges y expeded irom 4:he 

fame hand* , : j* , r •" 

, To what may feeme q£ importance iii 
it, I fhall with allF^^/T/^/f plaineCe give a 
ictorne. Had the Reverend Author ;of xi 

thoiighr 



(to} 
tiwktighf good, to have ^^withia the 

boimtfe,by me fi3^e^,andf-wiiiJiP)fiebatc4 
the>«/w»prop6fed,abftiadHngfirbnai chp 

pfovopations ot pdrticolar appkaaoosj 
I fhould moft wflllngly have takmfMmet 
for a farther dealing and manifcfting of 
t^ truth contended about. 
7 Biit the whole mcoorfe 'wherewith I 
havenbwto dd^ ii^^^KAkvU emfltxim, 
ind thedcfigne o;f itj'ot another tendency? 
ycafo.mMmagedfomctimes, that I am 

reacfy to qufcftioil whether it be «hc^r*« 
du^ and fruite of his ffirit whofe name it 
bears; for thon^ he be an utter,; ^ai^er 
to me,y et I have received fiich » (C*i«i»4£P*F 
6f tiimjas would r^ifc med t^yaii exp^. 
Nation of any thin^ from hiiW ,- rathet 
thenfuchadifcdin'ft. I 

' The Reader Tviil be able to perceive an 
accoiint of thefe thougHts in the enfiiing 
View of his Treatife; ';. . 
' i; lamwtthoat any {MrovOcation in- 
tended , and I hope given, reviled fironi 
6ne end of it tO' the other • ^called , 
toartly in dmh right termcs', partly- by 
«^//^»»r intimations, i^hofe reflections »* 

not 



tiot tdbfe tested, Sathd0.}itkifi^SiePtic^^ 

rhdrifa^&c, andthedofureofthe JSi^i^l 
is merely an attempt to Waft my refu'^ ^ 
tathn^ virHcrebf ^I ihall give a fpeedy 
bccoxmt. ' * ^ 

a. Thcprbfefleddefigne6ftheV^4idfe 

is to prove Indtpcndemy , as he is pteafed 

to call it> whicn what it is, be dedares 

hot jiibr (\& he mannaga 'thfe bufinefle) do 

I know^co bfe a %ititSihif^e^zsiA that Z*^ 

defindeMs^ ( by Whcfai it is full Well , 

knpwne Whom heinfieridi ) are Schipha^ 

ticks y SeBaries^tht troublers of Englattd. 

So that 'it Were happy for the Namn/k 

they wcfe o6t of it 5 oi- difcovering fan*- 

guiiiary thdaght^ in reference tititd 

thetti *, and tbefe kinds of difcourfes fill 

Vp the booke^almoft ftbm one end to th^ 

other. ^ 

3. No Ckrifiian tA¥t doth feeme td 

have b«th t^en , nor good confdenct 

txerdfed from the beginning to the en- 

)^ng) as to jttiputatiott of any thing unto 

TM^or iypi^^ may ferve to help on 

tkde^gaeifthandi 

Hen< 
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Vefice I think it is repeated ne^e in h»n- 
dredtimesythztldtny t^kM^nifiers to 
be MimftenyScthcir Churches to be Ch$$r- 
ehesy th;^ I deny ali the nf armed chur- 
ches in the world 5, but pnely our owne 
^as he calls them) to be true Churches^ 
jwhich is notoriotrfly untrue ,y coiptrzxy to 
my knowne judgement ^"f^xqji^Q^y decla- 
red on all occafiqns, contraiy to expreffc 
fffirmatims in- the booke he undertakes 
to confute , and the whole 3^fignt of the 
jtK))C)ke its Teife, , I cannot eafily declare 
iny fiirprizall on this account. What 
am I to exped from otheis, when fuch 
Reverend men as this Authpr,fhsll by the 
power of prejudice be carried beyond all 
pounds of moderation^ and Cbriftian ten- 
deri^effe in offeiviing/I no iwfay doubt but 
that Sathan hath his defignejn|:bi5 whole 
bufineffe. Heknoweshow^^^ we.areto 
fixe on fuch^ provocations i and' to con- 
tribute thereupon to the mre4fe of oar 
tjifferences . Can he accg^ipg to the 
courfe of things in the iwr/^ifj expetJl any 
other ijfue^ \>^ that in the. n^ceflary y^r 
fepfative I am piit upon > 1 fliould not 

wave 



vwvc fiich reflexi6tt§ and rehrthns oil 
him^ and them with whom I have to do, 
as frtfent themfelves With as faire pleas> 
and pretences unto me , as it is poflSble 
for me to /udgc , that the charges before 
mentioned (I meane oiSchifmCy Herefie^ 
and the like) did unto him. For as to a 
returne of any thing in^ its owne nature 
fklfe and untrue, as to matter of faft, to 
meet with that of the like kind wherewith 
1 am entertained , I fuppbfe the Divell 
himfelfe was hopelefle to obtaine it. Is> 
he not filled with envie to take notice 
in what love without diffimulation I walk 
with many of the Preshjterianyid^m^vA? \ 
What Chriftian enterc0urfe,and commu^ \ . 
riion I have with them mf.ngland , Scet- t 
land^ holland^ Franf e,femng that it may | 
tend to the fuitherance of peace & mien 
among the Churches of Chrift? GodaC-s 
fifting I (hall deceive his expe^ations^ and 
though I be called Schifmatick^md Here- 
tick a thoufand times, it (hall not weaken . 
«iy love or efteeme,of,or towards any of 
the godly Minifters , or people of that 
way ^ad juc^ment with whom lam ac^ 

quaintc^* 



|[Haiajt€4, or have occafioii<>f coarerCe. 

And tor this tutvertnd ^.i»f^flr himfelf^ 
I (hall not faile to pray , that .eone of the 
things^ whereby he hath, I fe^rp^ adminiT 
fired advantage iinto 54^4;^ to jitjDempi 
the exafperjtioiR of the fpirit« <Ji Bre^ 
thftn ope agaiuft another , may ever b^ 
laid to his charge • For my ownepart I 
profit in all iincoity^ that fvifh was my 
mkdPfiHiffe 5 or r»ter haffiifeQ^ in the 
cowant converife Nvhich in liipxfi'y place? 
I have with P^r/iw of thp Pffs^jt£ridm 
judgment, l>oUi (^ xk^^ngUfim^ S^HtiJh 
NatioHjUtterly of another frame pi fpirit^ 
then that which is now^/hewed,i^at uoti^jl 
I faw t;his treaiife^ J did fif>tjk4fevf that 
thi^^e had rtemained^ any oraf^g^lftfober^ 
judicious p^rfon inJSif^/4;^,(uai thoughts 
©f hqart in rekiiene* to o»r ipticfejif d^r 
prmcAs^ asiaie viftWe aptd legible the^inj 

I^ope tixe Hev^ermd "A^h^ryinil p^ 
fee.oftended^ if I m2ibelx>Wto|;eUhfei, 
i(hat/it will be w jpj efbtAft Spiuw 9ne 
^y^ Uhat he b^hrtak-eni)^© 10 <5^^;^ 

oja thpfp ^Amtfi , >vbi<ij :it;is cv«ry qq«p 

duty 



fiiicy tO: labour to txtidgmfli* 

But that the whole master in diffcrgmc 
4Enayi>ei^hetter/ia^ and detemmnsd, 
I flail. 6rft/>^if tbrough with the gcner4^ 
cepfernmems of the book it fdite,and thea 
Conf\^\hifiV€rdi chafers of it, as to 

aoy paiticolars in them that may feem £» 

ceJa^^ to t^ bufinefle jfi^ :haod . Itn»^ 

poiGbly not a little conduce towards w& 

lemovul of tfao(t 0bfirt0ims unto .^f4cr 

and lo^ve , laid ki <9ur way by tlus JEn^^ 

r^irt/ jjNc^W > and to a ^dearer flating of 

che CQQtrpverfie .pretended to be v^ntilar 

^i in ius diifcourfe , to diifcover and lay 

3&^x)aQ£tmifiak€s Qi\c^ which "being 

Interwovfen vwtth ^he main dHTcoacfis irom 

the begumiag toiiheiead, feeme .^fmr 

xipks w^mmM€ the tfi^k$U, and to give it 

that liie oitt^mblt^ wheieof it is p^taker* 

6oine of them were, as abfoliitdy confi« 

deKed,tenurkedb<^foice$ I fliaUnowie* 

<new 4ie mentKm of ithfim^ with t0^<^ 

{0 that th^uicMt which they have inso the 

jtrgumom^tive partofihe Xssttik under 

•o^f^deratioQ. . ' 

ii. J^&^tJaeTkitkflrmimfy &^pafdi 
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all along, that I deny ull^ or Any Churches \ 
iXiEnglandjio be true Churches oiChriR^ 
except only the Churches gathered in the 
Gongregationall way, and .upon their 
frtncifUs : then that I Henj M the refor* 
med churches heymJ the Seas t^he true 
churches of Chrifi. This fuppofition be* 
ing laid , as the toundation of the whole 
building , a confutation of my trestife is 
iixed thereon, a comparifon is inftituted 
betweene the Dou4tifis and my fel/e: Ai* 
guffients are produced to prove their 
churches to be true cW^/^e/, and their 
KMinifters true Mmfiers. The charge of 
Schifme on this bottome is freely gi'ven 
out and aflerted, the proofe of my Schif- 
fnaticallfefaration from hence aeduced^ 
and many termes of rfpr^4rA are returned 
as a fuitable reply to ttie provocation of 
this opinion* How great a porti6n of a 
/«w/if creatife may eafily be taken up with 
difcourfes relating to thefe heads^is eafie 
tdapprehend . Now left all this foines 
&ionld be/ound to be «(/f/^j(ff,andcaufle{^ 
ly undergone) let us confider how the 
'Rinarend Author proves this to be my 

judge* 



juiigmcnt. Doth he evince it from any 
thing delivered in that tnatife he underr 
takes to confute? doth heproduce any o- 
ther teftimonies out of what I have j|j>^- 
^tfi^j^if/w^rV^oi' written elfe where, and 
on other occa,(ions to 'make it good? 
Thislfuppofe he thought not of> but 
took it f or ^r4/^f^^ that either I was of 
that rj4utgment^ or it was fit I ihould be fo, 
that the difire^tC: bcftween u§ might be 
as great, as he defired to have it appeare 
to be. 

Well to put an end to this controver- 
iie, feeing he would not believe, what I 
told the world of my thoughts herein in 
my hack cf Schifme^ I now informe hiim 
again^that all thef furmifes are fond &un- 
true. And truly for his own fake with that 
refped which is due to the refutation of 
Religion, I her^ humbly intreate him not 
to tnttrtainvftidx is here affirmed with un- 
Chriftian furmizes, which the Apoftle 
reckons ampngft the iporks of the fiefj), as 
chough I were of an6ther mmd but durfi 
jnot declare it, as more then once in fome 
particulars he infinuates the- fiate ^ of 

C thinp 




ihin^ with me tp be. Bar bleffed be th< 
God of my [dv^fmy and of aU my de- 
liver mces, I haveya libirtj to declare 
the whpk of my JM^fgmnt in and about 
the thing? of his w<?dhip. Steffed be Cod^ 
; it is not 2fi yet ift tte /w^r ot fame men 
; to bring in that thoi' cortceited hafpmif 
ipto ^ngUnd , whicfa would in their 
thoughts accrew untoit^ by my renuwaS 
froHj my witive fpyle, with all others of 
roy ]tfdgv$enf |ind_ periw^on. We are 
yet at peace^ and we truft that the Lcard 
m\\ deliver us from the hands 6f men, 
whofe under mercm are cruell. However 
be it known unto, them that" U it be the 
will of the Lord ftpoo our mjfinj^ldfr0 
^H/cati^^ to give us up to their dlffftofaS^ 
who are pleal(jd to compaffe u$ with the 
Qrmmms of reproaches before mentio 
- aed> that fo we might/^tf as a facrifice to 
zAff^e or yioleace^we ftiaU through his af 
fifeancc. and freftncc with u?,: dare to 
profeffe the m^nU of that truths and thpii 
wales of hjs, which he hath ban (>kafei| 
torevealeuntiou?. 
And '4 on aqy pther account this Re^ 
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ViM^i /^ryjwi fupjtodfc I tf^yfofer opf^ 
mm wA thoQ^t^ of tniae awoe and 
thfk waies whiitr i 4ari vol owoejlt^ bim 
At st^ t!vm give sneja immAvd lo waitc 
upfm ^, atdas IwiU ftcetyrand csn- 
1^ i)^ 4;!^j^ ta a»y et>()ukks he ihall be 
plowed to m^ dit0 my jttdgiBcht, and 
appr«ii«fifiom oibtW&tbmgSy fiofaeikdl 
£ od th^ <G^d afiiAttig) I ai»t Qf^ty and 
wjiUbertady tpnmiameivhMiIiltali fo' 
deliver to hinou It ^albifidoitevidaice 
thai this rtvtr'cnJ Kyiuthtr. is an utter 
fiit^er to me, or he \votikl fcafce enter: 
. t9me fuch:. r«rm}2:» of vot n he dotku 
S&^ I c^in wtnt^ti M to^ thd' paxticOi^ 
lar under coc^deranon.^ omevide$(xbf 
wayofinAancetie&fbnfareati^/^d, that 
I cahdlot omit the pcodudng: aUkx not 
ah)ome X4 d^es bdrpre this treatiCs canae 
toi my hapds y\z harmed Genilems0 
i;^honi I badf^evailed mthali to aniwin: 
in ^cVefprs ofi oto!: ^H^^^ fent me bis 

pjuipvMit^nhmiidgdbnt iiti xmno^ The 
£r& C^ftion Witt, as I remembetr, t(^d[iit 
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hAbiant validajii crdinattMemi I t€A!i 
the Do£t$r^ that fince the Queftions were 
to pafle under my dffrobmcn^ I iiiuft 
needs confeffe my felfe fcrupled at the 
limitation oitYicfubjeif of the queftion k 
that terme Ecclefia Anglicand , whidi 
would be found ambiguous and dquinjo- 
call in the diCputatioo^ and therefore de* 
fired that he would iatheryi/>^/)r it with 
McclcfiakumreformMarum^ or lome other 
.^x/>ffj?/i>;».of like importance, but as to 
the thing it felfe aimed at, namely the af^ 
{trtim cf the mmifiry of the Godh mini- 
.fiers in "EngUnd^ I told . him ana fo now 
<io.the ite5[;^/»^^«f^^r of this treatise, 
that I ihall as mUingly ingage in tte de- 
fence of it y with the tamj^neffe of their 
Churches, ^aiiy man what ever; I have 
only \n:rxvfirmife qucftioned the infti- 
tutiou of a jkitianall Church y^whidi this 
:Author doth notwundertake to maintaine^ 
ncr indecdliath tbeieaft' reafon fo to, do, 
.for theTdffertmg.of true mmifie^^ 2nd 
Churchcr ja Bngland) I meane thofeof 
$be Prefh^crim way** ^kin fatisfditiatk 
aow this Reverend Author ihall judgie .ic 
- , i ' - J nc- 
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neeeifafy for him to give me>f OFshe pu^^ 
lifkc if^ffry which voluntarily ^he hath 
done^mc, in paitiailar for Wsatittnpt to 
exfdfevM to the vi^ure and difpkafure 
ot fo itiany godly mimfters and iGharches 
as I owne in England, as a peffon denyv 
ingth^irtoiniftry) andChurth'ftarion, I 
leave it to himfelfe to confidcr* 1 And by 
; the declaration of this miftake hbw great 
• a part 6f his book is waived as to niy con* 
^ cernments thprein \ iiimfejfe. Ail well, 
kitows. :^ -^ 

' A fecond principleof like iAiportano^ 
^ which he is pleafed to make ii(ex)F, as a 
■^ thing granted by me, or at leaft whidi he ' 
^ affemesj^ as that which^^Ag'fe fo to be , is 
^ that whatever the trfsbjterian rvmA^s 
^ and Churches b^, I have fepmttcd horn 
^ them, as have dcme all thofe whom he 
'^ aXhJndependants^ This is another/tf/^;?- y 
^ taint out of which much hitter -^water S 
^ flows. Hence wemuft needs be tkbusht ) 
^ to cbndemne theii* «!U/?//?r)i znACburches^ 
•^ XheBrbiMi(is were pur fatkerSjand the A-- 
<* nahAftifis are o»r elder , B rift her f^ we makt 
'^ an harlot of our mother y and are Srhifma'^ 
If . C 3 ftck 







iith ahdSiifsries ffom §nttnd(ft^ Mc 
h the kther* ^MrefkPdon^HprwdifmB 
But (^h not: this M^wriiki AMtlm^ kaow 
that th^ is isiiolly iki^ed by usf Is it oot 
difpro^fei fiiffidaitly in chat very Tn^ 
///e which he undertakes to iMif^ : 

Hfrgmnts^ I fttlppofej that thtfcj^a* 
m/^iie blames i md); rdfpcd Tome whM 
tf Chriftt inftiltaticm : for any ntker\ We^ 
fffofeiSr our felves« iim:oiK±rJtit^ in its 
mmthtaticc^ or dtifc^vtioay as to the bn* 
finefle in hand. Now wherein have wt 
fepamted from thm is to the i^e/uh 6i a- i 
«y fuch w»#;f f For an JmUvkiMU' per* 
fon to change from the twnftant pwVtid^ 
pation ot'ooSaances hi one coi^egatiaot, 
CO do foia another, hardy cooiicteredin 
its felfe, this- Rti^rei^d AmharhcMt to 
be no reparation . Howrfiver (otm^part, 
who ^m forced to b^re ail this vtdW and 
ftorme^what hdth he to lay to mvdiarge? 
1 emdmm mt tkir Churches in genrrall^ 
to bei^ Ghurches>nar any Qoethat lam 
acquainted. withaiJi in ptrticular .1 never 
di^MrFJ^ that I know o£, the})ea(ie of ^y 
>neOl them, nor fep^dtedirom.them ^ 

but 
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^ri3#,Iexpedcoheareaiy crimet^ die 
fiesLtfetartie. 

3* He fuppofechthroughoiic that I 
denyiidt only thtakceittiyixUfiicapvt 
crdinatim > but ^% iatre i& I cam Oftder- 
ftafidhim> the; Urtffii^je jo( it klfo. By 
i^ii^if»#'of MiniAttsn^any u{^ «^^ 
^/4*^ niiderfcttid ofidy tl^ ii9mpm of 
. h^ds that is ifcTed herein . Ordiflatioii o£ 
Minift^s i s otie thiiig^ ^^ iinpotttioii of 
hands aaother^difBering' as i»hUii^fAH^ 
Or<fination in Scripturi^ coMptiftth thfc 
whole K^mh$rUatii>i trhi^adm xif a 
man from among th^^iumbi^r of tusbrej' 
threh into the fta€^*^fan ofiim in the 
Church, I fttppdfeilt doth ifot tfeinke 
that this is denied by me*', though he 
tels mc^ith t\xtX^mtx:hriftidntdndori^ 
and fendtmefle, which he e^arciftih in fe^ 
very i)aflag€^lttioft^' his booke, dcma^ 
kingfjiffelfeyi dtinipr^ and I krtOW not 
vyhat i I am, I bleflfe the Lordxextreamly 
rem^^e from rctutnmg him any oi his own 
C0yf^ m fatiifadtiod for this Love^ For 
Ihat fbt of « which coniifts in the imp^ 
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[ition of hands by the Pyesbperj^ X ifrbcard 
it may be obtained iaccording > rfq . the 
mind of Chrift.) I am alfoycry remote 
from manna'ging doy 'oppofition^anto it. 
I thinke it necenar y by vertue oifrccept^ 
and that to be contteued in away offHc- 
jiepQni'lxtiSi I fty^gecprding tothd mind 
\ of Chwft ^ that hie> who is to h^4frd4^hed 
unto^office in any Cbwrch, receive impo- 
fitionof hmds tram the Elders of that 
Churchj if there be^any therein. And this 
is tohea/?mia^^v/^yoffucce/$ony that fo 
the Cbmha may bf perpetuated # . That 
slone which loppofe is.the denying of 
^hisyj^^f ^//'i/^<^r^i/ffi^i(?i;,through the Au- 
ihorHjfifAntichrifi. Jtefore ihthk^ed and 
gloricMsReformatimjlhtgm and; icajTied 
on by ZuitigUsiSy Luther ^Calvins. ^d o^* 
thers> there were^^nd had been fa^o Staus 
of men in the worlds ptof effing the name 
of Chrift ^and the Gofpeli, as to the out* 
ward proteflion thereof.The one of them 
ingUrj , ff lender^ outward beauty , and 
crder^ calling themfelves the Churchy the 
, 0nlj church in the world, the Cathclike 

C)&A^r^)& J being indeedjand in troth in that 
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ftatewh^eki they fo prided themfelvcs 

the m^her of harlots y the beaji , with his 

falfe Prophet. The other ipBxty foore^ dc- 

fpifed, pcrfccuted, generally efteemed 

and called Htreticksy Schifmaticks ,.. or as 

occafion gave advantage tor their farther 

reproach, Waldenfes^Alhigenfcs^LolUrds^ 

3nd the like . As to the qaime of a ft$c- 

cepvt ordination down from the JfofileSy 

I made bold to afftrme , that I could not 

underftand the validity Qi that fufcefin^ 

0rdination > asyir^^/iv^, which was deri* 

ved downeunto nsfrom^Ahy thtfrfi 

jtartie of men in the world. 

This Reverend Authors reply heve- 
unto, is like the reft of his difcourfe, f^^ 
1 1 8. He tels me, this eafis dirt tn tUfact 
of their Mmifiry ^as do all their good fnends 
the Sectaries , and that he hathmt^h a doe 
to forbear e fay ingy The Lord rehuk^tlm. 
How he do^h forbeare it , having fo exr 
prefled the frame of his heart towards 
me, others will judge : the Ce^cher piF all 
hearts kndwes , that I had no detigiie to 
cafidirt on him^ or any ot\\Qr godly man's 
niiaiftry in England » Might not atiothcr 

aniw 



^(vm have biett returned mididot tfaS 
wrath J This is fts- or it isnot fo , in r efe* 
fetioewthe idniftry ef this Nation. If 
it be not fo^ and thdy pM notriieii- /«c- 
$ej!we 0-dmitiM from *<w*?, there is 
in €nd of this digirme. If it be (b , can 
iMt. C. hardly tefr^ine from calling a 
mah SathdH^ tor fpeakingr he troth / It is 
wdl if we kndw ofwhat fpirit we arc . 

But let OS a littte fiuther confider his 
■MnSt»e¥ b that place. He ask^th & ft, wbf 
tkaj fMt this k a- fnfktertt fitmdatim for- 
ikeirMhifiry,af mlUsfdr thiifSaftifme? 
if it be fo, & be fd acknowledged, whence 
is that great provdcatioft thatarofe from 
my enquiry aftet it • For my p«:t I maft 
tell him, that I judge their Saftifme good 
iiid valid , but to.deale clearly with him^ 
hot on that foundation . I cannot be- 
lieve, that ihitJdfiUter^martki'ery^aft ef 
p»j had,fince the dayeS of his 6pett Idola- 
try, perfecution, aiid enmity to Ghrift^ 
iny autiiority fflof e or leife frttm the Lord 
Jeftts committed to him , in or over his 
Churches., But he addei^fecondly, Tm 

jW tUj received thek ordijM^^jfrm*k 
•J, . i ; woman 
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y^pnun ^k^into the i$Uitrfk^^ ihetm 

m4 mie^^Md^'j fartj '^fir tbfj hdd ma thiif 
mrdinm0n from (be fti^fU ( ejdceft fimt 
€Xtr40rJhMfj €4fes ) butfr^m a PresbjU^ 
^ a^Mrding u the infiUmm fff Ckti^^ 
then, ordmation by ^frtsbjtetj , l»ii 
i^mes &ff^feA by me add my party s but 
I pray Sir5Who told yoti fo? wherijWhere* 
iSL^ by what meanes Mvc I oppofed it f I 
3u:knawlet^myrdieo^iioparty. lam 
fory fo grM;e a Mtniier^ (hoiild fuft^t 
himfeife cobe thus tranfpdrted) that tvt*^ 
ry anfwer^evtfy reply^muft be a reflefti* 
on> and that without due obfervatioti of 
trnth and love. That thofe firft refcrmetl 
had theii' ordinnthn irom the people^ 
is acknowledged \ I have ibrmerly t4fm^ 
ji^^itby undennUe teitimony. So that 
the jwopcr fucceflfion o^'a Minift^ «^ 
mongfi the Churches tbataie their oflT- 
fpring>nuis up no higher than that rife; 
Now the good Lord bleflfe thefti in thdt 
Mifiiftry ,' and the fucceifive ordinaiioA 
they enjoy, to bring forth more fruit t* 
due earthco the prafe of hift gloi^^t^, 
'. . ' , grace ' 
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^iiKre. Bat upon my difclaiming sdl 

thoughts of rijeffing the minifiry of aH 

thofe, who yet hold their ordination on 

the accompt of its fuccefliye derivation 

iromRome, hed-ies oMty egregiam 'vey$ 

laudcm^ and faies that jf^r ifecretly deri'vt 

thtr pdmttfnm Rcme: well then he 

doth not .lo-> why then, what need theft 

exclamations? we areas to this, matter 

wholly agreed*, not ihall I at prcfent fer- 

ther purfue his difcourfe in that place, it 

is almoft totally compofed and made up 

of fcornefiiU revilings, refle<5tions, and 

fuch other ingredients of the whole . 

He frequently & very pofitively affirms 

without the leaft htfitation,that I have re^ 

nouncedmy ovm ordinsthn^&czd^ hdreiin* 

to^tiiat what €wr elfe they freUhd > unleffe 

they reno»nce their or dmation^nethingipitt 

pleafeme.thsit /condemn aS other churches 

in tpe world as no Churihes^^hni who I pray 

told him thefe things? did he enquiie fo 

iaraft^r my mind in them, as without 

hredch of charity Xfi be able to make fuch 

pofitive and exprelTe affertions concern 

m$ ^hem/" h good pat ot his book \s 
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tikcn uj) in the repetition of fucb thin« 
as thefe, drawing inferences and concliju- 
ons from i^i^fuffofttions of them, and 
warniii^ hiittfeUe by them into a great 
contempt of my feife andjartj^ as he 
calk them. I am now necemtated to tell 
him, that all thefe things are/«i|/Jr 5 and 
utterly, in part and in whole n/^/^r*^, aiid 
that he is not able to prove /any one of 
them. And whether this kind of dealing 
hecomosz mipifier of the Gofpell^ a perfon 
profeffing Godlinefle, I leave it to him- 
felfe to judge. For my owne part I miift 
fconfeffe that as yet I was never fo dealt 
wthaU by any man, o^yAm,fartj foever, 
although it hath been my unhappinefle 
to frovoh many of them. I do not doubt 
but that he will be both treubled and 4- 
Jhamed when he (hall review thefe things; 
That whole Chapter, whidiheentitles^ 
Indefendcntifme isBartatifm^ as to his 
application of it unto.mfe, 6r any of my 
perfwafion, is of .the fame importance, zi 
J^have fuffidently already evinced. I 
might iaftaiice in fundry other partliu^i 
lars, whertin he ventures without the leaft I 
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what he pleafeth^that mt^. ferve the tom 
|o hand^fo tbo^t it may Cerve t4>: being myhi 

G€^y Arc the, QAU^CAf^jl ^ur et/ills dt$dtrim^ 

i^ksj with thcMke ;<?4^wa;f otjtproach, 
and haid cenfurts, lying ift a fare fuUfo^ 
yieocy to a defigae of vridewog the dife* 

rating the fpirits of men^ prpfe^iag the 
GoCpeU Qf Jeliis :Chrift, ooe ag^iqft ano* 
ther, notiung alnipfl; coqie^ aoi^fle. Hi$ 
ftickiag upon ^matters, diverting fronj 
the M(4/W buiinefs in bandia&rweiiog Ar« 
gtWftcais < by reflections , and the Hk^ 
nsight alfo be remarked « One thing 
wherein he iwncfa Kiovceth, apd feootj 
h^i^a^k with the difcQvery he hath madt 
of it, namely conjcernii^ my ch4fjgs ^ 
1^^^ as (Q tfa& disf^^ pre^ 

teacdebatfe>'Whk;h '^ tjk Tubft^ice aa<dde 
i^oe of his attfenMn^ toibd: be particiiLaL> 
^ conliderect aadihaU h^j Qodaffiili^ 
in the next Chapiief! acoor dii^ly* . 

CHAP. 



CHAP. ?. :; 

^ An A^^^T tQ the APf^tfdix *f , 

•T^Ho^gh p«bap$ imparuall me^i 
-I will m willing to give me aa acquis 

jneot from the charge gf a^heri^g v^ 
judgmqirt ia the itiHttcrso^ QUr jHftfoji: 
difference) ^tpoii nbe generall sicQQWit of 
tbe qopartoerfliip with qje of" the moft 
ij0qmring men, in this gencrgtioft, ^tQ 
things ot no leiT* i3»poitaBC?^-w4 tbwglj 
I might againft t)m ifeviHpkkrfl^md 
others of the l^e ami 9*d perjfwjfiw 
with hiiTfb ^t pwfe?*ir«lije\5e«q^ fdfe fttf^ 
ficiently by* i;«a:in[kiRat>Qii , in refe* 
rence t<) thcii: kofm^t Mfiffifdi tivg^^ 
munts^ and f«0(efefy; pwi^tiQes io the wpf* 
(hip ot God them ^ttcspdiog^ plsadiijg ifl 
the m^eans time ihegenfrmi§^e of cbiQ- 
[iugftwi m$r to truths C which that I 
iav« doi^, ^ to 41^ fkaifgcl haveiealjiiy 
madQ^ I a^i ?«^* « ?ey «me to vam^ 

mm to this ^th9r) ]fet it being, fo 

muc' 



<3^) ^ 1 

much infiiled upon by him as it is » and 

the charge thereof in the inftance givenj 

accompanied withfo maity cvUljurmi^ 

fings 5 and uncharitable refleftions, look-' 

ing like the fruits of another principle 

then that whereby we ought in the man-' 

nagement of our differerfces to be ruledji 

(h^i give a more |>articular account o^ 

that; which hath yeilded him this greAt 

advantage. The fole inftance infifted oa 

J by him, is a fmall treatife publilhed long 

: agoe by me, mtitlied , Thedu^y ofPaflors 

and Teofle dtfiinguifhed 5 wherein I pro-l 

; fdle my fdte to be of the Prejbyterian 

\ judgment. Bxcerfta out of that treatile, 

with animadverlions and comparifons 

; thereon> make up the appendix^ which 

was judged nedeffary to be added to the 

I hook, to help on with the proofe that in- 

i defendency is a great fcmfmei had it not 

I been indeed needful! to caiife xhtj^erfon^ 

\ to fufter, as well as the things fome (up- 

\ pofc this paines might have been fpared,^ 

But I am not to prefaibe to any , whad 

way it is meet for them to proceed in , for 

the compaifing. of their* ends aimed at. 

The 
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|rhe^^/?is> here is no new thing prodtt- 
jced ^ but what the world hath long fince 
jtaken notice ot, animadeof it the ive^ry? 
they can.. Neither am I troubled that I 
Dave a neceptj laid upon me to give an 
Recount of this whole matter. That little ; 
treatife was written by me in theyearei 
k 543 , and then frinted^ howevet it recei- \ 
ved the addition of a yeare in the date af- '. 
Ifixed to it by the printers, whirh for their ■ 
jowne advantage is a thing ufuall with 
them* Lwas then a pung man my felfej 
;about the age of 16. or 27. yeares. The j 
contnverfte between Indefendencie and ■ 
Sresbyterj was young alfo •, nor indeed by 
mee dearly underftood, efpecially as fta- 
fed on the Congreg<u:ionall {ide.The con* 
ceptions delivered in the treatife were not 
X as appeares in the iflue ) fuited to the o* 
pinion of the one fdrtj^ nor ot the other 5 
bot were fuch as occurred to mine owne 
l^rfifr^^confideratioaof things , with rela- 
tion to feme differences that were then 
upheld in the place where I lived , only 
^being unacquainted with t\\^ Congregation^ 
wall w;ay Jprofdled my felte to owne the 

I> other 
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other party, not knowkig but that mf 

frmciflesvi^t fuit^d to their judgment 

and profeflioiv, having looked very little 

. turth(sriqto thofe affaires^ then I was led 

\ by an oppofition to Efifccfacj ScCercmih 

^/>/.Upon a review of what I had th6 aile* 

rtedj 1 found that my principles were fer 

I moie fu/ted to what is the judgment ani 

\ pra(9:ice of the congregatianall men^ thea 

ithofe of the Prefbtterian. Only whereas 

jihad not received ^yfaither cleflre in* 

(formation in thcfe waies of die worfliip of 

'God, which fince I havebedi ingaged; 

; ip^ as was faid, Iprofeffed my fclfe of the 

PrefhyterUn judgment, in oppofition to 

Bemocraticall confufion^ and indeed fp 

: I do fliU^ and fo do all .the amgre^AmnaH 

' tncn in England, that I am acquainted 

withall* fo that when I compaie whaC 

5 then I . wrote with my prefeni 

\ judgment, I am fcaice able to hnd the 

; leaft differ ewe between the one and the 

^ otherv only a mirapplication of names and 

things by me^ gives a)untenance to this 

charge. Indeed not long atter, I fet my 

felfe feriQfifly to enquire into the control 

verfies 
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irdrfies then warmly agitated iitthefetia- 
Cions. Of the congregationall way I was 
not acquainted with any one perfon^ mi^ 
mjier or other-, nor had I to my knowledg 
feai aay more then one in my lite. My 
acquantance lay wholly withr minifters,' 
and people of the PrefiyferiMV/sy. But 
fundry books being^'pitbliftied on eithef ; 
fide, Ipemfed, and comparexiihem with ' 
the Saipture^and ^uranother^ according • 
as I received ability from God. After a 
generall view oi thcm> as was my manner 
in other conuoverfes, I fixed on one to ! 
take under peculiar confkleriation , and 
examination, which Teemed moil metho** 
dically, and ftrongly to maintaihe that 
^hidi was contrary as I thought to mf 
prefeht perfwafion. This was MxjC$U0»9 
book of the kejes^ The exammation and 
icoiif otation hereof, meerly for my owno ; 
[particular fmsfaktM , with what dili-' ; 
gence, and fincerity I was able, lihgsgU ' 
ih; What ^rogreff^ I made in that under-* \ 
faking) I can ttiaiuf eft unto any^ by t)^ 
'^fcourfes on that fitb/e^^ and ammaidver"^ 
potts(Mi that bookyet abidii^ l^me. In 
[\ Vz tlie 
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diepurroit and management of this wdrk^ 
quite beitcles> and contrary to myexpe- 
^ation^ at a time,^ and feafon wnerein J 
could expe(5): nothing on that account but 
Tuine in this world, without the know^ 
ledge or advice of, or conference with any 
one perfon of that judgment, I was pre- 
vailed on to receive that and thofe frifm- 
fles^ which I had thought to have let my 
ielfe in an oppofition unto. And indeed 
this way of impartiall examining all 
things by the iPi^rd, compaiing caufes 
with cauies, apd things with things, lay- 
ing aiide all prejudicate refpeds tmto 
perfons, or pfefent Traditions, is a coiirfc 
that I would admonifh ^ to beware of, 
who would avoid the danger of being 
made indef indents . I cannot indeed deny, 
but that it is poffible I was advantaged in 
the difymfiuon of the truth I had in hand, 
from my former imbracing of the princi- 
ples laid down in the /rr^fz/Jr jnfifted on^ 
now being by this means fetled in /the. 
Truth, which I am ready to maintaine to 
this Reverend and learned Atthor> if be>. 
©rany. ©tbg.iiippofe thpy have any .$d- 
'. ; ' u, - vantage 
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vantage hereby agaihft me, as to my rt^ 

^fMt4Pion, which done is fought in fuch 
attempts as this: or if I am blameably li- 
able to the charge oiinanjlancj^ and />- 
confijlencj with my owne principles, 
ivhich he thought meet to front his book 
virithall, hereupon I (hall not l2d>our to 
deveft him c^his apprehenfion> having 
abundant aufe to rejoice in the rich 
grace of a merafiill and tender father, that 
men feekmg occafion to fpeakeeviil of 
fo poor a worme, toiled up and down in 
the midft of innumerable temptations J 
^ould be found to fix on that, which I 
fcnow will be found w^ rejoidog in the 
day of the Lord Jefus. 
- I am nece^ii At td to adde fomewhat al« 
ib to a fqrmife of this Reverend man, in 
reference to my EfifcofaS compliances in 
former daies, and ftri<% obfervacion of 
their canons. This indeed I fliould not 
have taken notice of , biit that I find o- 
thersbefides this ^/>r/&tfr pleafing them^ 
felvles with this apprehenfion, and endea- . 
voring an advantage againft the truth I 
proteflc thereby. How little fome ofmy 

P3 A( 
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Adrerfarles are like tog^ine^ hy brfli^ 
din^ this zsz crime is known^ aod I pro^ 
fefie I kaow not the Coafcience^ that ij 
exercifedin this matter. But to delivq 
them fince for all from involving the 
felves in the like unthriAisn procedi 
hereaf cer^ leLthem now know what £h 
might evilly have known betbresnamel 
that this accnlation is falfe^a plain <^ui] 
uy 5 a /jr . As I was bred np trom m; 
infancy under the care of my father^ wh 
^zsanMrConfdrmift all his daies>&a pain- 
foil labourer io the vineyard af the JL&rA 
fo ever fince I came to have any diftini 
knowledge of the things belonging to tn 
worfhip of God 5 I have been fixed ii 
JMdgment againft that which I am calam* 
niated withall^ which is noterieuflj knam 
to all that have had any acquaintance witli 
me*, what advantage this kind of proceed* 
tug is like to brii^ to his ownt foule^ or 
the caufe which he mannagetli, I leave to 
himldfe to judge. 

Thus in generail *, to take a wejp of 
fome particular pafiages in the -Affcndix 
dtfiined to this good worker the firjl Se- 



PUn lifted with voxsAvwit and ithmkk 
to improve the pretenckd alteration of 
ladgmeiit to the blemiihing oimyj^epu^ 
tdtion^ .affirming It to Jbi&irom .truth to 
err^r- wihich as vsmyfsrticHlaryiobxx^ 
as it (hall app^ I annjeocern'd, (I am X\t^ 
tk moved with the bare affirmation of 
men , erpeouttly if induced to it l>y their 
interdlJ defire hinMo let mekaoti when 
land where > I TQXf:^fenfmdUj wait upon 
him, to be convinced of it : in theineaii 
timefcrcnucb icx t\atStffifi»: itt the fe^ 
c$nd^ ise declares wbas my judgment was 
in thai: trieatife abont the diftatm ber 
VNttuzPsftoxs MdfPafU J andoft^ex^ 
freams tba fame^ ihen. w tack h$hd run 
intd ; and I now tdl hnn, that I s^n of tlw 
fame mmd ftill >; for>diat that tioct hath 
little availed him ^In:the third h^c$htes 
what I delivered^ jr/^i ^man ^folemptk/ 
tailed: t0 the offset ^ffiM.iJ^tmfinyhy, any 
wtwar d^all^ might u6^4f to theffcafhmg 
of the dofpell in a Midlapfed Chwthzfiatc. 
iintothis ne mak^ffnndry oh\iBmssx\m, 
fHy diicourfe is dt»:kei not cUaid^ 'sfxi the 
iifas» bttt censinl^ing thatlus.htti^ndr^ 



was not to ^m/imt^ that treatifeMy^ hat 
to prove from iim^f snconftaMk^ an^in* 
ccnpftencie with myfelfe : hefayes , / am 
changed fr&m what I then deUveredi this 
is denied > I amfUff^ualiyot die ^ fame 
judgment ftill .-bwiihi piwes theoon* 
trary bjra double argument; i . BecMufe I 
bavefmc»nctdmf4^rd$nAti0n. %. Becaufc 
Ithwke> »9w y thar 00p0nly in a -c^mfleat 
Chifrcb^fidte , hm^wkfn^o fuch thng' can 
he charged y that gips and C0nfent:tvf the 
feople^ kcMughtdntitki a man a- teacher 
in ifffice>i, both n^l^uifvand faife ill faeft . 
I profefie I am aftontflied> to thmke with 
what frame ot fpitrt, « what neflkft laf all 
rules ottmih aodl^ve this bufindSe is 
inannaged.In thtputtkScBion^ He char^^ 
geth nte to h we dclite-ed fomewhat in 
that treatife about ^tferfhnallindmelting 
0f the l^j Oh^fi in^iefuvers ^ and my 
words/d that purpofe ai« quoted at 
Jarge. What then^ am I changed in this 
alfo ? tK)> but tbaf is an^rr^r m the judg* 
ment of^^l that be ordiodox : but that 
'^^ not t\m^tne^e mliaad,but ihtx^tte* 
w0/myJ¥d^meinivAiiai:(ae heiQa^ 

a. 
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m land of ^xpofition upon my vfOrds in 

that treaiife, to ihew that I was not then 

of the mind that I have now delivered 

my fdfoto be of, in my book of Schifme^ 

biat I could eafily anfwer the weakerielfe 

oi\\\S€xceftion$^ and pretended expojFiti^ 

ons df my firmer aiTerticMis, and evideftci^ 

my con0encfm judgment with my feUe 

in t^is buiinefie ever fince*, bat this he 

faith is an error which he gathered out of 

my book ofSihifmet; and fome body hath 

fent him word from oxford that i prea^ 

ched the fame dodrine at St. Maries. I 

wifh his informer had neverw^rf deceived 

him^^ii ismoft true I have done fo, and 

;£ncefr/i^r^at large what then I deliver 

fed, with fundry additiof^s thereunto*, and 

if this Reverend K^uthor (hall r\\\vikgood 

to examine what I have published on: that 

account, (not in the way in this treiati^ 

proceeded i% which in due time ^iU b9 

ibhoned of himfelt & all goo i men , bpn 

with candor^ and a fpirit M Chriftian int 

genuity aadffr^iri?^/[if,)I ihalUcknowledg 

my felfe oblffied to himi^ and in^he m^aii 

.time I dc^e Jiim to \»iimioM^ oi \Kf 

cxpref 



exprefliom, concavm^aM fk^ Orthdtx^ 

to toppofe that opiaion^ fecii^ ^videacei 

of the contrary lie at hand mgreat plcoty; 

and kt him learne from henC€4)ow lirtk 

his infulting in his book on thi$ acooum 

is tote valued- Sec. the 5» be^^w?^ th« 

I then proved the name ^friefis Mt t0 hi 

fr^pef^ 0r to hi ^(mbedt^ thtfmmfters ^ 

the G4>ffell^^ huttmnm (its isfuff0fedU 

fcorne) I call the mnifiers oftmr fartku^ 

iar congregations farocbiall ^fHefis^^ uft. 

true^ In the defcription of the PrelaticaU 

Cimrch I fliewed what they efieemed and 

tailed farifh minifiers amoogft them. I 

never called the Presifytatian itiinilflen 

of particular Congregations /4rpri&/4j| 

frieps. Love truth aid pejice^ thefc 

things aught not thus to be. Sec. the 6. 

Ht labours M find fome diffis'ence in the 

tendency of feverall expre^ons in that 

tfeatife, which is not at all t© Hcu^purfoft 

Ifthand, norrm as will appeare to any 

thaf ihall read the ^r^4^//^it/ellie* la the 

5rv8;p. ID. ii,5ec: )it&k&h€re aofl 

there a feotenoe put of the treatifc and tx* 

kmins it^interlacia^liisdifGCurib with xm 

u.--, ^ true 
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froetcfleCtiottS) furmizes lad prognoiH^ 
ft^tioAs: and in partialis p. the 238 & 
A 3P, Bqt what doth all this availe him in 
f eference to his defigne in handf not oti* 
iy ^<?/^rf , but cvcnfince his exceptions to 
the things ti:^n deliveredy I ani of the 
fame mind that I was > without thrleaft 
^Ittration^hwiin the viewing of what 'J 
^d then ajJ^rteJ^ I find nothing ftrange 
to me J but the fad difcovery of what 
frame of fpint the charge proceeded 
from. Sec'i 2. doth the tphole tvorket, there 
lacknowledgcmy felfe to be of the P/r/^ 
kjurian judgment^ and nqt of the Inde- 
f)endent or congrx^ationalL Had this Re^ 
verend Author thought meet to have 
iconfined his eharge to this one quiffaii^^ 
he had prevented much evill that fpreads 
it felfe over the reft ot his difcourfc, and 
yet have attained the utmoft of what he 
can hope ioir, from the whole-, and here- 
of I haveahready given an account. But 
he will yet proceed, and Sec. 1 3 . informe 
his Reader thtit, in that Treatife I avcF, 
that two things art required in a teadwr, 
as to ibnnail minificriMl Sfoebwg^ ^ 
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€fiftsfrcmGdJ^l Authority fro the ChfTi 
Weill what then? lamotthefamemij 
i^iili^t now I cry down ordination by Pn 
4ytery^vAizt^ (frunot this a great alter atii 
andfigne of inoonftancy^ Truly, Sir^tht 
js more need ofimmiltationiti y6ur fell 
then triumphing againft me ^ for the 
fertion is mofl untrue, and your char] 
altogethcr^«w^/tf^^', which I defire y<i 
would htjAtisfied in^ and not to be ledi 
ny more by evill furmifes, to wrong mi 
tod your owne foule . He addes X^Gt. n 
iw(^cautions , whidi inthat treatife I givl 
to ptivatQ chriftians in the exerciil oi 
their gifts, and clofeth thelaftofchen 
with a juvenile Efifhonema^ diwnelj 
ffoken^ and like a true Presbyterian : and 
yet there is not one word in either of theft 
cautions that I do not ftill own and alloW) 
twhich confirmes the unhappinefle of tht 
<iiarge . Of all that is fubftantiail in any 
-thing that foUowes , I aflirme the fame, 
M to all that v^ch is gone befbi'e, Onely 
as to the liberty to be allowed unto then^ 
which meet in private , who cannot in 
/ufnfcfenee joyne' in the Celebcatioa oi 

publick 



publikcordinaiices,as they are performed 
amongft us , I confefle my felfe to be ^* 
therwtfe minded at frefent^thm the words 
there quoted by this JMthfr do exprefle* 
But this is nothing to the difference be- 
tween Presiytery and independency: and he 
that can glory> that in 14* yeares, he hath 
not altered or improved in his concepti- 
on of fome things, of no greater impor- 
tance then that mentioned^ (hall not have 
me for his rivall. And this is the fumme 
of M\ C. Affendix'^ the difcourfe where- 
of being carried on with fuch r temper of 
fpirit as it is, and fuited to the advantage 
aimed at, by fo many evtUfurmifes^falfc 
fitggeftions > and uncharitable refie&ionSy 
I am perfwaded the takine of that paines « 
will one day be jqo joy of Heart unto him* 




CHAP.3. 



■ CHAP. 5; 

A Review of the chargers Preface^ 

U I^ firft ci:mp.t^ coniifts far the iiK>ft 
+y par 1 5 in arepetition of my w^ds y or 
fo rpuch of the difcoiif fe ofmyfrfi Chap- 
ter as he could wreft , by cutting oft'^ne^ 
arid another parcell of it from its cohe- 
rence in the whoIe,with the incerpofure of 
'lories ot his own, to ferve him to make 
ri//>f reflexions upo /^fTRi with whom he 
hath to deale . How unbecoming fucha 
courfe of pi*ocedure is , for a perfon of 
his worthy gravHj and frofefiorp^ pei^haps 
kts /^TtV Pt^'*^<^ have by this time con- 
vinced him.. If men havea mind to per^ 
petuate controverfies unto ah endlefle, 
fruitlefle reciprocation of words and rj- 
vils^ if to jprovoke to eafie and fodler^^ 
%orfiws ^ it to heighten and aggravate 
differences bej^nd any hope of reconci!i* 
ation, they may do wel to deale after this 
manner with th6 writings of one another. 
M^^^. knowes how cafieit were to make 

bis 
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lib m^ne w^rJs , drdfe him Up in ^ thofe 
ornamtnts whereia he lat^urs to make 
me af>peare in the world, by fuch gloffes, 
inveritons , additions, and interpoiitions, 
as he is pleafed to make uCe of^ but miliiH 
ra ffcramus . Some particulais that feetn 
to be of any importance to our bufihefTc 
in hand , may be remarked as we paife 
through it : fag. i^ He tels us the Dom-' 
tifis had tm frinciflles: i . that thej were 
tie cnelj church ofChrjfi$n^ a m»er $f 
Afri€k^4ind left m Church in the world but 
weirmnu 2. That mnctperttruljbafti- 
zed 5 or^ entred members cf the Cmrch of 
Chrsfiibut by fame Mini fier of their fartjm 
ThefePrindplea, hefaies, are agdne im^ 
f roved by men of another, forty : whom 
though yet he name not, yet it is evident: 
whom he intends : aiKl fagi 3 . he requires 
my judgement o^tho£e principles* 

Becaufe I would not willingly be vmt^ 
ting in any thing that may toid to his 
fatiifaSion^ though I have fome reafon 
to conje(Shire at my.unhappinefie.inre''* 
f peft ot die event v- 1 Ihali with allintegri-' 
sy give him my thou^s o£ tht principles 
cxpreflcdiabpVe. \ i.Ther 



-X . Tbdii if they were confidered in reJ 
farence to the Dpnaiifis wba owned 
|hem, I fay they were meked^ abrupt ^ er^ 
r^/f ftf /^.principles ) tending to the difttir- 
bahce ot the communion of Saints^ and 
cverrng all the rules ot/io/r, that our 
Lord Jefus Chrift hath given to his dif- 
ciples, and leivants to obferve: if he in- 
tend my judgment ofthem in reference 
to the Churches of England^ which he 
calls independent / 1 am forry that he 
fhould thmke he hath any reafon to make 
this inquiry. I know not that man in the 
world who is leffe con(!erned m obteinine 
Counttnance to thofe principles then 1 
am« Let them who are fo ready on all oc« 
cafions or provocations to caft abroad 
riie tolemne formes of reproach^ 5^^//- 
matfjcisy Seifarics, Hereticks^ and the like^ 
fearch their owne hearts^ as to a confor- 
mity oiffirit unto thefe prindples. It is 
not what.meny^;, bat what men ^^^th^ 
th^y ihall be judged by. As the Donatifis 
wercnotthe /fr^ who mft^yvftte char* 
ged with Schifme^ no more was their 
Sjdilfme confined ^o %^fmk • The a^ 

. . grccmcnt 



greement oi fnuttitudes in any principles i-' 
makes it in its felfe not one whit better^ 
and in effeii woife. For my part I aci 
knowledge the Churches in England^ 
ScatlawdzxiA France^ Helvetia^ the nether-^ 
lands y Germa^ny^ Qrcece^ MufcovU^ &cc. as; 
far as I know of them, to be true Chur- 
ches-, fuch for ought 1 know may be in' 
Italy or Sfaine^ and what pretence or 
colour this Reverend perfon hath to fix a 
contrary perfwafion upon me, with fo 
many odious imputations and refle«fti- 
ons, of being one of the Refiorers of all 
loft Churches^ and the like, I profeflel 
know not* Thefe things will not h^ peace 
in the latter end-, fhall the fwor<i devour 
for ever? I dare not fuppofe that he will 
aske why then do I feparate trotn them? 
he hath read my booke gf Schifme^ 
wherein I have undeniably proved, that 
I have feparated from none oixk\tm^ and 
I am loath to fay, though I feare before 
the dofe of my difcomfe I fhall be com- 
pelled to.it, that this Reverend Author 
hath ;mfwcred a matter before he under- 
ftood it^ & confuted a book, vfixokp^ainc 
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2nd chiefe defigne he did not once 2ppn 
head. The reft of this cbafter is compG 
fed of refleifJions upon me from my owt 
mrds wrefted at his pleafure, and adde 
to according to the purpofe in hand ^ an 
the taking for granted unto that end tk 
^% ai' e in the right, wc in the wrong, tha 
their Churches are true churches, and yc 
Qot efteemed fo by me, that we have ft 
foraged from thofe churches, with fud 
like eafie fuppofitions. He is troubUdi\a^ 
I thought the mutual! chargings of eadi 
other with Schifme, between the Rrej 
teria»s^md Indefendent^ was as to its h 
ahattd and ready to vaniih ; wherein 
hath invincibly compelled me toacknoi 
kdge my miftake*, and I afi'ure him I 
heartily forrv that I was miftaken, it 
not be fame bedies joy one day that I 
fo. He feems to be offended with my 
tion of Schifme^ becaufe if it be true, 
wiUcArrj it almofi ctU of the mrld^ 
bleffe the churches mith ei/erlafiing Pi 
He tells me that a learned Dr. fatd 
book wds. one great Schi(tne^ 1 hope thi 
h\xt one^Dns. ofinim^^ becaafe beifig 
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fence It IS not fit it fhould be entertained 
by many. In tte prortfle oi his difcourfe 
he culls out fundry faff ages deliverd by 
me in reference to tfe great divifions ana 
differences , . that are in the world among 
men profeflSng the name of Chrift, and 
applies them to the difference between 
thtFrefl^jferianTtr\d Jndefendents^ with 
many nocabi e lafhes in his way -^ when they 
were very little in my thoughts, nor are 
the things fpoken by me in any t0lerakk 
meafure appHeable tathem'. I fuppofe no 
ratienalt xmn will esrpctft, that I fliould 
follow our Riwrend Jfuthor in fuch wai^ 
and pathes as rhefe-, it were eafie in fo do- 
ing to enter inta an endlcffe maze of 
wordsr, to little purpofe, and I have no ) 
mind to deale with him as hehath done by < 
me, I like not the copy fo well » to write > 
By it-, fo his firft chapter is (fifcuffed, and j 
fe>rgiven. 



E i. CHAP. 



chAp. 4; • 

y)fthe nature offchifme. 

^PHc fecond Chapter of my bookC] 
* whofe examination this Author Ufr 
dertakes in the fecond of his. contaiiung 
the foundation of many inrerences thai 
enfue^and in particular of that defcripti- 
on of Schifme which he intends to op- 
pofe, it might have been expe^ed, that 
he Ihould not have culled out palTages 
his pleafure to defcant upon , but cith 
Tiave trMfcribed the whole , or at leal 
under one vierv have laid downe clearlj 
what I propofed to confirmation 5 thai 
the ftate of the cmtroverfte being righdj 
formedjall might underftand,,)!;^-!/ n^rjiji 
and whereof v^e do'aprme:hviX. he thoaghi 
better of another way of procedure, 
which I am now ^^i^W to allow him in j 
the reafon whereof he knoives^ and otb 
men may conjecture . 

The nrft words he fixes on are the fi 
of the Chapter. The thing ^rvhereof v^ 

trcM 
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treat hthg a Jif order in the infiitutedipor' 

fhifofGodx, whereunco he replyes^/z/x 
an ilifigne or omen, tofiumble dt the thre- 
fhold in going out : thefe mrds are ambi-- 
guonsy and may have a doMe fence , either 
that fchifmejs to be found in matter ofin- 
Jtituted worjhif onely^ or onelj in the diffe- 
rences made in the time of celebrating in- 
flitutcdtPorfhif^ and neither of thefe is yet 
true^ or yet froved^ and fo a mere ^egging 
of the thing in queflion*Sot£2xt\\ ht^Sch/fmc 
may be in ^ and about other matter be fides 
inpitutedworfhif. 

What meafure I am to expedl for the 
future from this entrance or beginning^is 
not hard to ci9nje(5lure* The truth is, the 
Reverend Author underftood me not at 
all, in what I affirmed: I fay not, that 
Schifme in the Church is either abtmt infti^ 
tuted roorjhif , or onely in the time oftvor^ 
fhif^ but that the thing I treat vf , is a dif- 
order in the inftituted worfliip of God, 
and fo it is , if the being , and cpn- 
ftitutio&ofany cWr)& be apart of God's 
worfliip : but when men are given to di-- 
fputing, they think it incumbent on them 

to 
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to qixefticvft every w4ir4^vA expneffi^ 
that may poflibly giNt them an ^ulvafr 
tag€ • but vvetuqA, .Qow W€^e eo^g ' 
take all in good pan as it comes « Hav 
nexdy graated my requeft oi: ftaadiag 
-the f^le determmasifn $f Smfti^^ i» t\ 
C9ntr0V€rfi€ dbiut th iMfnrt if f^hifm 
he iafifts on the Scripture, ufi aod »4M 
of the word,accor<kng to what I had pro 
pofed : only in the meUfhifrk^ll fcnfeo 
the word, as applyeduntoriwi/uhd J>*tt 
tiull bodies , ht endeavours to make il 
appeare^ that it doth not only <fciK>te th 
difterence and divifiQn that falls amoi^ 
them in judgement, but ihtix fe^efii&m al 
fo iiito fames ^ which though he prove 
not from any ot the inflMces produce ' 
yetbecaufe he may not trouble himfel 
any further in the like kind oi needle 
labour-, I do here inf brme him that it 
fuppofe that I deriythat to be a Schifn 
where there is a fcparation^and that be 
caufe there is a fefarAtion , us thoug 
fchifme were in its whole nature ^clufit 
of all. reparation 5 and loft its bein 
when ieparation enfued, he \\u\\tdki 



0) 



my} Inkid is rightly^ as hehiith doft? the 
whole defigtie ct my booke, and my 
M^fe. ia bis firft ammadverfions on this 
Cfeaftcr. But y«t becaufe this is not pro'- 
Tedil (halldefire him not to make t^e of 
it ibr the fatuie as though it were fo. The 
Bril place utged is that of ^ehn 7. ^$. 
T'hert rvjts a Jchtfme among i^efecfie : it is 
not pretended that here was ^nyjeparati- 
fn* Jifs 14, 4. the multitwde dfthe city 
fMS iti'videJ, that is, in their juogmait a- 
bout the Apofties and their dodrmerbuc 
not only fo^for huivS^jf^p, is Tpoken 
of them^ which expreffes their fcparation 
mvck parties : what weight this new mtr^ 
viffne is like to finde with others, I know 
PiOt>for my pait I know the words inforce 
not . the thing aymed at-, and the utmoft 
that feemcs^ to be intended by that ex- 
preflion^ is the ftding of the multitude^ 
fome with one, (bme with another, whilft 
they were ail in a publique commotion, 
nor doth the context require any more* 
T hr fame is the cafe, A if 5 23.7 . wher e the 
Sdildn€es and Pharijees were divided about 
/'W , whilft abiding in the place where 

E 4 th 



the Santdrim fate , being divided ktO 
parties long before •• and in the teftimony 
cited in my margent for the ufe of the 
word in other Authors^ the Author rnakes 
even that J^umSn^m «v w f<ipjf ^ to ftand in 
oppofition, only to fS^Avohirui nor was it 
any more.There was not among the people 
cfRome^ fuch a fepaiation as to break up 
the Corf oration^ or to divide the Govern- 
ment 5 as is known from the ftoiy . The 
place of his owne producing, ABs 19. 9. 
proves indeed that then and there^ the^e 
was afeparation^but as the Author confer* 
fes in the margent^the word theie ufed to 
cxprefle it hath no relation to jtjV* . Ap- 
plied to Eccleftafiicall things , the Rt've- 
rend Author confelfes with me , that the 
word is onely ufed in the fir /i Efiflle to the 
Corinthians i Cor. 19. ch. 11. 18. and 
therefore that fro.m thence the proper ufe 
and importance of it is to be learned.Ha- 
ving laid downe the ufe of the word to 
denote difference of mind and judgments 
with troubles enfuing thereupon>am6ngft 
men met in fome one aflfembly about the 
>mpa^iog of a comfnon ead and defigne. 
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t procjeed to the particular accommod^ 

tionoUtytoehurch-rems.BndCcMmt^'m 
-^tt SoliUrj infiange ^\y^ix oi it in the 
church of^ ^v^orinth : What faies our 
jlttthur )xxtx}into ? Saves he, P^f, z6^ 
thii is A fore-fialling the readers iudge^ 
mtnt^ by a meer hgging of the thing in 
4juefiion : as it hath in fart been prave^ 
from the Scripture its f elf e^ rphereit is » fed 
for fefarationinto parttesyin the foiiticall 
ufe of the word-^ n>hy tt ma'^ not fo pe ufedin 
the eccle^afttcall fenfe^ J fee no reafon^ 
but if this be the way oi begging the QueV 
ilion, I confeffe I know not what cfurfc 
to take to pTAW what I intend. Such 
words are ul'ed fometiirjej in warm di- 
fputes caufeleffely5 it were well they 
were placed where there is fome pretence 
for them-, Certainly they will iiot fervi? 
every tume. Bef ore I aflerted the ufe of 
the word, linftanced in all the plac« • 
where it is ufed^ and evinced the fenfe qf 
it from them/* if this be ^^^^^^it is not 
that/4;:;jf trade of begging, wmch fome 
ufe-, but fuch as a man had as good pro* 

feffedly mrke as follow. How well he 
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Irfth difprnved '^feiis fcnft of Ihe wori 
from ScrJfmtews h^v^ fiscnjjim.aof 
txincerned in tm frsm^ v^ rHfon pifk 
it,»aj mi k^updin tht ndefiipMU fcnfth 
4ttorjtik^ w htf t0>fctfdm.^ .vxf enquiry 
wa4 how it w^ uftd^ tootJiow it migU 
*e y^ed in this R^ercod Author 
' idgmeftt. And this is ti^ fi^ifiaf^td 
ill that is offered to overtfa*t)w |:hat pria- 
dple, which if it j^ii/eand jE^and^bemiift 
n^ed^ confeiTe alibis fottowing pmis to 
bC' to no purpoTe. \Fi^ feu U9 rtafm 

'■\ After the dtcteratioh of fome&ch/w/ 
ffitiMs of his, ^i we mt noW^oated imto, 
atid whi^h we carmot deny him the liberty 
8)f j^kpreffing., though' I proteflfe he do it 
Irhto my i^Hr4e^h&{m^^^ da is the pray &$ 
the'^H.^AHd Icfret jiU ihurth^-fep^ratim 
fromftkifme^ mim tht tether Po make dB 
f4itikul4)rthUr€h^s more dr Up wfchifma* 
ikdll t well 5 the fitft is deayed ^ what is 
ftflfer y for the confirmation of the fe- 
C6nd ? ftith he ^ u>hat 9M ^yigregMm 

Mimd/i is there in the imrld , lAkhire thtrt 

ire H0t di^renm if ji^dgm^m whenci 

- enfuc 
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'^/^ mdny tr^ukts 4h»t the t^fapng 
r^i^mcomimn end ^d Jefigne-^ I deuk 
vi^htther his<^nthefru fhtrtf^rt%^ It my 
t:'efi:imoiay may remove his Jcrufk^ I ai- 
tiire him through th&;grdCf ofd^^ hither- 
to it hath^J^iij^ and I hope it is fo with 
multitudestot other Churches, thofe 
with whome it is ^theftvt/e,, it will ^fpear 
at laft to be m^r^ or, kfle blameabk ©6 
th€ accouflt of i$ry&//5»e. 

Omitting my ferth^: txflkdthn <yt 
awhat I had propoftd,he pafles unto p, 27^ 
of mybdpkj and theace tranfcribes theft 
wordsi thty: lud. differemes atmng thtm^ 
fclvts aheut unHfCfjJary ihin^s^m thtfe they 
engaged ipto difftues and frd/ngs en^tn in 
the j0lemit ' afemblHs\ ffobahlj niuch 
vdine f^lhgs^ dkmtipn t^f a^f(H(tns\ 
€xafferia4:i(^S(ffpmfj0!kh^^ n€fle£i of dfit 
^ffkes ^fkw enjuedherei^fony wher^jincxj 
he fubjoines> that the Afdftk Charges thh 
uV 019^ them is trut^ hut was that all? mri 
there nvt diviftms int afar ties as weUjts in 
judgments? mjhall cmfider that ere Img^ 
But I am forty he hath \\5aved tbisf refer 
flace of the confideiation oi this impor* 

taat 



tant atTertion-, the truth is, bU fes fgei 
df$s^{ih^t^movttiOtt\xiSfofiu$n^ he 1* 
hours in vain for the future.! defire alfotd 
know what he intends hy divifiow inn 
far tits:, if he intend that fome were of en 
f arty 9 feme oi another^ in thefe divifions 
and difFercnccs,it is granted: there can Ix 
no difference in jndgment amongft men 
bat they muft on that account bedi^idei 
into parties: but if he intend thereby, 
that they ^/a//^^^af into feverall churcbeSy 
afembUes^ or congregations, any of them 
fetting up wit> churches on ai new account, 
or fepara^ng horn the fubliik a^emhliei 
of the church whereof they were, and 
that their fo doing is reproved by the A- 
poftle under thtnarhe ofScbifme-y then I 
zell him that this is that indeed whok 
proofe is incumbent on him.Faile he here- 
m, the whole foundation of my difcourfe 
contiiuies firme and unfhakenj the truth 
is, I cannot meet with, any one attempt 
to prove this, which alone was to be prp- 
vedy if he intended that I fhould be any 
farther concerned in his difcourfe , then 
onely to find my felfe reviPd and abu- 
sed. Pairing 



Paffing over what I produce to give 
light and evidence unto my, affertion, he 
proceeds to the confideration of the ob- 
f ef vations and inferences I ijiake upon iu 
p. 2p. and onward. 

The firft he infifts upon is, that the 
thing mentioned is entirely in one Churchy 
amongftthe members of one particular 
ibciety: no mention is made oione church 
divided againft another ^or feparated from 
another. 

To this he replies i . that the church of 
Corinth^ was^a colleBive churchy made nf 
cfmany congregations, and that Imjfelfe 
(Confejje they hadfoJemne al^embliesy not one 
Afemblj onelj^j that I beg the ^ejlion by 
taking It for one Jingle congregation • But 
I fuppofe one particular congregation 
may have more then onefolemne afembly^ 
even as many, as are the times, wherein 
they folemply a femble. 
' 2 . 1 fujppofcd, I had proved that it was 
e^nly one congregation, that ufed to affem- 
hlc'moneplace^ that the Apoftle charged 
this aime upon-, and that this Reverend 
Author vyas pleafed to overlook what 



was produced to.tliat jpurpofe, I am fiol 
to be blamed. 5. Here is another difc 
n^ry ^t\^t th'vs Re^WT^effif perfi?^ never yi 
clearly uaderftootf the defigfie of 
treati(e;> nor the principles I proceed n- 
pon. I>oth he tbihk k is any thing to mv 
.prefent bufinefle, whither theVAn^rr/^ ^ 
GoHnth were fiKrh a chnrch as Prefijtcru 
Am fiippofe it to be^ of foch a one as th« 
Indefen^ents affirmeiti* whilft all ackow- 
ledge it to be one churchy be that pai'tka* 
tar eharch of whap kind it will^ if the 
Sdiifme rebuked by the Apoftle confr 
ft^ in divifion in-it*^ and not in feparatioo 
from it as fuch, I have evmced all that 1 
intended by the ObfeiTation under eon- 
fideration. Yet this he againe perfues, aid 
tells me, that there ivert more forticular 
ihurcheSiinandahout Corinth f as thAtM 
€enchrtAy. And that their differences wert 
not confined to the verge of one church ifst 
there were differences atroAd out of the 
church) And faieSy thatat uHAmares Iej>ih 
feji that they difpited from houfi ttr houft^ 
And in thtfubliek affemhlits: but I will aP 
fere the Rover end Author Iwas ar^Are of 

what 




vhat Ifaid:Isit polfible he ftiould ^4 
lofe thai: by tlie verge otmt Church I 
mended the meeting fUce^d^i the a^em^* 
dy tlierein? was it at ail incumbentoa 
ne^ to prove that they did not manage 
slieir diffetences inj^ritr,^^, as well as in 
\uhlick? is it likely any fiich thing ihould 
sic? did 1 deny that they {tdei and made 
parties about their diviliQi^ and different 
tes? is it any thing to me, of to my thkig 
[ affirme, how, where, and whoi, they 
aianaged their difpixtes,, and debated theiB 
controverfies? it istiue there is mention 
pf Zt church at Cenchreay but is there any^ 
mention that that church made myfefa^ 
nation froin the church of C^orinth? or 
that the differences raention'd were be*^ 
iKween the members of thefe fererall djur^ 
cbes? is it any thing to my- prefenc de-^ 
^gne, though there were 20 part^icular 
congregations in Corinth^ fnppofing that. 
On any {lonfideration/' they vieicQ ont 
church? I affijreyou Su I am more tion*/ 
bled witl) your not under fiandmg the bu"*^ 
finefs aadidefignelmanaage^ then£am< 
with^iyour^r^viling tahji^s, )^ havu^ 
.. "> lade*" 



laden me withall. 

once for all-, unleffe you prove that 
there was a fefaratton fro that Church o^ 
Corinth (be it o f what conftitution it may 
by any be fuppofed ) as fuch, into ano- 
ther churchy and that this is reproved by 
iht.Jpofile under the name of Schifmii 
you fpeak not one word to invalidate 
the principle by me laid downe : and for 
what he addes 5 that for what I fay there 
fvas no one church divided dgainfi another y 
^rfeparated from another^ is ^fiumtd^but 
not fronted unle^e bj a negative^ which is 
fnvailidi,hQ wrejis my words : I fay not, 
Acre was no fuch thing fhxxt that there was 
no mention of any fuch thing: for though 
k be as cleare as the nofne ^^jf^that indeed 
thetc was no fuch thin^, it lufiiceth my 
furfofe that there was no mention of any 
fuch thing , and therefore no fuch thing 
reproved under the name of Schifme, 
With this one ohfervation, I might well 
difmifl'e the whole enfuing treatife, fee- 
ing of how litlc ufe it is like to prove,as 
to the bufineffeinhand^when the Author 
of it iadced^Jipprehends not tjie principle 

which 



ivbich he . .pretends to op jpofe i I AaH 
pnce mote tell him, that he abide not ia 
his miftake^ that if he intend to evert the 
frinciflt here bymc infift^d on^it muft be 
by a aemonftratiohxh^tiki^ 
gedonthe Corimhijiuu^yPaulQmSA^td. 
in the feparatioit ftqm y and relinqtiifb- 
ment of that church,; whereof they were 
tntmhcrsi and congiegktihg into-^skiother 
not before ere^ed or jeflabSifaad; .fer;this 
is that which the RtforjMd€iinnwr:zx(^ 
charged to^ by the. Aw»ii^^i^iarefpe<9b 
of their Churches^fnd ^ccufedof; fdiifme 
thci^npon . But, the differences ivhich 
he thirds good to mmnage and maiatain^ 
ivith).an(^ againi): the. .W^fWifi^rx do fo 
polTefle the thoughtiof this Rt^tirtnd 
jifffhcr^ that what cvcroccurres to him, 
is immediately meafured by. the rfe4r^ 
which iCifeems tdibcai^ormayJfKjffibly 
bear ihdireunto, .tboiigh that confidc- 
ratioh wereleaft otaU r^ardeidin its pro- 

Theinext obfervkijm upon, the for- 
mer thsfts that he takes inta his examina-* 
tion/o hx as he is pieafed to tranlaibe 
\:j F it 



Uyi& this*, ffire is na mendom ^fanf 
€ularnu» er numkir af nun fefi 

j^bik&ing 0f tffemjel^ts fram ks fi 

€es Aimngfii fbemfdm&ix, Heieunio 
Auti^ irarioufly replyel and faies> i . 
^n^aii^^wn^mtftf4TaJih»s m^dt^ if 
frim^ tkai fhunb^jel i^ that cburj^k as 
#1 dfvifi^l. Lit the Ssnifimre drttfm 
duipif^^i»di^^«^ /4»; aJDifcipUtcft^ 
pudom^apd t a ^ Dfjcipie $f KAfoU^^i 
smtbm h 6ur lam^ua^^s I Am a me 
^frcb dt mmfitxs 'sAi^igatiwJf^ 
fuhi^mmfQrmywwHtj.z and fe i 

QUSsaniCis mtfefaratianthitJOirdm^^ 
0ffHthemsfiiigs if: i C^.s- :■-..' 
;I 4fa>9bt not btttJtlKit our Jie^ut 
Autkis^^&iippokth chat h^ hath here f{ 
k^n^to the pwppfd^^d mactcr in 
and fo perhaps may fome others. 
ai£ou i3Dial)[i:aavfe& leave to entc 
d^(}int^ opca the account of the infofl 
r6afon%lbr^ f « It^^mtfcfdnatiM i^ 

Chi 



€ESi»^hiIft they <x3tnddU^ members ^ftber 
fkiie Churcb , tftac I'dmy ta be bcr^ 
chaij^rtioder .fhe^ti^'e of ^^^^e^^^l^u^ 

fiidii a: fisporatioQ iram; die Ctiutft^^y as^ 
- u^ t^fiaredirf^ ^^. yitm rfifpiics 

the iiifibsiiiaieiifts oi ^Ittir^ceaiver^ 

not poil^bly^ be hi^^akd to fd;ct0^iiato 

fo,di^ c^ld not hr^itira of* tbetn th^f 

2iirTnsv'oh(>fe i^hkh neis p^^ 
pad^dtvntb rbetnu .'jt, Grani aitdis, yed 
this prdyts Mnhft^' lorrthe cais&: kx hand/, 
mea .ms^ crye ap fame the C^n^er' 

jet iieidi)erof ttr£m'i^paira€e:froix» tHia 

one 5 ot other^ or the congr^tJoas^ 

! chens&kesMlmcAaQyi/^ji)46^jiri«;i^wheire>- 

mt^fudh Md fach c0iB^0i^atiam*^ Sot*; 
this is; nioft mfnhdhu:, t^rfirfty there 
is no mentibQ ar all of thofe rn^ay coft^f 
gvegadqos that are fiaf^p^feii? boc* u\\\^ 

Fa the 



ti)e cdnti^ry, as I have dedared^ & tSf^ 
prdBy airertcd: 2. There is no (irch thii^ 
pfcpUw^d or , ifUtmAttd^ nor, S^^c they 
in ^^ iieaft rr^«it«i for jany fiKli tW 
tboqgfaiHthe foremenxioned diferenccs 
\vh^aX€4 leff'eevill are reproved againj 
^nd 8J^ne , under the name of SchiliDe 
{<nhat this mcft imfrtAMt mfroha^ 
btj or rather, vainie cd»jedure> i$ a very 
mean r^f»g( and retreat v from the evi- 
dence ot exprcfle Scripture, which i| 
thife pla'ee is alone mquii-ed afters 
I>oth ^indeed :x\\t\ Reverend jfuebpi 
thinks will he pretend fo to do, that tbc 
holy.A|Joftle fhoaldrfoexpreflyi^weighiri- 
ly ,and earne ftly^reprpve ihtitjdijJeMmt 
in the church, wher&)t,they wae mem* 
bers,and yet not/peak one wqrd>,or give 
thc: ka& intitnationi of, their (efarMtm 
j6oiBtbechurch4.. had there indeed been 
any: flKh thing? . I dare leave this to thcj 
^p^fmnce oi the moft partially addi«aed 
jKrlbn under heaven , tp the Authors 
©ule; \vbo hath any confcienccat all-, 
Hor dare I dwell longer on the cQnfutaticn 
of this, /i:^/e?/^ , thoiigh it be upon the 
: . ' . . mater 



thattft the whole of what fsm to con- 
tend withall . Bat he fai their iitformes us 
that, there vfM a fef aeration tpfmies in 
the ehknh of Corinth^ at tea ft as ivone dr^ 

. dinance ^f the Lords faff er^ dsaf fears 
c. 1 1.^. 18, 21, 23, 23. and tin was part 
cf their Schifme^'V'^6. Andnothhg after 
they fefarated into itker Ch/$rchn:^ fleigh- 
ting and undervaluing; the fir ft miniftsrs 
and churches^ as nothing or iepe pure then 
their owne^which mfeefraSiifcdftfffi'cient^ 
fyatthi^ day. A.Werc not this the heid & 
leate ot the /fr/ part of the ccHitroverfie 

- infiftedonjfliouldnot beabIeto/r^i/4/7^ 
with tny felftj to caft away predoos time 
in the confideration of fuch things; as 
thefe, being tendered as fuitahle to the 
bufineife in handvit is acknowliedged that 
there were differences amongft them, and 
diforders in the adminiftration of'th^ 

I Lords fupper^that therein they ufed re-^ 
ffeB offerfons^^srhQ place quoted in the 
m»gm by our Author, Jam. 2. 1,2^5. 
liiamfefts that r hey were ready to do in 
other places-, the <iliforder the i^mfilt 
blames itf the adn}imitrati()n of the ordi- 
\. - F 3 nances 



■t^fscci yml, ffhm ikt^ gme^lfget^ 
the i^kiffek, ir. 1 8. when they ^t'tme t\ 
tker i»t»eflMeiV* »o. chore they. ;tai 

J>uc.p^>iniQgH0{>rep2ti»d, (omeoaviog/ 
rw before, ,fomerb^ogA»fl!g'>3':V.*«Jw '* 
thtogs were mannaggd with islresc rgivfi 
fifiif 9tnofigil them v. « « . iand i£ thi$ proi 
not, that the Scfrif^i.^sx^ Were chai^d 
ix'ithill con(iftedtfla;/<^^4^/«ft£rom wfl 
church with wbicK they came cogecher « 
4Uf ^ fUcetVTQ are hbpel^'e <>t' any Jsurtbci 
evi4eoce to be tendredco that piirpor<| 
That there were tlifirJerfwaotij^k thew 
iii theoelcbi'ationofthe hcxd$ lopperil 
certain ^ thtt they ffparafed into lever;! 
congregations on that aocount* or OM 
Irom another, or 4nj from aSy is oot in 
the leaft intimation Signified ^ but the 
l^laine contrary {bines in the whole ftate 
©f things, as there teprefented.* had that 
he^ndmcy and had To to do, hkea fitch «$ 
(viJiyZs is pdeaded, (as cattflefly to do it is 
no fmall eyiil) it had not pafled nnnfrf 
Whom him, ^ho was refolved in. the 
things of God , not tofpsie ,th^4 i Ttot 

,\ : they 



C7r) 

aimifd A: to be afliertcd Our RrwtmdAw 
tkor a£Brini?ft> thUt fo he May make Way: 
for ariy^r^'M on thfe things ot his {htc-. 
£mt €li{2|aietmeHt ^ bttC at weareftotas. 
yet amcermng Mrfelws; in what thcv. 
did afterwards^ fo\^en w&^e> weibail 
ex|>ed^ fomewhat more tbcnidrcajfif^mM^' 
U^9uiorthe proofeofit: being more 
then Ordinarily confident, that he is HOC 
aUefirom the Serif ture^ of any ox\\^fiorf 
of credit^ to give the leaft countenance 
to what he here affirtnes. But now as if 
the matter Were mli difchjtrged^ ifiliert 
there hath not one word beetl i^ken^ 
that in the leaft reaches the cafe in hand} 
\A faith 5^ hj my offaff^fttion that thtn 
was but $ne pn^U congngation at Ci^inth^ 
yet (faid he; t%e K^p^^pe dehctts the in^ 
threnfrom Schifme^ And ipntii tp^ nmn 
tfkntht church of C0rmh, ch. 1 . o^, i. A. 
I have told him beibre^ that though I am 
fall. well refolved that there wsts but one 
ffffgli fpngregatiM at Corinth in thdft 
daics , yet I am iK>t ii all convinced as t^' 
xhtfrpfofitiim uoUer confir^natid.to aiTett 

F4 any 



0^1 

any ^ach^ thiilg , but will fuppbfe the 
, €h»rcb to be of what kind my Author 
pleafeth, whilft he will acknowledge it to 
be* tlfie f Articular Church of Cmmth . I 
confefle the Afoflk dehorts the/ bre$h^en 
from Schijm^ even others as well dschofe 
at Corinth J fo far as the church of God in 
all places, and ages, are concerned in his 
w/ri^^/tf^^rand dehortations, when they 
fall under the cafe ftated, par a Sell witk 
that which is the ^rim^^ of his dealing 
with them at Corinth-^ but what that 
Schifme was from which he dehmts them, 
he declares only in the infiance of the 
Church of Corinth : and thence is t^ie 
mfafure of it to be taken, in reference to 
all dehor led from it* Untothejd.o^ 
I fervatim added by me, he makes no re- 

i turne, but only laies down fome ^Ar^^pri* 

9m to the exemplification given of the 
whole m^atter, in mother fchifme that fell 
out in that Church about 40 jearejf after 
the compofure of this, which was the oc- 
cafionof that excellent Mfiftle unto them 
from the C)&i^rcA^/jfia»^, called the Epi- 
iUe of Clement •, diilWading. them from 

i • ' per- 






(75> 
perfifting Itk that firife and contentions 
and preffing them to unity and agree-. 
metit aniong themfelves: fome things imr 
jic'verend.iuthcroitvs as to this inftanee^ 
but fOj as that I cannot but fuppofe^ tbac 
he confuked not the Efifiie on this parti- 
cular occafion^and therefore now Idefire 
him that he would do To, and I am per- 
fwaded he will not afecoftd^imemvecovai^ 
tenance to my fuch apprehenuon of the 
then ftate oft he Church, as though there 
were any (eparatioii made from it, by any 
oi^t members thereof^ doeing or luftb- 
rin^ the injury there complained ofjabout 
which thofe differencefs and contenti^ms 
arofc. I fliall not need to go over, againe 
the feveralls of that ^piftle-, one word 
mentioned by my felfe^ namely ^^'^TttyLyisTf^ 
heinfiftson, ana informes us, that it im^ 
plies' 4 fefarathn into ether affemilief^ 
which heiaies 7 waved to under fiand; I 
confefle I did fo in this place, and fo 
would he alfoj if he had once confulted iti 
The fpecch of the church of Rome is thcrft 
to the church of Corinth^ in reference to 
the elders whom they haddfpofcd . the 

wholf 



(7^) 
T»hok foicedoe: is-,**** j8«Tf^i'*^flfii4^ 

»7ifcWx««rvf>/«4*and the words unAcdi* 
?^^y going before are^ <^^'&io< 0/ 8e^oi^«t# 

fSi^^lniuunir fi/i^»^^:tbtnfollQ^^ that tpWMf 

SvowJ^ Author I ((ippo{e> ufidcrftaads 
Gf^f^^ wd fo I ihall {pare my {>airis of 
tranCcribing iMr.T^ngs Idiin tra»fldis^ 
^n^Or adcting one in Engliih of mine owa» 
9nd ii^hc be pleafed to read thefe words^ 
Ithinkwe fliall have no more ofhis«ef7«(>i 

. If a Fake opportmiity all roe forth to 
<he farther mannageraent of this contro- 
versy^ I fliall tot doubt but from that £- 
fifile^ and fome other pieces of undoubted 
4miqmtjy^% the Epiftle of the Chulch of 
Vtennd^nd Lpns^oi Smyrna^ with fome 
public^ records of thofe daics, as yet pre*' 
wryed, worthy all of them to be written 
in letters of Gold, to evince thatftateof 
$be Churches of Chrift in thofe daieS) as 
will ^w^jAmd^nt U^ht to xk^frin$ifU$ 
Iprocecd upoaifl this whole bufiaefle • 
. * And 
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fad tbiS tiave I hriefl/ n^nJkmd 

xwhfit was piropofed as chc'precifc $crip?- 

£Uf ^ 0OUon of fchifme^ ^aiuft which ior 

deed not any one objt<^ioa hath beenrair 

Ced, that (peaks direcStly to the thing in 

liatid. Om Reverend Autlm}xm% full of 

Vi^mitaffeiH^ns z^m&xhttndefendenttf 

and exei'ofed greatly in difftaing the 

common principles which eithei' they 

bold) or are fdppofed fo todos meafures 

«very thing that is fpoken, by hisappre^ 

tieniioAQic thofe difterentes, wherein as 

be thinks thnr-concermnent doth lie: had 

it not bin for (bme fuch prejudice, (for I 

gin unwillif]^ to afcribe it to more blame^ 

nble priflcipTes) it would have been al* 

moft impo^ble that he ihould have once 

imagined that he- had made the leafl at^ 

lempt towards the ever£ion of what I had 

a0ertedi machleiTe that he had made^W 

the title of his book^though he (icarce tort 

gets it, or. any thing cdncerning it but its 

proofe, in zsxfottt wbilelcate ot his trea^ 

tifen Itremaines then that the ;»ifrtfrr«d 

)9i;iMdtSchirnie as revealed and defaif 

bedin the Scdpture,. was rightly .fixed ia 

m 



v(7^ 
4ny former difcoiirfe-, and I tHuft'aHiire 

this Reverend AU^or^ that Iain not a- 
frighted fa-om the embraceing and main* 
taining of it, with thofe fcare crowes of 
newUght^ftngtdaritj^ and the like, which • 
he is pleafed frequently tofetQpto that 
<purpofe. The diftourfe that enlues in our 
/t uthor concerning a parity of reafoiiy to 
prove that if that be^^A/yJwe, then much 
more is fpdration fo, fliall atterwards if 
need be, beconfi Jered^when I proceed to 
Ihew what yet farther may be granted 
without the leaft prejudice ol truth^ 
though none can w^<?//fi<rtf toe to recede 
from the prectfe notion of the name and 

thing deliverd m the Scripture. Iconfefs 
I cannot I u t marvelU that any man under- 
taking the examination oftnat Treatife, 
ani expreifing fo^much indignation at the 
thoughts ot mydifccurfe^ that lyeth m 
this bufineffe, ihoidd fo fleightly pafle o« 
««rthaty whereon be knew thati laid the 
gi'eat weight otthe whoft. Hath he fo 
tattttch as indeavourd to prove, that that 
plate to i\\^ Corinthians^ is not the only 
fiiaoe wherein there, is VL\t]» Scripcurs^ 



(77) 

any mention of fch:fmemm^rr/(fjJir//r4if . 

fenfe •, or that the Chinch oiCortmh was 

not 2ifArtHHlarc\)xxxQ)^i is any thing of 

importance offercfto imp»re theairertioa 

that the evill reproved was within the 

verge of that church, and without fepara* 

tionfrom it? and do I need any more to 

make good to the utmofi that which. I 

have aircrtedj butof theie thingsattcr- 

wardst ;•"• • 

' In all that foUowes to the end oi this: 

chapter^! meet with nothing of impor-^ 

tance that ij/f^rwfy farther notice.-^ that 

which is fpoken is for the moft part butU 

upon miftakes^as that wh<n I fpeak of 

a member or the members o t one f^ticu^. 

larchurck^ I intend ondy ontfwgksan,^. 

gregation exclufively ' to any other 

acceptation of that expfeifiony itt refe** 

rcnce td'the appreherilion of others: 

that I cfchic the reformed Churches to be 

true ch»jdie$ , becaufe ' I dcnvc the 

Xhurch of[Rome teibjiefo-, anddeniethe 

inftiuitioa of a ndihnnU churchy which 

yet our Author pleads' not for. He 

would .have it for. granted that be-f* 

.. . ..cau^ 
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mongcharcb menders ^ therefore he ihac 
rafesfudi a diffefe»ce^ whkher he be» 
member of that churclnvhereift fhe differ 
veait^ is raifed, or ot* kiy other or nor 
(foppofe he bed xiM4humetimot a 5^cw> 
k 1 Sckifmattck^ pleads for the old ^^yfiir/^ 
ril(?;fcof Sdiifme^as fiMabte tathc -Sm^- 
t^rf^^ta the whole foondattoaaf it ifl 
taken awayi-wrefts many of my expref- 
fioiis « as that iir pa^fiical^^ iu^not ma- 
king the matter ofSdiifme toi &e rbiM^ 
rtlatin^. to the* woifhip ofr.God, 
to needlefic dtfcorofes ibout Jto- 
ffrine and Drfciflme^ not apptxrhendkig 
w4iae lincended: bv that e^preffion of the 
wNi!^i/r^(jiM!^ arw J foppofe it lifot advi*- 
ftble to' follow hii» in fuch extravagant 
cies. The ofnall aggravatioaisof^ir^f/iee 
he thoc^htgood'to^^rii^^rir^^-nv^ be 
hoped tnst I wotdddi^)»te wicbhEima^ 
boat them J cannot tell.I (halt nxD^i^ alTcnre 
him that I will ^t^ihough iiltn^ have 
his good leave to^ favfo, I lay much moro 
weight on thofe sdtftedon by im^feiik^ 
wherein . I am MC^uragsd^ b/ hisappi^oba- 
BOttof them. CHAP. 
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'TTHe third Chapter oi my Treatife? 

-* confifting in the frevfinting and re- 
jQfiovii^ fucb ol>jie<ftions as the fncedm, 
«JifcQuif« might leetnlyabk and obnoxi-, 
ousuntQ>i&propQfe^ to examination, fciy^ 
qui: Reytpend Author, in the third C,h2^ 
of his Bqok& and the obje^ns mention 
ned undertaken to be managed by hun> 
with what fucceflcj fome/rw confidecati* 
cjiWi will evince. " 

The firftObje^ioa by me propafed: 
was taken horn the Common A^prehen-» 
fioa <it the nature of S<;hifine, and tba 
i0ae of ftatein^ it as by me layd down$^ 
namely hence it would ioUow that th^ 
pfdrdtffm nfMy man (^r mtnfnm a. true 
Churchy ^rofwe Church fr^m others: is not 
^hfmip . Bm nQ w waving for the pre-v 
(Sbfitthe. wQt^ lat^e coailderauGNEi dtthC: 
name & thing , whkh yet in the procedk^ 

ofmy difoourfe i.do coadefcead upon^. 
^Kxaidmg ta the principle hyd dowAv l< 

ky tbi&Juthe: |Kfiafe.£gQti&»m of .^ 



Ivord, and defaiption of the thing as 
given by the holy GiioA this is true-, no 
ivLfzhfe far at ion IS in the fcripture fo cal- 
led, or fo accounted, whither it may not' 
in a lar^e fence be efteemed as fiich^ I do 
hot dilpute,yea laftemards^tzvit it (b 
farre:^ ss to niakethat conceflion the bot-' 
tome and foundation ot my whole plea^ 
•Ibr the vindicathn ot the- reformed 
churches fro# that crime. Om -Reverend 
Author remtorces theobjedioh by fun- 
dry inftances; As^ I , that he hath dtf- 
proved that fence or frecrfe fi^nification' 
^ the word h Scripture yho\YV/t\\ let the 
Reader judge. 2. That Juppofin^ that 
tiiVe the onelj fenct mentioned in that eafe 
iff the Corinthians J yet may another fence 
be intimated m Scripture and deduced hy 
-regular and ration all conjequence : Per- , 
hops this will not be.fo eafy an under-* 
rakiiig, this being the oneJy flac^ where 
^^name is mentioned,or thh^g^poktn oF 
ihan Ecdefiafticall fence: but When any^ 
ptoofe is tendred of what is here affir- 
med, we ihall attend unto it. ' It it faid* 
indeed that i^fefsration im judgment (n* 



rate from a Cfrurchl but our quefticm is 

about the. precife notion of the word in 

Scripture, ^d conftqutnceiivom thence, . 

Qot about confequents froim the nature of 

things, concerning which if o^r Author 

had been pleafed to haveilaid a while, he 

would have found n:ie granting as much as 

hecouId.weH defire.. 3^ 1 ^ohh^.ip. 

is facrificed ^Vs^S^rfcc^ff^^^Sff and inter- 

pretefd; of Schifmej r; Wheie ( t6 ittske 

oneventurisiaiautalioaf^ our Author X 

All Orthodox Interpreters > mduarhirj 

of :cpntf?o%firjfics ex found Jt (f AfofiUcf^ 

neitbgr Vrill the rwrex^ or : arguing of tTO 

^/^/jy^A.^nuLof another expofition^mens 

mepi^iiiScci^imt jea^ve countenance 

10 ini^etfer'atc err ours is one of theit word; 

k concoinitancs »,. fo tiienihat fepei^atida 

from Churdiesis oftiantiotes evHl is reft* 

dily ^Mted: of what aatSre that eViUis; 

with what are the/ aggravationsf of it ^ 

a judgment istobeiudde^fix^mtbepleas 

I Co farr^as it proceeck from fuch dif^nj^otts 
I as befica^.werejnenti<>o«i,fo far.itpro- 
I .. G^ cecds 



c^efi^ from j^^)W^ ;bot iQ its ovra mtorc 
abfiUutdy coQudered it is not ib# ' 

To render jny* former afl[eitions the 
moreanqueftionabiyevidenc,' Iconfidet 
tfac- iivcrall, accounts*, giveii « of .. mens 
bldfneHbk Jefartwts from atify Church5 
or Churches monfioiied ki Scripcore^and 
fliaitifdOk that none o^f them com^ under 
tkjeheaiiof 5f^/^^. Apoftafy, irregu- 
lady oiwalkin^^ and proiei&d iewaality, 
areihei^4^i>T^Vi^unco^ bl^hieal^le dt* 
fwtoxts from theGift«»-//E^i iiuihe Sqip« 
tureare:rclerr«d^./'V' ^ :'oi)jf>".c. . 

; Tliaf it^pre aie other aocomiM of this 
CKii^> pur A»thor^^o}kk * not 1 ^ajflfflrt^ he 
ooeiy (biesy that ill^^wfpm^J^ the fUas 
X produce^ as Jr^^JMe^ i^dUdmeaiU f4^ 
furdtimfr^m aCdj^^h^M mtitdthe*HMt$ri 

Hm v-i ' Wh« (nth^t moti^n^tii^ not 
|»d him [pc^tii^^Cd fdimif^mi) mth 

(o: rtiuc\i ^4uikf»X\&xyni^h hi$ Ivhoie dif* 
codrfeas in this'f ifl(%> ^yi^wfame doit^ 
thfiy'iw^rf the^»4>»x'* ofSchifrttfe^: they 
mind it as fr€C4dmisusxotb^ fepiiraciotH 
fothefammeofw^iar he aimsmlhoon^ 



telling 
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teftfitgabottttheejcpofitioft of thof^pla- 
<jfes ot Scripture is thU-, fome of them do, 
mimd i I krtOW ht^ how ) the pMli^e of 
Schififti^ which bti never once named as 
precedaneoos to feparation^therefoic the 
ptecife notion of Schifme ih ihe Saip- 
turedoth VLOiA^Qt^diffmncis alid iJm-^ 
jj^/t^ in a Church Ottly^ ^(fder^ demon^ 
firamkm : That I , fliOttld fpfend time 
in <iebatiiig a confidmtion lo remvte 
ftom the Aote of ttjecbntroverfie in hand^ 
I am fur eMl not be ekpeded by fach a$ 
ondwftandit* ^'' , 

V^g'.q'j. Of toy ireatife I affirm that 
fcr-a wianto withdraw or withold him* 
felfe^om the commonion ejcterhall and 
vifible of any Church or Churches > oa 
that piietefttion or plea fbe it true oi' o- 
thctwifej that the Woribip, dodrine, or 
difciplixiekiftitutedby Cnriftis corrup- 
ted among them, wifh which corruption 
he 'dares not defile himfelfej is no 
wher-e^in the Scripture caile^ Sckfm^y 
nor isthat cafe particularly exemplified, 
or expreflely fuppofedj whereby a Judg- 

G i merit 
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inent majr be made of the fifftat lai-gCibut 
we are left J upon the. whole matter, to 
the guidance of fuch generall rtiles and 
principles as are given us for that end and' 
purpofe: Such is my meaneiTe of ap- 
preheniion that I could not under (land, 
but that either this affertion muft be fub* 
fcribed unto , as of irrefragable verity, 
or elfe that inftances to the contrary 
muft have been given out ojF the 5rr//>- 
mr€y{ov on that hiffge alone doth this 
prefent controverfie ( and that by con« 
lent^ turne it felfe: But our £ w^r^^^ 
jiufhr thinks good to take another 
courfe (for which his reafons may eafily 
be conjectured ) and excepts againft the 
aflertion it felfe in GenerallifitA^QS umbi- 
guous andfalUcms , And then alfo inti- 
mutes that he will f can the words in fer* 
Pfcular^ MM juffa capeffere, &c. i. He 
faics> that / fell net n: hither a man way 
fcparate iphere there ss corruftioninjowt^ 
4^ne cfthefe'onelj or in all of them^ nor 
•2 . Hcfv far re fome or all of thefe mufi be 
corrupted before tve fefarate^ A. This is 

no. finall vanit'^ under the funne, that 

men 
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men will not onely meaff^re themfelves Bj 
thtmfclves^ but others alfo by their own 
meafure.* Our Author is ftiUwith his 
finger in the /irr, and therefore fuppofes 
that others muft needs take the fame 
courfe* Is there any thing in my ajier'* 
thn whidier a man may fefdt ate from any 
church or no ? any thing upon whay 
Corruption he may lawfully Co do? any 
thing oifiating the difference betwixt the 
Presbittrians and ludefendmts? do I at 
all fix it on ^%foot of 4r^^i^»^ when I 
come fo to doe ? I humbly beg of this 
Author 9 that if I have fo objcurely and in- 
tricately delivered my felfe and meaning, 
that he cannot come to the underftan- 
ding of my dtfigncy nor import of my 
cxprclfions , that he would favour me 
with a command to explain my felfe, 
before he engage into a publickje refuta- 
tion of what he doth not fo clear Ij appre* 
bend ! Alas, I do not in this flace in 
the leafk intend to juftify an'j (eparation^ 
nor to fliew what fleas are furacient to 
juftify a feparation, nor what corruption 
JA the church feparated from, is neceiTary 

G 3 thereunto. 
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thereunto, nor at aU rcg^d the aiur«^ 
verfn bis eye is allwaks ohj but - one* 
ly declare what is not cc^mprifed in the 

alfo bow a Judgment '\s ^o be mack of 
that which is fo by nae e^cluded^ v^hicher 
it be good or evill . Would be hfjve been 
pleaied tohave fpok^ to the bufineHe 
in hand^or any thing tothe prefent pur^ 
pofe,it muft not have been by an inquiry 
kito the gltounds & re^fons Q^ftfar^h^^ 
bow ferre it may be )upfied by the plea' 
Tnentioned^ or how im re not.- when that 
pka is to be billowed:,, and when rejc^teds 
tut this only \vas incumbent on him iQ 
prove J namely ^ that fuch a fof^a^ath^ 
upon that pka^'or the like^^is called Sehif^ 
me in the Scripture , and as inch a thing 
condemned • What . my concernment ij 
intheenfuingobfervations-, tim the^i^ 
daicall Chnnh if as as a^rrnp as mrsy that 
if a hari flea true-er falfe '^ill.fer^e tdi jufif^ 
fe mifiy all fefarattft^t may be fi^fi/fi^d^ 
he himfelfe will eafily peieeiv? ; Bitt 
however^ I cmnot . but .tell him by the 
way^ that he who will; dcgm-afizer i« 

this 
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this cotttroVerfy feoiB' ihe' ^^ndrndU, 
^Chnrcky and the conrfe of procodvigs 
. amongw them , to the difedion and H- 
mitatioa of doty, as to the churches of 
the GofpeLcorifidcriag the vaft &inDpor* 
tant dtiferelices between t h^coHftHutichs 
crftheorie& the other^with thie infallible 
obligation to certain principles^ on the 
acxrount of the typical! inftitution in that 
Frimitive ChHrcb^whtti there neitlier was 
HOC could be any more in the world^muft 
expecft to bring other Arguments to 
compaife his dengne, then the mdogit 
pretended. Foi* the juftificationof^/^ie 
r4^3j/?i of the reafon^if it will enfue^upoa 
the examination for fifaraiifmy and the 
ciraimftances of the ieperacmg , where-^ 
unto I refeore them, let it follow ^ and let 
who sp>// complain ; But to fill up the 
meafore of the mifidke he is ingaged in, 
he tell? us fag .75 • th4t thts is ihe ftnch of 
the qiujlio»j»hithtr a wan or 4 company of 
men mdj Jefarstc from 4 trm Churchy 
upan 4 plea ofQorr^ftH i» «>, trut orfalfe^ 
&fet nf another Church as^to> ordinances^ 
renomfc$»ftb4f Chnrchtehatrne Churchy. 
/ G 4 This 



T^Af^ (faith he) u ' fl/dnelf durcaft a 
fre[ent^ with the Doit or and hU Jffa - 
ciatef 5 truly I ^o not know that 
fiver I was neceflfitated to a^ more fad 
ancf fruitleffe imploymcnt ki this kind 
of jabour. and . travailfe. Is that the 
queftion in prefent agitation? is any 
thing, word, title, or iota fpoken to it? 
is it my prefent bdfineffe to ftate the di- 
fference ^ between the Prefkjurians and 
Independents? do I any where do it upon 
this account? do Inot every where pofi- 
tively deny that there is any fuch fepara- 
lion made? nay can common ijomfi^^ovf 
fuch a ftate of a queftion, if that w^re the 
bufineffe in hand to be put upon me? are 
their ordinances and churches . fo denied 
by ijie as is pretended? what I have often 
faid, muft again be repeated. The Reve* 
rend Author hath His eye fo fixed on the. 
difference betweeh the Prefbytersans and 
the Indefendants^ that he is at every turn 
Ifead out of the way into fuch miftakes, as 
it was not poffible he Ihould otherwife 
be overtaken witball^ this is perhaps men-- 
tugr^ipmus error: But I hopg it would 

be 
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be x\6iea$h to him to be delivered from 
it . When I laid downe the principles 
which it was his good will to oppofe^ I 
had many things undor confideration^ as 
to the fettling of Confcience in refpeil 
of manifold oppofitions-, and to tellhim 
the trtith, leaft vdt$ed that which he is 
pleafed to mannage. and to' look upon as 
my fole intendment*, if it be not ^0phle 
^to deliver him from this ftrong imagina- 
tion^ that cairies the images zmffecies of 
Independency alwaies before his eies, we 
ihall fdarce ipeak ad idem in this whole 
difcourfe . I defire then that he would 
^take notice , that as th^fiate of the con- 
troverfy he propofes, doth no more re- 
late to that which peculiarly is pretended 
to ly under his confideration, then any o- 
ther thing whatever.that he miglit have 
mentioned^: fo when the peculiar d/fe-- 
rence between him and the Independents 
comes to be mannaged, fcarce any one 
terme of his^ftate will be allowed. Excep- 
tions are in the next place attempted to 
be put in to my aflertion, that there i? no 
example in the Scripture of any one 

Churche? 
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Churches defdrture from theuhdoft which 
^hey ought tohoW with others, onldlc 
it be ia fomc of their defartntcs jrtm the 
€tmmon faith y which kn$t S€bifme\ much 

with the fame fwcefle as formerly: let 
him produce one »j2f4Wtf, and^ BnHer^ 
Ifam • I grant the Rwun chnrch oa g 
fuppofitiott that lets a Church\^ which yet 
I utterly deny ) to be a fchifmdticall 
Cfmrchnpon the account oi ihtintiftim 
dtvifioMs of all fart$s or what other ac^' 
counts other men urge them with the 
fame guilt I fuppofe he knows by this, 
that I tm not concern d« Having naifhed 
this ex f hit , becaufe I had faid, if I were 
f^nmUmg^ I did not underftand how I 
might ^ amfcied to carry on the mtia^ 
^flchifme any tarther^ he tells mQ^thufk 
ihunwillipgy htdauJ^s uathHttabe able 
Ufam^cli me: but who told him I was 4wi* 
viiii»g Co to do/" do I not immediately 
Wtihoiit any c$mfulftQtt very ireely fall m^ 
pOB the workc? did I fay I was uvwUlinr? 
Cettsmly It ought not to be thus^ of his 
unities, in other things I do not doubt ^ 
in liiis difcoqifc b^ is pl?afed to extra fc 
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There w. but Km paffage more tk^ 

«eeds CO be'remarfcedjand f<» thi* Ch4ft!fr 

^JJTois otfrnHTedi He puts iaa c^-wm* ttwt 

J limit aot Sckifmau^ th^ ntrjhif pt Qoi, 

upon thdi^e wiwrds.af mme^ *Ar caafidera*- 

U<mifvh4tjftrtitfmUn in rtfmnttu fttr 

fwjw/' f/^tf*^ (wheie he iixfms ia the »»*• 

pstitiQi^ »#M<rtA4*) isii^ituted byje-r 

fus Ch^S^, is the foqotfation <& wh« I 

Jiaye further .to offer-, whereto he Cub* 

)oine«I <Af M^pn (if thif i» that ht may 

h»vt ^fmrttneattvhcnhtjis (har^dvifb 

knaeh afmttm in 9tlKr niftS-s^ and f» 

with Scffffmi tt'efcsfc bphis evAJim: thit 

hrtaeh ffttnim is n«t in reference tf tbt 

var^if of Gfi4 in one apn^lj mtt tgthat 

ind. I wifli we bad onee aa end of theft 

uvf^alse?, and iaUe uncharitable furmifes. 

By theiporlhip of God I intend the whois 

compafleof //»/i^«tf##if/, aid their te/tden- 

(J thereuntOi And I know that I fpeak 

po^erly eoQM^h. in fo doings I have aa 

xvLcbdeftgnQ as I am charged withall,, nor 

do I need \x% I walke not . in f (are ot this 

Aittbor& ^iss^i that!' ihouid be pnovi^ 

dinf 
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ding before tiand to fccare my ntrcat. I 

m of Schifme before bfifted on, and yet 
doubt not but God aflfifting to make 
good ffiy ground. If he judgfe I csninot, let 
him comm^d my ferfonsH amndance 
on him « any time, to be driven from it 
by him^ let him by any meanes prove 
againft me at any time a breach of any 
union inftituted by Jefus Chrift, and I 
will promife him, that with all fpeed I 
will retreate from that ftate, or thin^, 
whereby I have fp done. I muft profefle 
to this Reverend Anthor^ that I like not 
the cau[c he mannages one wWt the bet- 
ter for the roay whereby he mannageth 
it. We had need wateh zndprdy that we 
be not ledd into temptation: (eeing we are 
in fome meafure not ignorant of the devi- ^ 
CQS oiSatkan. 

Now that he may fee this door of 
efcapefliut up, that fo he may not need 
to troubleliiniifelfe any more in taking 
care, leaft I efcape that way, when he 
intends t6 fall upon me with thofe^/we/, 
which as yet I have not felt^ I ihall (hut 

it 
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it feft my felfe , beyond all poffibility 
of my opening againe: / here then di^ 
clare unto him, that when ever he fhall 
prove that I have broken any uniorf of 
fhe inftitution of Jefils Chrift , of 
what fort foever, I will tioiin €:icu[e of 
my felfe, infift on the flea mentbned , 
but will fubmit to the dtfd flinty which 
ihall. be thought meet by him to be 
txercifed towards any ope offending 
in that, kind : yet truely on this «it 
gagemcrit I would willingly comradk 
with him, that in his next reflj he fhonld 
not deale with me, as he bath done ia 
this, neither as to my ferfwp nor as to 
the i//^rrtf.wri between us. 
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HAvitig dedafed ind vlnyicft^i the 
Script fHt proftr htniSn of Schifihei 
arid thence dtfdbvere^ -the miSurc of it 
ivithalUts aggravations, with the mi- 
ftakes that mtn have •'run into, who bav4 
fmted their aJ)prehenfiohs concerning k^ 
ittito what wa^ their inurejls to have it 
thought to be^ahd opened 'a i»a^ thereby 
for the furtherance of peace aiiiW% pro^ 
ifellbrs of the Gofpell of Jefus Chrift; 
for the further fecurity of the cenfckneei 
irf ifien'-uftjuftif . accufed and chargel 
with the ^////f of this' cviUj I ^roceeieil 
to the confideration of it in the ufuall 
comrnqn acceptation of the word , and 
things, that fo I might otviate what ever 
^ith any tolterable pretence is infifted 
Sotfi^dfiduad by a parity of reafon froiA^ 
what is delivered in the Scripture^ i^ re- 
ference to the charge managed by fomc 
*8ir -^oih^ againft all forts of Pr0te(lants. 
Hereupon f grants that it may be looked 
on in generall as ^'^/«/f «^/f ivdnr^ a branch 



(P5) 
efunion^ fo ' that it be granted iilfo>thac 
that unUn be an union of the inditution 
of Jefiis Chrift. To find out then the na** 
ture of Schifme under the confideratioii 
of the<:ondercention made: and to dHco-* 
ver whepein the guilt c^ it dothconfifti 
it is neceflary that we find out what that 
union v^/^Xii wherein it doth confift, 
whereof it is the breadth and interrupti- 
on , or is fuppofed fo to ht ovef 
and above the brearch above mentioned 
and defcribed. Now this union beini 
the union of the Churchy the fcvefal 
Acceptations of tlte Church in faipture 
are to be invejiigattd, that the trnioft in- 
quired after,may be made known* The 
church in fcripture being taken dthet 
for the church Catholitk or the whale 
number of eteif hekivers in the WorJd 
(for we lay afide the confidei-atioh of that 
part of this great family of God^ which 18 
already in* heaven> from this diftin^ion ) 
or dft for the gineraUr vifttU My Hi 
thofe Who profeflfe th^gof^ell of Chrift^ 
orforjap^ticular fckriety joining toge- 
ther iitthe^f&^r^^i^t^Vj&i? $rdif9^ieS' c^ 

tt 



the new teftament^inftituted byCbrift ta ^ 
be fo celebrated by the-. The union of it, 
with the breach of that union, in thefe 
feverall refpeAs with the application i 
of the whole, to the bufinefle under con- j 
fideration, was to be enquired after : 
which alfo was performed. . ' 

I began with the confideiation of the 
Catholick inviftble Church of Chrift, and 
the union rher^iof •, having declared the . 
rife of this diftin^ion, and thi^tjeeeffiy 
of it from the nature of the things them- 
felvesvas to the matter oi this church, or i 
the church of Chrift as here wiUtant on ' 
earth, laffirme, and. evince it to be, all 
Mdonl'f eUSf ieUewrs^ the union of this 
church confifts in xht inhabitation pf the 
feme fpirit in all the members of it, uni- 
ting them to the head Chrift Jefus, and 
therein to one aiK>ther. The breach of 
this unim^ I nianifefted to confift in the 
lo^ cf that fpirit , with all t;he pecu- 
liar C6nfeqqf nces and eftefts of him in 
theheaits oftheip^in whom hp dwelsj 
This J manifeft according to our:princi- , 
pies to be imfopble^ and upon a ;fuppo* ' 
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fijion of it, how remote it would be from 
S^bifme, under any notion or acceptation 
of the word-, fo. cloiiog that difcourfe 
with a charge on the Romanifis of their 
didance from anintere/l in this church 
of Jcfus Chrift* 

Our Reverend Author profelTes that 
he hath but little to lay to thefe things, 
fome exceptions he puts inuntofome 
expreifions ufcd in the explicajtion of 
myfenfe, in this particular: that which 
he chiefely infifts upon, isthe accommo- 
dation ofthat promife <JHatth. i(5. 28. 
npoii this rock will I build my church, 
to ^t church in this fenfe. which he 
concludes to belong to the vifwU 
church of profeflbrs 5 now as I am not at 
all concerned, as to the truth of what 
I am in confirmation of m which of thefe 
it be;a|)plyed, fo I am far from being 
dime \n that application of it to the Catho'- 
lick church which I infift upon-, Allovtv 
Divines thit from hence prove,the ferfe^- 
vitrance of all Individual believers^ as all 
do that I have met withall, who write on 
; that fuhjeif, are of the fame mind with 

H .me 



file. Moreover the Church is hu$U'$^ 
this rock in its Individuals^ or I know not 
how it is U bmlt. The huilding on 
Ghrift, doeh not denote a meer tddtien 
oi^gmeruM bodj tohis truth, that it ihall 
allwaies haVeanexiftence.but the uni$H 
hi the Indwidualls with him in their 
being built on him, to whom the promife i 
is made. I acknowledg it for as unqu^- ' ' 
jftionable a truth as any we believe, that 
Chrift hath W, md iever fhall have to 
the end of the world, a vifible number of 
tho(cth2itprofejf€ his name, and (ilbjedki- 
on to his kingdome-, becaufe of the ne* 
teflary cbafequence of freftfkn npoa 
M$enHng •, but that, that tcath is, inten- 
ded ih this protoife aay fother but in 
iefped of this cenfiqmhce^ I am not Con- 
vinced. And I would be loath to fay 
that -thisv promife is net made t^ ^ery 
particular believer, and only untothmis 
being willing to wndttau to the Saints * 
ot'God,aU thofe grounds of ^onJoUt^n 
which he » fo willing they fliould Be made 
partakers- of. 

As to t-he umon of this Churck and 
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Ihe tieadr oF itj isjA Kwtrmd 
hath a tittle to % i .beaHife*titer4} m^ 
hefamdecAiesintnikv^va^ in tbemfm^ 
bats dfthk Chutdlh he afi^s that w a 
/tfrr then may be faiditihe d bruchifn^this 
imknj and fa emfBqmmtk} d pkifmt in ^u 
bodf. ,He feem^dtiiHipAeiiriy^tob^ 
left aUfchi(mt&m^A^^x\^ 
worlds It he cmropkie it aa the accoanc 
of any : tr»r kelipwhiMing in grac^ or 
failing for a feaO)n; .ijfilM>ofe he nqeds 
not fear the loiieofit^ wnilft this world 
coDCmuds» Bat it is^tv9vKe,«nd }earne4 
nen ffaoukl take the^Iiberty of calliftf 
things by whac j;;<^ak;the^ pks^i^ w 
they witkbe pleafdi^bdi^not to r^isi/i^/f 
their omtz^ions jshd- 4ifo- of teaims urn 
thein whd an Hot able t<K imderAttiit^he 
r^ibiii of them, ir fe trad there may 
be ziSchifme amoi^ the ^n^iiy^^i^l this 
chuidD^^but nor 4i^ iM»^^^^ 
iioi: wkh>iefwefi£t t<>che nttior^tht^l^i; 
It is gdaiite(fthat/f^ry(^^ 
unicn-^ but net of fi/rrjf i^/^/V?;? muchlefle 
riot a Weafch of that, which, if there were 
a breach ol-^ it were n4>$ Schifmr. How- 
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ever by the wajf I am bold td tell thi* 
Rewrend i^mpor^that this Doftrineof 
his, concerning- fdiifme m the Catholick 
invifihh Chnrcb^ by the failings in Grace 
iriany.ottheinehcrs of it for a fcafon^is 
B ^w. ir^/if ^,which as he cannet )ufttfj to 
.^becaufc it is falfe, fo, I wonder how he 
^Wll:)Bftii5rit to jWrir/f/yjfjbecaafeit u ntrs^ 
iVad^hat bath been pbtained by the 
"idutk^. againft my principles in this chap- 
iiprcIcamptprcceisreiThe nature of the 
icbm'jcb in the ibttp cdnfidcred, is not op- 
{«Jled J The union afferted not <tifpro- 
Vijditbe breach of that union,is deriyed(a$ 
iift^pofe ) noJeffisfey him then my felfe; 
Tl^w the inftaiifcei x)Mome Saints^ as mie- 
bersflrfixhJsiChntch may foipetimes/4/i 
in grw^ more oi l^efor fome feafon-, & 
thfti the member$iOfthis .Chrck^ though 
jiQt 3S.x»ember$ of this phurck > yet on 
Qj^er^jconfidfrsnioftsmay be guiity 1?/ 
Jick^fintj, cOncerri not the bufiti^ under 
'i&bM^jhimfelfe J h^^ is fatisfied. 
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Ur progreflTe in the next fUce is 
'to the confideiation of xh^Catho- 
lick church vifible. Who are the 
memhersofxhis churchy whereof it is rw- 
ftitutedy what is required to make them 
fo , on what account men wfiblj pro^ 
fefling the gofpell may be efteemed juft- 
ly devefttd ot the priviledge of being 
members of this church, with fundry re- 
fpeds of the church in that fenfe, arc 
in my treatifc difcufled. 'The union 
of this church that is prefer and peculiar 
linto it as fuch, I declared to be the^r^- 
fepon of the faving doiSlrine of the gof- 
pell|,not everted by anyot the mifcarria^ 
gesy errors^ oppofitions to it, thaj: are 
there recounted. The hreacb of this 
umon imanifeft to confift in afoftafy^s 
from the profeffion of the faith, 
and fo to be no Schifme ^ upon whom- 
foever the guilt of it doth fall-, pleading 
the immunity of the Froteflmts as ii^ch 
from the guilt of the breach of this Uhion, 

anr* 



and charging itupon the Romdnip^mzil 
the waies wherry u ida^he broten, 
an iflhe is put to that difcourfe. 
What courfe odt iiryerwrf j#«» Artrtakes in 
thee3taiaInation(ifthischapt«r,& ihefe- 
f tralfe ^it^Wha-fetJta the ftrcn^ of the 
iwotrbverfie rfbihiy ^ bow: <b be cot^de- 
«d i doth he deny thU^A««3&io be^iw^fi*- 
« of all that are duly called Chriflaansin 
i^eA of their pttrfeffionf; ro be that 
grea multitude who ihrotighout tht 
werfdjiM-ofelftthe Dodriitar ©fthe Gof- 
fJdlr and fiib^Aloii to Jefts Chrift ? 
rioth^e denle the oftioft ofjchs thwrdi,or 
ihac whereby that great inraltkade aire 
snetrftrared ihto dtA bbdy as *»/Ji/e and 
fifofeJfingj to be cfee jnf »/f/tt9* «/ *Af A* 

oh to Jefus Chrift acGoi'diag to them f 
Doth he dcnie the ir|fi»/«w»<!rfihis Btti* 
on as to the inteicftofany AieiAberby 
it in the body, to be by uft^^Afy from x\k 
profeffion of the Gofpeli ? Doth h^ 
tjnarge that ^«fi*fy up^n th^ whom 
he calls indefendtfrts- as ifuGh, or if h^ 

ihould, could he tol^i^ly 4Ef«id his 
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•Charge? Doth he fr^vt thst the 
breach of this unioiys under that ^rma- 
hty properly Schffme ? nothiag lefl'el ap 
& as I can gather: might npt then the 
trouble of this chapter have been fpa- - 
^ed ? or fliall I be neceffitated to defend 
evcxyexpre/Heninmy book, though no- 
thing at all to the main hufvmQe undo: 
jdebate^ or elfe Independemy mufi gojs 
for z great S€hifm€. I confeiTe. th^ is 
fomewhat an hard Law» aini fuch as t 
canno t proceed in obediencemitp iii^witb- 
oat acknowledging his ability to (^impeU 
'me to go on turther then I am willing^ 
yec I 00 it with this ingagemcat^ thlac 
I wiU Co looke to my fefie, tha,t . heihall 
fiev^r have that power over me any moi:a^ 
nor wiU I upon any (iompulii6n^af «p/^j? 
nefdlejlf caa/Us Sc)€XCQiptions do foagaiu; 
fo that in his reply he' ^now kabwes hovs^ 
toorder his affairs fo^^ to b^ freed from 
^be trouble ofa il^i?/W^^ 
. His fiift attempt in this chapter,, is 

u^Qaailiortdifc^arieofmiqe^iamy pro^ 
celt(^,; which 1 prodfetTeAOt;o;t)e needful 
to^i^p^rjg^ in hafi^ rektia^...tp fome 
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later difputes about the nature ot this 
Churchy wherein fcwne had affirmed it 
to be a Genus to particular churches, 
which are fo.many 6i^m€k ffeciei of it^ 
and others that it was i mum made up ot 
f articular churches as its parts, both 
which in fome feafe I denyed 5 paitly 
out of a defiire to keep ofFall debates a- 
bout the things ofGod/ro bcitigenwraP^ 
fed and agitated in and under Philojo- 
fhicall notions and tai^ned tearms of 
^rt, which hath exceedingly multipli- 
ed coBtroverfies in the world and reh- 
dred them endlefje^ and doth more or 
lefle ftreighten or oppofe every truth that 
is To dealt withall: partly becaufe I evi* 
dently (aw men deducing lialfe confequents 
from the fuppofition of fUch notions of 
this Church : for the firft way, our Re^ 
^erend K^uther kts it paiTe, ohely with 
a remarke" upon my diffenting from Mr 
Hooker of New England , which he could 
not but note by the way, although heap- 
proves wliat I affirme . A worthy note / 
as though all the brethren of tht^ Presby- 
terian wafy were agreed among them- 
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feives in ail things of the like importanco^ 
or that I were in my judgment enthralled 
to any man ot men^ fb riiat it fliould cte^ 
fefve a note when I dilfent from them. 
Truly I blefie God , I am utterly unac* 
'quaiftted wirirany foch frame of* fpirit^or 
bondage oi^mind) as mufi: be filppofed t(> 
be in them whofe di§ent from other meri 
ts a matter of fuch obferviuion • One is 
iny Mafler^ to whom alone my hedrt and 
judgement are in fubjedioh : for the lat- 
ter I do not fay abfahfely ihzifarticulait 
churches are not the fdris of the Catho- 
lique vifible, in any fcnfe ^ but that they 
are not fo parts of it ssfucAi^fo that it 
ihould be conftituted & mS(de up by thi ^ 
& of thi^ for the order and purpofe of an, 
inftituted Chifrch^for the celebration of 
the worftiip of God , andinftitutions of 
Chrift, according to the Gofpell ^ which, 
when our ijfuthor proves that it is : I 
fhall acknowledge my felfe obliged 
to him. He faies indeed , that it was Mce 
fopble that all the members of the Cathih^ 
lique church yjhouU meet together f to heare 
M^[ermon,(^c, But he is to prove, that 
t the 



«bey \^^ereB0iiild46 4^/iry afif that Catii^ 
if/ifirf CfaurtdbyaiidootthtfitWjas fo^iik 
ibr all the me!nbe]:s of it xindv. vxy othci* 
notion y or confideration foco convene^ 
£u£ he faics > fiif)f 4re ^^^if^ tp d$ [0 fis^, 
imt that the mpltitHflemdkeSiitrifnf^ftklc} 
Crcddt Afelfd'^ tbAi Chfi^hatfa bobnji 
his Chtkrcb to that which hitn&Ife makes 
impoffibfe. Ntither are th^y fo bojmd ? 
jtbey ^c hound ^h^ bis owiiackQOwiedgfit 
ment) to be membeirs of porfitovlaf Chiirr 
thesz&in that dipaQt^>ar« th^ bouodf^ 
CO convene^ thofc churches being by tli? 
w//of God^ appointed fpr the/r*r of or^ 
flinanoes. And (o what he adds in thf 
next place oifmtmlar chmches^ being 
Doitnd aoxardtng to the inftitstion of 
'Chrift to afftm&efor the celebration of 
ttrdinances^isib^ljitely deftrudive of 
thp former %menc« But he would 
know A rufprn-nhj #40 ir mot^e^ th/^ ar^ 
Ihp members if me f articular church ybut 
imly ^ thi Cathplkk ^ m€^tmg together ^ 
m^Mdt )join together in ail BrSnanm^ m 
weU. as they w4f meet to heart the vm4 
prfmifcd^ fffd^tjp dp^ «>:whifh I aij-, 
'■ ..: anfwer. 
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iwtri 'thatk i$b<e«HrfeJefi!s Chfiftfeich 

is more re^iared td ^ia, cheti the tf^<^ 
mtaUmMUt^ of fomC) a»y,or dl^tf pom^ 
Ue«(t' t^^icmbers otche Cadiolick 
rbQTch « Cadi, wUl afford. 
fls nfiixioiu ttpott my felfe, added in 
iliat place) are now growne fo cemmnk^ 
that they dfefervfi not snyftocice.InhJsenfu'- 
iiig diftottrfcjif I may rake leavtto fpiak 
freely to ovsRtwrtttdApxhtr^t wrebigl<6 
^^iftcei-mesjutdenpi-elfions, adding to, 
iand altering thofe by me ufed in this hn" 
lifted^ at his pltafarej to make ztalkt to 
400 parpofe^The fumme of what he pre^ 
tends to oppofe isj that this vnivtrfatt 
4!Jmrtky Of the univerfalky of Profdibrs 
xxxiddtted as tach) neither formally SK 
ihemb«'$ of the charch Catholick* mi«- 
-ftically Eled, nor ai aiiy members of dfty 
PartiCQlarChurch) havenocasfuch, any 
Church ffrmi of the ittftftution Of Chri^ 
by virtue. whepeof» they (hotrld n^e up 
one inftkuted Ctrarch, lor the -end ana 
purpoft of the cd^^bration of the Ordi* 

tonoesofthe Gofptil therein. Ifbefitp^ 



l^olehe cmprove the conttixy, let him 
crafelrom cdvillingzt ivordsyandfjr ex- 
frepons , which is a facile taske i^br any 
man to engage inland no way ufefull, but 
to make controveriies endlefle; and an- 
fwermy ilr4/i^;9/againftit9 which here he 
pafieth oteij and produce his teftimpoies 
andarguments for that purpofe* This tri- 
•i/i4// ventilation oi particular f adages cat 
off from their influence into the whole, is 
not worth a nuhJheBy but is abufindfe 
fit for them who have nothing clf^ to em- 
ploy themfelves about. 

Coming to confider the union that I 
ai&gne to this Church, after whofe breach 
an enquiry is to be made > Which is the 
maine^and enlj thifSg of his concernment, 
as to the aime he hath propofed to hjim- 
felfe, he pafleth it over veiy flightly : ta- 
king no notice at all of my whole dif* 
cour fe, pag. 1 1 6. to p- 1 3 5 •or my treatife; 
wherein I difprove the fretenfions of o* 
ther things to be the f$niony or bond of 
union to this churchy he fixes a very little 
wtiile on what I af&gne to be th^t union. 
I fay isfrofepon of the faith of the 

Gofpell, 



ccrJing to in to whidi he adds, that the/ 
are bound to wort then thit, viz: to the ex- 
ercifeofthefameffecipCAtlordinanceSy 4$ 
alfo to love one anofher^ tofuije^n to the 
fame MfcifUne^ and. where it is Pofjihle t$ 
the exereijfe of the fame numericallworfhif. 
All this was cxprcfly affirm'd by me be- 
fore*, it is ;all virtually contained in their 
prof effioii, (o far as the thines mentioned 
are revealed in the Gofpeli: only as to 
the celebrating of the fame nnmericall Or^ 
finances yl cannot grant that they are ob* 
iiged hereunto as formally coilifidered 
members of that Churdi^ nor ihalU until! 
our Reverend Author iball think meet to 
prove^ that f articular congregations are 
not the inftitutions of Jefus Chrift. But 
herejupon he affirms>that that is ^firanj^e 
jiffertion ufed by me pa: x 1 7. namely ,r£tf 
if there he not an injlitntion of joining in^ 
the fame numericallorJt nances^ the nnion 
of this church is not redly a Church union. 
This is UQ mor^ but what was dedgred 
iicfore, nor more then what I Urged the 

tcftimony.ot a learned Frefbjttri«»iQv. 
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IXD nibfif but this, that the tinhrerQlity^ of 
Ckuriftians thrc»igfaout the world, are not 
imder fuch an inuitatiGn, as that, to ffr 
fcmHc together £ar the celebrairioii of 
the fame numcricall o^di»an€cs\ the pre^ 
tence otany fuch iiUlitution betQgfBjp 
pUedby Chrift's rdcnowledged inftttntto 
of particular Churches for that puspofie* 
. What I have offeredin my TreatJe, as 
evidence dm Frm^ants are not guilty 
of the breach of this onion^and that vdbere 
any are> thdr crimeis not Schtfmt bur ^^ 
Pf^acyy either as Jio^jpr^^jf/^/^ or x^Diivet* 
latio% I leave to the judgmeAit^o^tilt can* 
didyftvber^andiogfenidus Reoiiers-ySoi' Gotch 
^\(y9efirif€^ and debates, and difpiite% 
thereof the world is full, \ vrouJd crave 
of them > that iftheymud chufeme for 
their Adverfaty > they would allow me t<^ 
aniWef in firfofu^ A^ivifv^ncf to prev^t 
thi$t«diou; trouble c)^fwrit£ag,:Miich foe 
thbimoft part is ftrnd^fTe and ireedfeile* 
SomiB ^exceptioQSotrr Author laies in, ^ 
gayft Che /^f i)/»^A»e'l«f the pro&ifion b^ 
nit te^uired, as necdiary to the rwgfJrv^^ 
th» <3i< thi$^ union: as to the firfC ot proi- 

fcffing 
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fcfi^ng all'heccflkvy favirig^lTnidK of the, 
Gofj^, he excepts that the Afo files mre 
igmrdnt ^ many mcefjan truths cftkt 
GoffellfcT afeafon^ and fofHt had nevef 
heardfifthe mtj Ghoft} K^it. 29. andytt 
Hky ktft the union of the Catholic k Church* 
i^ndyet our Author before he clofetb 
this chapter; will charge the breach 0$ 
this union on fome^ whofe errors cannot[ 
;^)dl be apprehended to lie in the denial 
of any neceQarywix\i of the GofpcU, that, 
h^ iftdifpnfMy necelTary to falvutiqn.. A» 
to his inftance of the Apoftlesy he knows, 
it is one thing not to know clearly and 
diftini^lv foF fpme feafon^^ fome truth &» 
^fothefiy afid«iother to dehy them bein|f 
iuffideptly and clearly reveled in the^ji, 
and for thofe in the Adb^ it is probable 
they were igrtorant of the diffenjationsof 
the holy Ghoft> with his marvelous ef-^ 
h^ under the Goffelly rather then of th^ 
f erf on of the holy Ghofh for even in ref- 
^ei% of the/?r;Mifr it is aifolutely faid thatf 
the holy C\io& wo* not yet^ hecaufe ^fsif 
was not yet glorifed^ I (hall not porfuehis' 
other exceptions , b«ng {wty ^hat- hfeJ 

judg- 



judgment leads him to make t\xm% tha^ 
which alone bejares any afpcd to the iujf^ 
wjfiri hand, he infifts on pag. 99. in thdfe 
words. / have intimated atid Partly fro*, 
ved^ that then maj he a breach of univn^ 
withrefpeH to the CathoUck Church upm 
Other conff derations (nanicly, j?efides the 
yenuntiation of the profeffipn of theGof; 
pell- J As firftx there U a bond that obliges 
evtry member of this Chur^h^ to^joine to* 
gether in exmtfing the fatfte Ordinances of 
VPrfhtp: ivheii then any manjhallrefufet^, 
pine with others^ or refuje o}her$ to jpine 
with him, here is a breach of love andf^ni^, 
4n among the. numbers of the CathoUck, 
church t and in the Particular Churches ao 
farts of the CathoUck. 

The Reader muft pardon rne for pro- 
ducing and iniii^ing on thefe things y feeing 
I do it with tl\is profeifion^ that I can fix 
^n nothing elfe k> niuch to the purpofe it\ 
hand: and yet how Itttle thefe are fOj can- 
not but be evident upon a jleigbt view to* 
the meaneft capacitiest Fot i . he tells us 
t^here fkay be a breach of union with refped^ 
%o tbeCatholick church, on other con: 
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.liderations : not that there may be t 
breach of the umo cf^he Catholick Church. 
2. That there is a bond binding men to 
the e^ercife if Ordinances ^ fo there is 
binding man to aS holincffci, and yet he 
denies the vilejlfr0fane/fer(ons to break 
that bond or this union. 3. That there 
may be a breach ofunhn among the mem-^ 
ben of the Church: but who knows it not^ 
that knows all numbers oi T articular 
churches^ are alfo members of this church 
general]. Our enquirv is after the union of 
the Catholuk Church viRblei what it is, 
how broken, and vfhzt the crime or evill 
is, whereby it is broken, what obligations 
lie on the members of that churchy as they 
ftand under any othet for mall confi dera- 
tion •, what is. the evill they are any of 
them guiltie of,in not anfwering thefe ob- 
ligationsj, we were not at^ all enquiring^ 
nor doth it in this place concerne us fo to 
do. And in what he afterwards tells us of 
fome proceedings contrary to the fraSfife 
of the univerfall Church (he intends I fup- 

ipofe all theChurches in the worldj where- 
in the members of the univerfatt Chnrch 
I have 
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have walked or do fo^ for the nnivirfall \ 
church asfuchj \xxt\xnofra£iicezs tocc- 
celebMratioa 6t ordiaanccs^& if hefuppofe i 
it hath, let him tell us what it is ^ and p^htn \ 
ihatfyaStice waj. His appeale to the pri- | 
raitivc believers, and their fmall number 
will not availe him-- for although they 
ihould be granted to be the then CathoUck 
^ifihlf church (againft which he knowes , 
what exceptions niay be laid from the | 
believers amongit the ^ems, fuch as Cor- I 
nelius^ to whom CImft had not as yet i 
been preiched, as the LMe^Uhcomt^ and 
exhibited) ytt as jmh^ they joined not in , 
the celebration of ordinances, but (as yet 
they were) as a particular congregation; 
yea though all the jifpfiles were amongit 
them, the foundation of all the Churdies 
that afterwards were called. 

He concludes this chapter with an ex- 
ception to my dffcrtion^ that it the Cathc- 
lick church he uf^liticdl hodj, it muft 
have a vifible folitiasll hcdd, which, no- ; 
thing but the Ppfe daimes to be. Of this 
he faies, i jThere is no neafitj^iot faith he, 
be anfi/es the C0mmon weakh of the ^ews » 

was 



wi^^a pvHtiidHhodjy dnd God who U Invi- 
JUfle^ W4S their fmticall he Ad: 2. ^efus 

i 0r/j|? is 4 vifible head^yeafometimes more^ 
wjm^fetn of men tPhilft on edrih, though 
now for a time in maj^fiy {at fome great 
Princes do^) he hath mthdrawn himfilfc 
from the fight of men on earthy jet is hefecn 
ofAngMs And Saints inheaven.Pi^i J fon- 
>e(Te God was the X^ and Rnler of ihe 
^mts^ but yet that itey might be a via- 
ble Folmcall body^ toe invifiblcCod^ 
'appointed to them Oridcr him, a vifiblo 
head*, as the Pofe bkfpbemoufl y pretends 

^ to be appointed under Jcfus Chrilt t . Je- 
fus Chri& is in his bAmMne nature fill vi^ 
fihle^ as toiiis Perfofk^ ' f wherein he is the 
head ol his Churchy hp cverwas^ and is 
ftilhiwi^^^. His pndTent abfence, is not; 
upon the account oilitajefiyy feeing- in hi$ 
majiftj he is ftill ^prefent with us^ and as 
to his hodtly abfence he givei other ac- 
couati, then that here infinuated . Now 
it fufficeth not to conilitute a vifhU fo- 
liticall body^ that the head of it, in any re-* 

I fped^ may be feen^ nnlefl'e as that thesr head 
heisfeen: Cbrift is vijGible>as this Church 
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is vifibIc-,Hc in his lawjc^^ in his Wbrd^that 
ill its frefepim^ in its. obedience. But I 
mar veil that oui^ Reverend Author x\iyx%: 
conclodirig for Chrifixo be the f clitic aU 
head of this Church, as a Churchy ihould 
:it the fame time contend for fuch fub- 
je6^s of this head as he doth, p. 5)6.name« 
ly pciCdns, contradiBing their frjofejfion 
ifthekr^owledge ofGod^ hj a courfe ofmc^ 
kednef^ tnanifeflingfrincifles affrofanc 
nef^ vpheremth the be(iefe of the truth they 
frofefy hath art ahfolute inconftfiencj'^ as 
I exprefly defaibe the pcrfons ;, whofe 
memberinip in this church, arid relation 
thereby to Chrift- their head he pleads 
for. Are indeed th^fe^erfbns any better 
t\\t Mahumetms ^to church priVUedges? 
they 4r^ indeed in fome places^as to pro- 
videntiall ddvantages^ of hearing the Word 
preached-, bat wee untp them oa that ac- 
count-, it fhall be more, tolerable for Ma- 
humctani in that day of Chrift, then foi 
them: ihdl their. B^ifme zvailQ themf 
though it were valid in its adminiftration 
that is, was celehrated in obedience to the 
comadofChiifl^s it not null to the?is noi 
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perfons give their children 3hiy right to 
church pnviledges? let them it you pleafe 
be fo fuijeifs to Chrift, as Rebells and 
Traitors are lubjetft to their earthly j5>r/i^- 
ces: they ought indeed to be fo, but are 
they fo? do iiey owne their Authority? 
are they obedient to them I do they enjoy 
any friviled^e of Lawes? or doth the A- 
fpftte any where call fiich perfons as live 
m a courfe of wickedneffe, mamfefHng 
principles utterly inconfiftent with the 
profeffion of the Gofpell, brethren? God 
forbid we ihould once imagine thefe 
things fo to beJ And fo much for that 
chaptert 
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CHAP, vm, 

oflndeftndeKffifmeAndDmAtifmf. 

''PHe Title of our Authott kooh \s^ In^ 
v*^ dep€99denty agrcdt Schifmf 9 oi tAii% 
ichapter that it may be the better known 
what kind of fchifme it i^^Indefendmtifme 
u Dcnatifme. Men may give what title 
they pleafe to their books and tiiapters, 
though perhaps few books make good 
thtix} it Ics. I am fure this doth not as yet, 
m(t dccufafe fujficiat: Attempts of proof 
we have not as yet met withall; what this 
chapter will furnifti us withall^ we fliall 
now confider. He indeed that iliall wei^h 
the title 5 IndeP^ndentifme is Donatifme^ 
8c thencafting nis eye upon the fir ft lines 
of the chapter it fclfe^ find ^ that the Re^ 
nJcnfids4uthor{2XtsM^ cannot .but ackftou;^ 
ledge ^ that n>hat I fie ad for the vindtcation 
cffrot€(iant$from the charge of fchifme y in 
their fief at ation from ItomCy as the Catho- \ 
lick churchy to he rationally folid^ and /»- i 
diciom"^ will pcrhaps^;)eatalofle inr(?;^- j 

ie inuring I 



/f ^i^r/iig' how I am like to be dealt with- 
all in i\it following difcourfe-, a little pati- 
. dice will let him fee^that our Author laies 
more weight upon the Title y then the fn-- 
f4C€ of this chapter-, and that with all my 
fine trappings I am enrolled in the blacK 
booke of the Donatifts : but i quod 
f^rsferetferamus dquoanima •, or as ano- ^^ 
ther (aith, de^emus opt are optima^ cogitare \ 
dtfficillimayferre qudcunqm erunt^^ as the ^ 
cafe is fallen out,we muft deal with it a$ 
we can. i* Hc{zith*^heis notfatiffiedy 
tha^ he not only denies the Church of Rome 
(fo called) to he a particular Churchy fag. 
154. hutalfo affirms it to be no Church 
at all. That he is not fatisfied, with 
what I affirm of that Synagogue ofSathan 
where he hath his throne; / cannot 
• helpe it , though I am forry for it : 
I am not alfo without fortie trouble, 
that I cannot underftand, what he means 
by place lag my words, foias to intimate, 
that I fay^not only that the church of Rome- 
is no particular church, but alfo that it is 
no church- at all-, as though it might in 
his judgment or mine , he any Churchy 
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(no) > 

if it be n6t zfartkul^ churchy TFor I ve- 
rily fuppofe neither he nor I judg it to 
be that . CathoUck Church , whereto it 
pretends. But yet as 1 have no great 
reafon to exped.that this Re^ennd Au* 
ihor fhould be fatisfied in any thing that 
I affirme^fo I hope that it is not impof- 
iible^ but .that witl)out any great diffi- 
culty^hemay be reconciled to himfeife 
affirming the very fame thing, that I dp 
/>. 1 1 3 Jt is oiRome in that fence^wherein 
it claims it Celf tobe a cburch^that / (peak: 
& in that fence he faies it is no church of 
Chrifis inflitutionAn^ioiox my part, I 
account it no church at all •, but he adds, 
that he is far more unfathfied that lun-^ 
dertake the cauje of the Donatifts , and 
labour to exempt them ^ from Schifme:^ 
though I allots them gut It J of other crimes. 
But do I indeed undertake the caufe of the 
j)onattjls? do I plead for the/* will he ma- 
nifeft it by faying more againft them in 
no more vvords,chen I haved one? do I la-» 
bour to exempt them from Schifme? are 
thefe the waies of peace, love and. truth 
that the Reverend Author walks inr" doT 
npt condemne all their prr,(^ires,ahd pre- 



(I 21) 

tenfions from the beginning totheencfr 
can I not fpeak of their caufe in Reference 
to the Catholick Church znd its union, 
but it muft be affirmed that I plead for 
therti ? But yet as if righteoufneflfe and 
truth had been obferv'd in this aiminati- 
on, he undertakes as of a thing granted to 
give my grounds of doing, what he affirms 
me t% have done : The firft is,as he faies. 
His ftnguUr notion ofSchifmeJimitin^ it 
only to differences in a Particular j4jfemhly» 
%. Hisjealoujy of the charge o/schifme 
to be obiclfea to himfelfe, and par tj^ if 
feparating from the true churches of 
Chrifi be trulj called Schifme. A. What 
may I expe<9: from others, when (o grave 
And Reverend a ferfon as this Author is 
reported to be, ftiall thus deal with mc? 
S'l have no Angular notion oiSchifme^Mt 
embrace that which PM hath long fincc 
declared, nor can you manifeft any diffe- 
rence in my notion from what he hath 
deliveredsHor is that^(?r/>;?of Schifme at 
all under cohfideration in Reference to 
what 1 sffirme of the Bonatifis ^ (who ' 
in^ truth w^re concerned m it, the 

moP^ 
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Hioft of them to them to the utmoft) 
but the umn of the Cbunh Cathglick 
and the teeach thereof^ Neither aca I 
'jealoMS or fear full of the charge dFSchif- 
mt^^ovcizxiy ferjon living on the earth, 
and ledft of all from men proceeding ia 
church affaires upon the principles you 
proceed on. Had you not been pleafed,; 
to have fuppofed what j0u fleafe ^ with- 
out the leaftgroundjorcolour^or reafon, 
perhaps you would have as little fatisfj^ 
ed jour f elf e in the charge you have un* 
dertaken to manage againft me, as you 
have done many good men, as the cafe 
now ftandS) even of your own judgment 
in other things. 

Having made this enuaiice, he pro- 
ceeds in the fame way,and^4|'.i^4* laye's 
the foundation of the title of his booke 
& th schapter, of his charge of ^(^»4^//5w 
in thefe words. This Ites in full force 4- 
gair^fi htm and his Party ^who have broken 
the union of our churches y and fefarated 
i he mf elves from atithepoteftant churches 
in the world^noP of their own Confiitution^ 
4»d that as w trus churches, of Chrifi: 

this 
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this I fay is the foundatio of his whole eft- 
fuing idi£courfe-,all the groud that he hath 
to ftand upon in the defence of the Inv:-^ 
diom title of this chapter^ and what frait 
he expe<a;s from this kind of proceeding 
I know not ^ The day wiUmantfcfi oivAxxt 
fort this work is-. Although he may have ; 
fomc miftakcn apprehenfions to coun- 
tenance his con fc tenet in the jirfipirt of 
his aifertion^or that it may be forgiven to 
inveterate prdjudice though it be f alfe^ 
HOTiely-, that I and mj party ( that's the 
fhrafeolegy^this Author in his love to uni?- 
ty delights in ) have iroken the unhn of 
their churches ' ( which we have no more 
done, then they have broken the union 
of ours 5 for we began our reformation 
with them^ on even tearms , and were as 
early at work as they) yet what cvnlmr^ 
.what excufe can be invented to alleviate 
the gliilt of the latter part of it, that m 
have fe far ated from all the reformed chnrr 
chfs as no churches ? and yet he repeats 
this again. ^^^. io6iWithcfpeciall refle- 
xion on my lelfe: I wonder not faith hc^ 
that the Do&ot hath unchurched Aoomci 



for he hath done as muchto England An3 
dUiforraign f rote ft ant churches ^and nfdkes 
mone to be members of the church ^ but 
fuch as are by covenant and confent jojried 
to fome of their congregations. Now 
truly though all righteous laws of men 
in the world, will afford recompeeceand 
fatisfadlion for calumniating accufati4>ns 
and flaunders of much lefle importance 
then this here publickly ownd by our 
Reverend Author^ yet feeing the eofpell 
of the blefled God > requires to forgive y 
and pafle by greater injuries,! fliall labour 
in the ftrengtb of his grace to bring 
my heait unto conformity to his will 
therein-, notwithftanding which, becaufe 
by his providence I am in that place and 
condition, that others alfo that fear his 
name may be fome way concerned in this 
unjufiimputatsoji muft declare that this is 
'ifpen unrighteoufncf, v/htvdn neither love 
nor truth hath been obferved. How little 
I am concernd in his following />/«r 4///// 
of Jndcpcndentifme and Donatifme^ 
wherein he proceeds with the fame truth 
and candor, or in all that foUowes there*- 

upon 



Upon, IS eafy for my one to judg. He. 
proceeds to (can my Anfwers to the Ro^ 
mamfls^2& in reference to their charge of 
Schifme.xv^oxi us-,and faies, / do itfuuble 
to my mn ftincifles. And truly if I 
had not, I think I had been much to 
blame. I rcferre the Reader to the An--, 
fwtrs given in my book, and if he like 
them not , notwithftanding this Authors^, 
exceptions 5 I wifti he may fix on thole? 
that pleafe him better?/ in them there gir 
ven^my confcience doth acquiefce. 

But he comes in the next place to 
Arguments , wherein if he prove niore 
happy then he hath done mAccufations^ 
he will have great caufe torejoyce, J5y 
a double. Argument, as he faies, he. \vill 
prove that i\itx^v^zy\>^Schi[mc befides 
that in a particular Church. His fiift is 

this. 

Schifme is a breuh ofUpion^ but therjf 
may be m brfaeh of union in the CathoUck 
^iftbk church. His fecond this-, where 
there are d^crenccs rajfed in matter of 

faith frofefjedywherein the union of the Ca- 

tholick 



fhplick Church cpnfifis , there may br/t 
breach of union Jbut there may be differences 
intheCaiholick^ or among the metnbers of 
the Cdtholick church in matter of faith fro^ 
fcQedy Ergo. Having thui laid down his 
Arguments, he fall^ to conje^ure what 
I will anlwer, and how I will evade*^ but 
il will quickly appear that he u no leffe 
ftnhappy in arguing and conjecturing^ then 
he ii, and wzs in accufing. For to confidcr 
his firft Argunient: it he will undertake 
to make it good a^ to its forme^ I will by 
the fame way of arguing, ingagemy felfe 
to prove what he would be unwilling to 
find in a regular conclujion. But af to the 
matter of it, i .IsSchijme every breach of 
Union ? or is every breach of Union 
fchifnie ? Schifme in the Ecclefiafticall 
notion is granted to be in the prefent dif* 
pute> the breach of the union of a churchy 
Which it hath by the inftitution of Chi ift 3 
and this not of any union of Chrifts infti-" 
tution, but ofonf certaine kind of unionj 
for as was proved , there is an union^ 
whofe breach can neither in the language 
of the Saipture, nor in reafon, norcoin- 

mon 



monfcfjfehe called or accounted fchifme^ 
nor e^er was by any man in the world, 
nor can be without deftroying the parti- 
culai- niture 0f [chifme t and allowing only 
tlie generall notion of any reparation, 
good or bad> in what kind foever. So 
that fecondlyjt is granted, not onlie that 
there may be a breach of union in the Ca^\ 
tholick cffurch^ but alfo that there may be 
4 hrcAch of the union of the Catholick 
churchy by a deniall or relinquifhment of 
the profeffion wherein it confifts-,but that 
this breach of union is fehifme^ becaufe 
fcbifme is a breach of union, is as true, as 
that every man who hath two ejes^xs every 
thing that hath ^ip^^^y^^. For hisfecond, 
it is of the fame importance with the firftj 
therelnaybe differences in the Catholick 
church ^^nd breaches of union among 
the members of it, which are far enough 
from the breach oi the union of that 
church, asfuch. Two profeflbrs mzy fall 
. cut and differ^ and yet I think continue 
both of them profeflbrS ftill. Paul and 
Barnaha^ didfo^ dtrj^fiftomeztid Efifha^ 
. nitis did fo> Cjrill dmj'heodoret did fo 
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That which I denied was, that the breach, 
of the union ot the catholick church as 
fuch^ is Schifme. He pf oves the contrary 
byaffiiiping there may be differences a-' 
mong the members ♦ of the catholick 
church, ihztdo npt break the union ofit^ 
as fuch, But he faies though there be A- 
foft/tfj^ or Here jj, yet there may he S^chifme, 
alfo^j fciit not in refpe^a of the breach of. 
the fame unipn, which only he was to 
prove. Beiides evill ///r;»/-z»^j,reproacheS, 
talfe criminations^and undue fuggeftions, 
I find nothing wherein my difcourfe is con- . 
cerned to the end of this chap, pag, . lo^. 
^ppRthe paffage of mine^ roe are thus. 
^Ome off from this fart of Schifme for the 
relinaufjhment of the Catholick churchy 
i^hich we have not done^ and fo to 3o, is 
notfchifme^ but a fin oi another nature^zikd 
importance-, he adds, thzt the ground Igoe 
ufon why je far ation from, a true chureh (he 
muft meane the catholick church, or 
he.fpeaks nothing at all to the bufinefle 
in hand^ is nofchifme^ is that afore men- 
tioned, that afchtfme fb the Serif ture w- 
tion isonely a divtfion ofjugment in a f ar- 
ticular 
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ticular af^emhlj:'b\it\y\\o(o blind as they 
that will not fee? the ground I pyoceede^ 
on evidently , opmly yfolely,, was taken 
from the ftapure of the Catholfck church \l% 
union, and the breach of that Union, and 
li obiter I once mention that notion , I do it . 
upon my confidence pf its ^ri#^)&, which I 
here againe tender niy felfe in a readtne^e 
to make good to this Reverend Author^ 
if at any time he will be pleafed to com- 
viand fn) ferfonall atter^dance upon him 
to that purpofe. To repeat more of the 
like raiftakes and furmizes^with the wran- 
giings that enfue on fuch falfefuppofi- 
tions to the end of this chapter* is certain- 
ly needleffe-, for my part^in and about thi/ 
whole bufinefle of fepaiation from the ca- 
tholick churchy I had not the Icaft refped: 
to Prefhperians ox Independents as fuch, 
nor to the difFerencei betwec them,which 
alone our Author out of his zeale to 
^trmh andfeace attAdj unto.- If he will 
fatten tjjie guilt of Schifme on any on the 
account of feparation from the Cdtholick 
churchy let him prove that that church \s 
not made up of the tmverjditj offrofef^ 
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prs Of the Oofpell throaghout tlrt 
Worldj under the limitations expreffedj 
that the union of it ^fuch^ doth not coti- 
fiftmthe^r^jfi^if^^ and that 

the bleach of that unbn whereby a matt 
ccafesto be a member ofthatckurclmi^ 
Sckifmes^othtrmCe to tell me that/,4» 4 
SeSfarj^ a Schifmatkk^ to fill up his pages 
with vdint fur^izts and fuppofalls, to 
talke off a difference and fchfme ^unong 
the members of thccapketick church, or 
the like impertinencies, will never fer- 
ther his difcourfe among men, either /if- 
tionatl,folid^Gi: judicious. Adlthat tnhtoB 
to the end of this chapter is about the ^r- 
dinMion ofmiwfiers^ wherein however he 
hath bee pleafed to deal with me in much 
bitterneile of fpirit, with many clamours 
sndfalfe Accufatibns-, lam glad to find 
him (p. 1 20.) renouncing ordination frofH 
the il/iuthority of the church of Home as 
fuch, for I am affured^ that by his fo doing, 
tie can claime it no waie from^ •by, or 
through Itofne*y for iK>thing cattie to us 
from thence^ but what cam^ /;>^nd ^ the 
Authority of that Church . 

CHAP^ 
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CHAP. IX/ 

Wfiat^ nowgadioang tcwatds whtt 
fmns jof anoft ioimodiace coih 
ceroment^to this Savtrtnd Auib$n \Uk* 
- dectaking', namely to troace of the nacore 
of a ^MftictdAr dmrct^ its union and th« 
hceach of that union^ the defbrtption Z 
gDreaffnchachmchisthis^ itjis afodety 
^ &fmmfcaUtd kf the sword to the ohedifncf 
* if(tbefmb inchrifi^nd)cmtp£^iirmanct 
if tkimrpificfKjodmthefame indi^vidt^ 
ail 't>r.dinm^s according to the arJcr hy 
himfnfcrited^ This I piofeffe to ]xii§e^ 




nfually told very .little to the diCcovery 
ortifiablifkntent of truth: ai^a feme can* 
vsfling aof this 4^fcriftion^ our Aiithor 
(ells 'US that iaegrA^tsit to be theJafinmoM 
vf^ farUcular church, whidi is niore then 
I intended it for^ jonly he addsttbat ;accor«* 
ding to this defcripton^ their.cb»robes arc 
.Mtrae M^ours:, which I prefuroe Joy this 
; time^^e knowes was viiomhe ttttng4n:Qgie^ 



ftion. His enfuing difcourfe of the mB of » 
Chrift, that men fiiould joine not all in 
the fame individuall congregation^ but in 
thisoxthA$yi%hy me wholly aflented uto, 
and the matter of it contended for by me, 
aslamable^ what heis pleafed to adde 
about ex^lidte covenanting and thelike> 
\2san0t At 4// tor the prefent concerned 
in^ I p&rpofeiy waved all expreflions con* 
cerning it, one way or other, that I might 
nof involve the bufindle in hand with a^ 
ny unneceflkry contefts ^ it is poflible 
fomewhat hereafter may be fpoken to 
that fuhfell^in a tendency unto the recon- 
ciliation of the parties at variance. His ar- 
gument in the clofe of the Sedion for a 
TrefhyterUn church (rom Ads 20, 1 7. be- 
cauie there is mention of more elders then 
one in that Churchy and therefore it wms not 
one finale congregation I do not under* 
fland^ Ichink no one fingle congregation 
is wholly complcated according to the 
mind of Chriit, unleffe there te more e/- 
^rs thtti cneitv. there Aould be elders in 
€'verj cAiMrr^^andfor rrly part^fo wecould 
orwe agree fra^icAlly in the matter of pur 
: . u ^ .' : churches 



xihiirches, I am under fome apprehenfion 
that it weft no impoflible thing toy econ- 
die the whole difference;, as to zPrefhy- 
teHan church^ox a ftr^gle CMgregarim. And 
though! be reproved a new for my pains, 
I may offd: ere long to the candid con- 
fidd'ation of ^(?///y men, fomef hing that 
may provoke otheis of better abilities 
snd more leafurc, to endeavour the car- 
rying on of fo good a work • Proceeding 
to the confideration of the #;^//^ of this 
church, he takes notice of three things 
l^fid down by me, freviouflj to what I 
was farther to allert-, all Which' he ^m;^// 
to be true, but yet will not let them paflTe 
without his animddverfions . The two 
firft aie that i . a man ma^ be a member of 
theCatholtek invifible churchy zixd 2 of the 
wfible Cnthotick churchy and jet notbcjoj-^ 
nedto afarticular church, Tnefe,as I faid> 
\\tct9nesto be true, but askes how I can 
reconcile this ivith what if aid before ^name^ 
Ijy that the members of the Catholic k vi- 
jible church are initiated into the frofeffion 
of the faith by Baptifmex^hm where lies the 
diiferencci^ why faith \\t,Baftifmaccor- 
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churchy tphi^ h wU grant (.mMj^the 
d0ih J^tm^ km mil heforctJUgrMP} that 
4t mnihr k a tmnifier t» m^re thm hk 
0i»m clmch^rvmtP «6w Ca^holkk ChMrehi, 
m4 may admimfter Baftifme wt #/ 
g fartmlar ehurchy 40^ FhiWrP did H . 
the Eunueh. A. How well this Aathor is ^ 
acquainted with my ftimhksi hath beeq 
already inamfcft«4 a^ tiO bis prefentmi- 
ftakelifeall not compl^ine, feeing that 
feme occafionmaybe adminiftied unto 
it, frcHn tn exfri^m 0^ mn^i at kaft as 
it is printed, of which I (ball fp^ak^ter* 
wards-, for xht^.frefim h6 may be.ipkafed 
to take wticcf that I am fa hr fromcx>n* 
0mti§ SapfifmeGihjt&^ivtW to a partfcu* 
lar eoi^regatiofij^ that I do no> btlkve 
that any pnembei- of 3 particular f burch 
was.ev^r regularly baptized: Baptifme 
precedes admilfion into Church mem'- 
berfliip^ as to a particular Churchy the 
fi^kjeif of it, is profeffing believers and 
their (e^ds^ as fuch they have right unto it^ 
whither they bejphed to any particular 

^hurch or noj fuitabk to this judgment 



lath bee^ ipy eonfiant, ?n4 umateryupted 
pradife. /defire alfo to Know , vf^Pol4 
him that I deny ammfter t^ if 4 
w/wj^cx toudore then hi^ own Churchy 
or averred that he nmy peif oxm mimfte-- 
r#4i7dDty o^ly inand toward^ th^i^em*- 
bers of his own congregation : iiw: fo 
much as men are appointed the d'jf^s 
ofthedifpenfation of the word I grant 
a man in the dirpenfation of it to d<^ 
minifierially towards i>ot only the piem* 
hers of the Catholick 4^kuycb^t the vifi^ 
llejntmhexs Qf the world aljo in contra- 
diftin^pn thereunto: 
The third thin| laid down by'me^wheg- . 
iintOcairo he aflentes is^ that every be mi 
wr is chlitgedto )oin himfelff to fome Me 
iff thofe churches 9 th At there he mdj. abide 
in De&rit^ and fellopffjip and hreafciijgi 
ef bread as^d Pray enhitmy reafonswheie^ 
by I prove this , hct faie5 he lilces not fo . 
welh !3ifki truly I cannot helfd^ it-, I 
have little hope hefliould like anything 
well which is , done by me : Let him be 
pleafecj to furnilb me with better j,znd L . 
0)aU make ufe of themj but yet when he 
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fhair af tempt fo' to doe, it is odds tut 
that one or other ^wSl find as mznyjlawes 
in theth as he pretends to do inmine^ 
But this^efaith he ihall make-iijeoi, and 
that, he Pall make advantage of , and I 
know- notwh^t, as if he were .playing 
a fripe upon a ftage. The third reafon 
is that which he likes worft of . all, and I 
like the hufinefe'thQ better ,^ that what 
he under (lands lea/l^ that he likes worft^ 
it is, that Chrift hath given nm di- 
rection 'for any dktif of worjhipy meerly 
and purely of foveraign infUtutim^ hu$ 
only to them and by them who are- fo joined^ 
ifcreupon he askesV j. is Baptifme a 
of art ofwprfhip ? A:y es^and to be fb per- 
formed by them, that i^ atjiiiniflerin., 
or ^/ them*, Ifear -my expreflion in this 
place lead him tK> his whole miftake in 
this mattgr: 2/ prayer and reading of 
th^ word in private families /are they no 
duff of ^or (hip: Ah^Not meerly and 
p-urely cf foveraign injlitution , • J. Is 
preidching to convert h^thens a duty of 
worflnpr not (as deftfil^ed) inall cafes^ 
%hen it is,it is to be performed by ^ -mi- 
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hifter^aiKl fohe knowes my anfwcr to his 
next invidious inquiry > relating to my 
ownperfon-, Againft my fourth Reafoa 
taken iftom the Afofiles care to Icavc 
none out ofthts order ^ who were converted^ 
where it was fopble : he gives in the in- 
ftanceof the E^^i^^A^ and others conver- 
ted where there were not enough to ingdge in , 
fuchfocieties'y th^t^is in them with whom 
it was ^w^^//^/e:myfiftisfrom Chrift's 
providing of officers for thefe Churches^ 
This dfo he faith is "weak as thereby for 
frfl.Chrifi provided officers at fir ft for the 
Catholick church, that is the Afo^les.t.ail 
r dinar) officers are fet firji m the Cath$- 
licke churchy and every mimfter isfirfi ,a 
minifierto the Catholtck Churchy and if 
(faith he; he deny this^he knowes where to 
fnd a learned Jntagonifi. 

J^ . But fee what it is to have a mind 
to difpiite : will he deny that chri(i ap- 
pointed officers for f articular churches^ 
qr if he iliouldhave a mind to ido it, will 
his arguments evince any fuch thing; 
Chrift appointed ^/^(?/?/f/, Catholick 
oificets, therefore he did not appoint 

V ^ . officer 



§ffims for partieul^ CbuFcbes 5 «bdqgh , 
be commanded (bat ilders fhrnld h or^ 
daintdm ev€jjChurch-y Paftors' and tea- 
chers, are fct firft ia the CMfhlkk chunky 
therefc^e Chrift hath not orddned 
officers for patticular Chwches; But 
this is the jvay with oiar Author / if 
any w«ri^ offers it felfe,whenceit is po0i^ 
ble to draw out the memion of ^y thin^, 
that if, or hath at any time beeii in ^f^ 
rence between Pre^it(rUns and Indeuih 
dtnts^ that prefently is run aw^ witnaUj 
for my part I had not the Itafi thought 
of the contrmirCtc which to no purpoCe 
at all he would here lead me to: but ypi; 
I muft tell him that my judgment is, that 
ardmary officers dxt firttly to he ^dained 
in furtic^Ur * churches .* and as I know 
where w find a Uarped Afft^gamft as tO 
' thatf^rticular^fo I do^irt refped of every - 
thing th^ I afffrme orj deny in the bufi-r 
pefle of Religion, and yet I bleffc the 
Lord I im not iii the Icaft difqttieted ox 
ihaken in my adherence to the truth I 
profeife. 

My laft reafon, he faith^ IsfdUdms 
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put ah iaKreivre upon it never intended 
mit. Now the pofitioa that thefe rea?- 
foQs were prociuced to confirm beif^ 
frfUy^iskd (6 acknowledged by himfelfe^ 
becaufe it is a truth that indeed I lay 
fome more then ordinary Wei^htjl upiewi 
it beit]^ of great ufe in the daie$ where- 
in we live:I would humbly inireaf thisJ?^ 
n^ertnd K^nthcr to fend me his reafo^ 
^hereby^ic may be ^&nprmedy and / ih^ 
promife him if thfey be foundi of mocf 
HjatiJ^tf then thofe which according to 
my kefi skill I have allready ufed, he 
ihEll obt «in many thanks^ and much r^ 
ffiif for W$ favour^ 

What he f ennjarks apon>or adds to my 
^€xt di(c0!$rfe ^bout inftitated worihip 
in generally / ihall not need toinfifton: 
(Miely by thP way / cannot but take n&tict 
of that which be ai[\sAcbkfe fiece ef In^ 
de^endemU^ and that is / that thofe wh^ 
are joined w chinch felht^lhip arep cmr 
fned th4t thy cannot or maj not worfl}if 
God in the fame ordinances in ftthjer 
fhf^rfhey. how thi j cook* to be 4 cheift 
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peue of Ifldefendency J I know not^ 
It is contrary to the knmn fra0ife of 
all the churches of England that / am ac- 
quainted with , whicn he calls Indepen- 
dents* For my part / know but one man 
of that mind, and he is no child in theie 
things. • 

For the enfuing difcourfe about the in- 
tercifion of ordinances, it bdng a matter 
oi great importance, and inquired into by 
memeerly in refSereflceto the Roman A^ 
p0dcj^it needs a more fericjus difquifiti* 
on,, then any thing at prefent adminiftred 
hf our Author will give occafion unto: 
^offibly inconvenient time/ may offer 
fomewhat farther towards the invefti- 
gation oi the mind of God therein: every 
thing in this ptefent conteft is fo warped 
to the petty difference between Pr^/Jy- 
tertans and independents^ that no faire 
progreffe nor opportunity for it can be 
afforded: itit may be, in my .next debate 
t)f it,I ihall wave al mentio of thofe vat^^ 
ntr differ encesu&c2S I remember /have 
not mfifted on them in what/h'aveall- 
^eady /r^/<;/^^to this purpofe/o polfibly 
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the next time I may jutterly efcape. 
For the prefent,/ do not doubt but the 
fpirit of <iod in the Scripture^ is furni- 
ibed VfixSifufficient authority to ereiinero 
churches^ and fet up the celebration of all 
ordinances on fuppofi^cion that there 
VfOiS an intercifion oi them. To declare 
the way of his cAr<r//W his Authority to 
this purpofe, with the obviating of all 
ob]e^aons to the contrary,!? not^^ a matter 
to be tofled up and down in t\\\sfcam^ 
hlingchafe:mdlamnot a litle unhappy, 
that this Re'verend Perfon vyas in the dark 
tomy defigneand aime all alon^^which 
hath intangled this difpute withi^ many 
impertinences-^ But however / fliall an- 
fwer a queftion which he is pleafcd to 
put to me in I particular :he.askes me then * 
fohither J do not think m^ my confcienC€ 
that there fvere no true churches inEngland 
nntiU'the Brownifls our father s^^the K^na-- 
haptifls our elder hrotheys^And our ftlves 
arofe and gathered new Churches. With 
thanks for the civiUty of t\\t inquiiyia 
the manner of its cxprcflion, I anfwer 
no 1 Jhave no fuch thoughts, and ;his 
. . . • pretencf 



frttpjcf oF my. mfinaaticw of any fudi 
things is mofl va^i^, as alfo is his infoka-* 
tioa tbcreupcMi^ tnxly if menwillifl^*// 
/^af^j take liberty to fpeak what tihey 
pleaie, they have no reafon but I20 think 
riiat they may at one timeiOr Oftbcr har^ 
that %vhk:hwill difpleafc^ 

Hmxxg iaveftigated the nattrre of d 
fartuid^sr Church, I proceeds in my tres- 
tife of -S^)fcr/5wtf, to inquire afcer the union 
©fit, whereindt doch confift, and what 
is the breach thereof^ The fumme i% 
tht joint csnfem 0ft he members U wsUct 
together in celebration of the fame numt* 
ricall ordinances^ accoraing to the mind of 
^tftuChrifi, is that mfkerein the union of 
fuch d church dodf x:onft(i. Tins is va- 
tioufly excefited againil .- t^d 1 know 
tiotv^at di'^utesibout Baimpdrcit suid 
txfiicit xovenant^ of SfeciJiMUng forms 9 
ot the pnuftifeof new and old England^ 
of Adwiflion of church men^bers^, of tbt 
right of the members of the CathoUck 
ichurchxo ail ordinances, <xf die mifarri^ 
itgeof th^ Indefendtms^oA divxdi tjMa*' 
mculations aad iuch 'kkc thiir^s^ -not 
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once confidered bjr me m my pro- 
)^raU'of the matter in hand-, are fallen 
npoii. ' By the way ht £ils upon my jmilf* 
meMzhoJit the inMiHrnmnf the Spirit , 
C;dls it an err^r^ and fates To it hath been 
rented by altthds are ^rthod$xs raifing 
terrible fufpitions and intimations of 
judgments on our way from God, 
by my falling into that error^ when yet 
I {ay no more then the Serif Pure faith in 
cxprefle tearms/^/y times ^fov which I 
referre him to what I have wiitten on 
that fob joft^wherein I have ^fo the con- 
currence of PoUnusy SHcanta^ Borchetm 
with fundry others Lutherans and Cdvi- 
nifis •, k may be whenhehath/^rttw/"- 
Ij weighed what 1 have offered to the 
clearing of that glorious truth of the 
<jofpell , he may entertain more gen* 
ide thoughts both concerning it and 
mee. 

The reft of the chapter I have paffed 
thoroWj once and againe, and czanbif^ 
•on any thing xporthj of farther debate: 
A difference is attempted tobe/^»;^ift 
my deftriptidn of the unim of a farticw 
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hr C^«rri&5m>^^andanochei: place.' be- 
caufe in one place I rcc^uire the X9nfent 
of the members to walkepogetherjn bo- 
ther mention only thtk fo doings whejithe 
mention of that' only, was neceflkry ia 
that place>not fpeaking of it abfolutely, 
but as it is the difference of fuch a. church 
from the church Catboiick, feme impro- 
priety of expreflion . is pretended to be 
difcovered : (id fQfulus curat fcilicetC) 
which yet is a pure miftake of his, . not 
confidering unto what . efpedall tnd arid 
purpofe the words are ufed : He repeats 
fundry things as in oppofition to me, 
that are things laid down by my felte and 
granted : Doth he attempt to prove 
that the union of a Church is not rightly 
ftated: he confelTeth the form of fuch 
a Church confifts in the observance and 
ferform^nce of the^ famt ordinances of 
n>orflup numerically: laske^is it the com- 
mtod of Chrift that believers ftiould fo 
doe? is not their obedience to that 
command, their confent fo tq do ? are 
not particular churches inftituted 
of Chrift >' is it not the duty of every' 
believer to joinhimfelfe to fome one of 
lem ? was not this acknowJedseda^ 



bbv«? can any ohe do fo without his 

confentingtodo fo? is t\{\^nfent any 

thing but his voluntary fubmiffioil to the 

ordinances of woffliip therein?-^ As an 

txpreflc^^ confcnt -and fub)e<ftion to 

Chrift in ^erall^ is * requited' W con* 

ftitute * m^ a member of the Church 

CAtholick vi^ihXt:, fo if the Loid Jefus 

bath appointed any partkulai* church for 

the celebration of nis ordinances-, is not 

their confent who are to walke ihthem, 

fieceflfary thereunto? But the Te^p/irit of 

an exflicite covendnty pft&ntiu^ its felfe 

with an advantage, to take npfrmeled'ves^ 

would not be waved , though nothing 

at all to the pur fofein^h^d. After t^is, 

my confeifion made fn as mudi ctm^ef* 

eenftcn unto compliance as I could nvell 

hnagilie^df the ufe of grater aflcbHesy is 

examined^ arid excepted againft^ as hein^ 

in my eftem^ he faiths Wjrwg^^ it ki not fa 

indeed^ a matter of frudemi onljt^ But I 

k now ftiU -well, that h e knows not what 

eftteme or- difefteeiA 1 have of ftindry 

things 6f no lefle importance. The con- 

fideratk)^o^myfi^/W4U) propofed^ina 
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preparation to what was to be mfifte4oBb 
in the ne:^ Chapter, as influenced hom 
the tordgomg dtfitrPations alone rem^nesa 
jttid indeed alone deferve our nqtice. 

ft^y fhft is thi$» The def anting ofdnf 
man mr menfr^m mj parti f^Ur Church, 
as ta the cwtmmioni peculiar jf fuch a 
churchy is po where caUed Schifme^ tfpr is 
fo in.tkf nature efthe thing it frife, hut k 
4 thing t$ he judged and redeye a title ac^ I 
cordipgto the circumfiances of it ^to this he 
^djoines^rfe^ isnttth^ ^efiion^aflmple 
ffcepp-efa nttan erme ttpQn j^me juji ecca- 
fiw is/n^ called fchifmtyhut to make cauflefl 
difetfinfes in a Qhur^hj and themfifaror \ 
tin^fr^mit^ asnfChf^rch^ denffing comr \ 
munian ffithst^ hath the nature anil namt ^ 
cff^ifme in alLmcw judgments kMthu 
VPn^ An. What -QiK^ftioji dothoqr Re- 
veMnd^\^uthot tn««ie? I twebe is ftiU 
fcMicying oHhf: difference between Pr^/- 
kjttriammi Indifendtints ^ and fquariog 
«ll things by that Imagination^, whether 
it -be a: ^efiioit ftaced to hif mind or no, 
I caoiwt telj, hut it is «i afjertii^ tx^xtC- \ 

ivftQimm(mni$ which be isd^jdo well 
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to diTfri-ore iflie caiu Wbo told hiiri tha< 
v^Cin^(:aufle^^d$ffcrac€s in aChurchjand 
then leparatingirom it^ is not in my iudg** 
mem, fihifme?(.M^y I poffibly xttaine 
faopts of makiiie my (dft imd^rilpod by 
this RevercttdjiMivr? I fiippofe thougl^ 

Bfiither/r^//»rf:iterr^^rj^. Aindilx:) thi$ 
may be palled over^ ] 

; My fecond is,^ - Mt Cimch tefufing t$ 

mght t0 bt iftmiejlfjt]km> if J§9t Sckifmf 
fr^fefljfo ir^ii^cr.TheKpl^bfiivtontois 
tw6£bkl, I .Thut ptfcCk§&ck mn r^ifc Sf^ 
prvfoesin^ atfd Mib 9Wthir*j(hntsl>> And 
focmfc SthifmfS)z\^at,tMlt^pendent$ 
iJenj any c$mmBjmn:vf (hnnb^fivkt whst 
is firudentiaU^jiniifo that c^mmnnhn can* 
V4}t^t broken* To the firft Ihvit fpoketi 
foffidently bffor^^ the latteif is but an 
harfingon the faiw ftrifig: I am not fpea*^ 
long ot Jndeprmdenp €h§rfhiSj, nof upoa 
the farindpies oj: J»defemltnts , much 
leile on them. ^ which are impofed on 
them^ Let the .Htvcrend %^ptb0r (up** 
Keor aver whatcomawmiM of c^urche, 



be pleafeth ; my. pofition holcfe. m rfcfe 
rence toit^ lior can hecSfprove it^ ( feiv- 
eveip for my fart I am not acmdnted with 
thofe /*^^/^/M^^V- wl^o^^^^^^ ffoxom^ 

#i//-, and yet it is thotighy that I know as 
tnmf^^this^Bjtvtre^ Author doth. - : 
^ Uponif^ laftprbpofallwe arewhol^ 
ly agreed^ fo that I fhali aM>t iieed to re- 
fteat it5 W'ybe mc» me^i^d far emil at 
thedoije^o^tibe Cbapter^v which m^uft be 
takeh ftotite of^ js(faitirbe)ii^ rAf depg» 
'^fhis JmS^ t^fri^eifhdi^mld^. and tm-^, 
demni^m^Tfif-mBchHrcim^^xiit t^irid he 
5 and^ liay fct ^^ImefAims o£ God 
^„^j^ laad'vj^fus Ohrsftw//j^^ 
thief Ihkw^bot oijttraaio» injury doa« 
mc ifl this imputation^ ^r^; faith he, nr^r 
Ufthishemin}^^ hei:m '^e^r )ul^ifif his 
f€pardt^A%\v\\Qti ycur&^r brethren tbld 
theBifhcps/fkt il^aiktd. God they were 
mone ^/rifed*ii>ana defied the treUticdl 
^hmch^^xSi tftey tnakt t^f^rMonxm^ no^ 
rWteretbHey guilty o('SehiJme?. I fi^pofe 
^ou willnorfay fo: ntorudo I5 yet have I 
iiohe aay iuch thing inarrfer cn« xojyoq. 

. vl or 




or your churches*, I have no more fepara- 
ted from you, ,then^ yoiihive done from 
me-, andasft>r the aijlance which is be- 
tween US- upoir oitt'difagreement about 
the way of reformation, let all thechur- 
tbes 6t God judge, on which iBSk it hadi 
been managed with more ^45f^* ;of love, 
on yours or miae? Let me affureyou Sir> 
through the' mercy of God in Jefus 
Chrift, I can fr^ly^forgii/e unto .you all 
your refr$acbes^ rtvilings ^^ hardxenfu-! 
rints^ and endeavours to expofe me to 
publick oblcquie^ and yet hope that Imay 
have before we dy^ a place m your heait 
and prayers* 




1.3 



CHAP. 



CHAp.-X. 

Indcfcndenij n4 Schifme. 

• I 

W£ ire come ncnv to the chapter 
that muft do the. work iatrndedy 
or dkpperam & cUam ferduUmtut, In* 
dipendennfme s gr€» Scheme , is the 
tiue of it-, what thisrndsfeMdennfmc is> 
he doth neither here decide, nor in any 
other part of his booki^ nor do I kaow 
what it is that he intends byit^ I heave in-* 
deed from him that it i^apbifme^ a Scd:, 
hut o( what Peculiar import^ or wherein it 
confifts, he nath not declared-, I ftippofe 
he woiild have it taken iorfeparationfrom 
true churches^ but neither doth the noti* 
0no^ the name, i\\6x\^in^idi(uflf\xo2k.n 
ehed and difavowed by theiii, to whom 
it is afcribed, import any fuch things nor 
is the thing it felfe owned by them^ with 
whom he pretends to have to dp: I find 
indefed tlQt he tells u^ that all Sectaries 
are Indefendents -^ Anabaptijif ^ Seekers^ 
Ranters^ fakers . Doth he expect that 

I 



. (?4V) 
I fhofuld undertake their defence? wbatfi: 
it ihould appear, that I have done more d^ 
gatnfi them then our Kcwrtnd Amhor^ 
and many of his brethren /oirted with 
htm V be may perhaps be Willing to had 
my felfe and thofe which he is pleafed ta 
aH my afocUtSf my fdrtj^ I know noj 
what, with their evuls and mifcarnages* 
But is this done as becomes a chrtftun^ a 
iMini^er^ a Brother? viixzx, fecurity hath 
hef that had he been the only jsfdge audi 
difpofer of things in Religion in this na- 
tion> if I and my affociats had been fent 
t9 fUnt churches among the Indians ^ that 
he (hould have prevented the eruptsion of 
the errors and abominatioqs which we 
have been exerdfedwithallinthis gene* 
ration^unleffe he had fent for Duke ti^Al- 
fuasinfiruments to work his ends by .^ and 
indeed there is fcarce any SeS in the nati- 
on, but had they their defires, they would 
uke that courle. This may be <i>ne by 
any that are upfermtrfl if th?y pleafe. But 
how ihall we kqow what it is he inteads 
by Independentifins: All (it may be) that 
ai:e not Prefbyserians are Independents. 

L 4 Amc 



Among thcfefojce: ^tofdTcSiyfefatdtej 
both jfro them & us, - (for there are none 
that feparate from them,but withal! they 
fcparate from us that I know of) becaufe^ 
as they fay, neither theirs nor. ours are 
tiue Churches*, we grant them to be true 
churches^' but ivithall denie that wcfepa-- 
rate from theiti-, is it poffibleat once to . 
defend both thefe feds of men? is it pof- 
fible at once with the fame arguments to 
charge them/* The whole difcourfe then 
of our Reverend Author being uniforme, 
itcan concerne but one of thefe feds of 
Independents I which it is, any man may 
judge, that takes theleaft view of his trea- 
tife. He deals with them that unchurch 
their cA/frr^^^, uiiminifter their minifterSj 
difanuU their ordinances, leaving them ] 
Chur chiefs officerleffc, and in the like fad \ 
conditioi):. Is this Inde^endentifme a 
Sehifm? though that it is properly fp cal-r 
led, he canot prove,} et I hopehe did not 
expe<a, that J ihouid /^/^^^ for it-, what I 
ihiil do in this cafe,I profceire,well I know 
not* I here dcmt that I unminifier their 
nifiers s unchurch their d^hnrcbesx hath 

. .^ <bis 



053) 
tlus Author any mote to fay to me, or 
thofeof ray perfwafion? doth not this 
whole difcourfe proceed upon a fuppoji- 
tion that it isotherwife with them with 
whom he hath to do? only I niuft tell him 
by the way^ that if he fuppofe by this 
conccffioni thatljuftifie and bwne their 
W4J , wherein they differ from the congre^ 
gatien/tUmimfiers in England^ to be of 
Chrifls infiitution , or that. I grant all 
things to be done regularly among them, 
and according to the mind of Chrift, 
therein I muft profefle he is miftaken. In 
breife by Ihdefendmi(mc he intends a /e- 
faration firom true Churches, with con- 
denxning them to be no churches, and 
their Minifters no Minifters, and their 
ordinances none, or Antichriftian 5 
whatever becomes of the nature of 
fchifme^ I difavow the appearing as an ad- 
vocate in the behalfe ot this Independent 
tifme. li by Independentifme he under-' 
ftand the feaceabte froceeding , of ^ny of 
the people of God in this nation iu tlie 
leverall parts of it, to joine themielves by 
thtir free confent to wali; together in 
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fiyo) 

the ibfei^vdthn find cdebratlon of ill (he 
§rdinumcs of Chrift ^pointed to be obr 
ferVerd and celebrated ia particular chur* 
ihes^ fo to reforme themfelves ttpm the 
difordens wh^ein they were indtngled^ 
beiA^ not able in fome things to joiiieia 
that way of retbrmatbn^ which many 
godlie minifteis c5monly called Frtfby^ 
teriansf hare ingaged in^ and feck to pro- 
motej without i^tdging & cmdemning the 
a$ to the whole of ihckt fiathnotordi'^ 
naces^X^Ms I fay be intended by JiMfepW-. 
demifme^ when the Hevennd Au^thar fhall 
nndertake to prove it Schifme^ having not 
in this book fpoken one tPifrd or mU to 
it, his difcoorfe Will be attend fdr \into. 
This whole chamr then being fptnt a- 
gaiftft them, who deny them to be trt$e 
churches^ and defend reparation, I mar* 
vaile what can be faid unto it by me, or 
bowl come to be concerned in it, who^' 
grant them true chm^^hes^ and denie {efa^ 
ration. 

But our RenjcHnd uit^th^r^ knowing 
that if this botcome be taken fram under 
him^ he hath no fouaiadon for anything 

he 



hzAptfJ.ihovLghtit nor fofficient ko charg; 
me 0*vir'md over with what is here deny^ 
ed, but at length attempts to makeii 
ga9d fro mme own words^whtch if he doth 
cffe^ft make &gpod,I confefle he changes 
die whole nature and ftate oitbcdiffmi 
in hand: Let at fee thenhow be aniwers 
ihis nndercakin^r 
' From thoft words of mine, the ref0r'' 
miUim $f Mj churchy $r anything init% 
is the rcdu£ing0fitt0its frimkive infii* 
tmon: approving the aflertion as true^ 
he labors to evince that I deny their 
Chkrchis to be tree Churches -, how fo I 
pray^ rabj not trcB new churches mp of n$ 
churches-^ And i t hddheen hafpj for Eng^ 
land if we had aUg$m to d$ thts work a» 
mong the Indians. .What will prove 
Bnglands ha^^inefe or unhappineflerthe 
day will mamfeft-, this is but mans day 
and judgment. He is coming who will 
notjW^ by ^^ feeing of the ejCj nor by 
liie hearing of the ear^ In the mean time^ 
webleiTeGod^&thinktfiZf/^W^^^ihathcaus 
lo bleffe God, what ever become of us, 
that he and wr brethren of the fame mind 
with him, in the things of God y hav 



(I5«) 
thcii' liberty to preach the goTpell,' and 
caiTy on the work of reformatioiiin their 
pAtive fajle^ and are not fent into the ends 
^/the earth, as many of ours have beem^ 
But how doth our gathering of Churches 
denie them to be true churches ? Doth 
our granting them to httrue Churches^ 
alfo grant that all the Saints in England 
9X£ members of their Churches ? It 
is notorioufly known ^ that it is and was 
btherwife,and that when t^ey^dnd «v be- 
gan to reform , thoufands of the people of 
God in thefe nations ^ had no reafon to 
fuppofethemfelvesi to belong to me far- 
ticnUr Church rather then another. They 
Jived in one pari(h, beard in another, re- 
moved up and down for their advantage 9 
and were in bondage on that account all 
tbeirdaies. 

But tie faies in fome words following I 
difcover mj very heart: I cannot but by 
the way teU him^that it is a fufficient evi-p 
dence oi his unacquaintedneffe with me, 
that he thinks there is need of fearching, 
and racking my words to difcover my 
i^cry heart ^ in any thing that belongs 

(thougli 



Ytholigh in never fo remote a diJftanoe) 
cotheworlhipofGod. All that know 
me^know how open zndfree^l am in thefe 
thingSjhow ready on all occafions to de- 
clare my whole hearts, it kwdther fear nor 
favour can influence iro unto another 
frame : But what are the words that 
make this noble dtfcovery : They are 
thefe that follow .• when any Society 
i>r combination of men ( v^hat ever hither^ 
to it hath been efieemed) is not capable of 
fuch a reduStidny and revocation {that is to 
its primitive inftitution) I fupfofe ijhall 
never provoke any wife or fober perfon^ if 
Jprofeffe I cannot look on fuch a ($cietyas 
a church ofchnfi: His reply hereunto 
is xhthin^e upon which his whole dif^^ 
courfe turneth, and muft therefore be 
confidered# Thus then he-, is not this^ 
^eader^ at once to unchurch all the chur- 
thes of England Jince the reformation ? 
for it is knowny during the rdign of the 
prelates they were not capable of thatrt^ 
Juffion land what capacity bur Churches 
•are now in for that reduction ^partly by want 
^ 0fpower^andAQif^ancefrom tht magtfirau^ 

without 
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tHih0nt i»hifh fome dart not let jf^0 s 
reformation , for fear of a framunire^ 
partly bf our divijions amongft our f€lva9 
fomented bj he knorves whom^ he cannot 
but fee as v^etioMPe lamem. And bere^ 
upon he proceew with fundry complaints 
of my dealing ^v\^ them; And now 
Chilian Reader what fhall we fay to thei^ 
things ? A naked fuppotition^ of n* 
ftrjength,nor weight, that will not hold 
%. any thing or cafe,namely that a thing i? 
fiot to be judged r/i^^Wept- that, which 
by forae ext email force il is withheU 
from, is the fole bottome <rf all this 
•charge. The Churches oi England wei^ 
€afable of ;hat ricdutStion to their primi- 
tive inftitutioOjUnder the /^rr/ir<w,though 
in fome things hindred Jby them, frona 
$a a(5luall Ji^duaement*^{o\thcY are now ia 
fundry places^ where thew/iritis notfo 
much as attempted^ the (luggards feitd u 
tafable of being weeded'^ the prefent pre- 
tended want of ^4p4«>y from the non-af- 
iiftance of the ma^firate^ whtleft perfed 
iiberty for Reformation is given, and the 
worke \xi it^ fever all decrees incouraged, 

will 



win be found to bea/4^plcaforfome^ 
when things come to be tryed out by 
the rule oi the Gofpell* And for our 
divifioas 1 confefle I begin to difcover 
fomewhat more by whom they; are fo- 
mentedjthen I did four <iaies agoerfor 
the matter it felfe. I defire our J?w^- 
rw^v^iif/vr to take notice, that I judg 
wery church cafabU of a redu(Stion to 
its primitive inftitution, which, 3U out- 
ward hinderances being removed, and 
aU ^(hnces giranted, that are nectffarj 
for reformation *;cording to the Col-* 
pell, may be reducai mto the forme and 
order appointed unto a particular church 
by Jefits Chrift-, and where any fociety 
is not fo capable, let them call themfejye$ 
what they pleafe, I ihall advife tbofe 
therein, who have perfonalh a due right 
to the priviledges purchafed fca: them 
by Jefu$ Chrift, in the way of their ^d- 
minifti^ation by him appointed, to take 
ibme other feaceabU courfe to make 
themfelves partakers of them-,^d for- 
giving l!bi5 advift I neither dread the 
wgo'M^ Jffdignatim of any man living 



in the wdrld : And fo I fuppofc by this 
time x\\t Author kndwes what is become 
of his y qmd erat demonftranduM% and 
hefe.inroomofit Idefire him tc^ accept 
of this' return* 

, Thofe whoin the judgment of charts 
ty were and continue, members of the 
shufcfr Cdtholick inwfible by vertue of 
their union with Ghrift the head thereof^ 
. and niernbers *of the gene fall vifihle 
^Ai^^^jby their due p-ofelfion of the fa- 
vings truths of the gofpell^and fubjedi- 
on t-e Ghrift Jefus their King and Savi* 
our according to them, do walke in love 
and concord in the particular churches, 
whereof by their o\yn confent and choice 
they art members, not judging and con- 
demning other ^drticular churches of 
Chrift, where they are not members as 
they-ar* fuch, as to their ftationand privi- 
kdgesjbeing ready for. all inftituted com^ 
mmion with the^^jsrevefilcdarenotaccor;^ 
<iing to -any go fpdl rule ^nox by any prin- 
ciples acTtnowledgedamongft Chriftians, 
to be judged or condemned as giiilty of 
Schl (me 'yhixt^ inch arc all they fop whpi% 

under 



lindef ' any tonfideration what ever^ I. 
hdVe pleaded as to their immunity from 
this charge , in my treatife of Schifmet, 
therefore they are not to be judged fo 
guilty .If you pleafe, you may adde!, * 
-^od erat demonfiratum. 

I ^fliall not digreffe to a recharge upon 
this R€*verend K^uthor, and thofe of the 
fame profeflion with him, as to their mi • 
Jiakes and mifcarriages in the work of 
Reformation, nor-dilcaire their wms and 
frinciflei^vAi^vdn I am not fatisfied as to 
their proceduce: - I yet hope for bet- 
ter things , then to be neceflitated to 
rarry on the defcnfaiive of the way 
• whei'ein- 1 walk by bppofing theirs. It 
is /r«f that he who-ft^nds upon meer dt* 
fenety\% thought to ftaiid upon none at 
all: but I wait for hmtr things from men, 
then their hearts will yet allow them, 
to think of. I hope the Reverend Ai^- 
^W thinks, that as I have reafons where- 
with I am fatisfied as to myovAii way, 
fo I have thofe that are of the fame . 
weight With me againft him. But what 
ever he myf [nrmife Ihave nannnd, 
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tofiment the c&viiions ch^t are amongft 
us-^hence I willingly bear all hisJmfut^^i^ 
ens without reiortioa^ I know in pan 
how the cafe is ia the world. The 
^reateft chargers have not alwaies ribe 
moft of truth-, witnefle Fafifis^LtahrAns^ 
jprcldtifts I AnabAfiifis. I hope I can 
, fay in iincerity, lam fpr fiace^ though 
others make themfelves r^y for war* 

But we inull: proceed a litie fui tber, 
though as to the cawfc by me underta- 
ken to be managed^ caufeleflely. The 
difcoQrfe of our K^utfm from the place 
iixed on, wherein he. faintly indeavoored 
to make ^W th€fvu»daii0»^Q{x\iis chap j 
ter 5 wiiich I have allready coa^deirad, j 
xonfiAsoftwopartf: i. HisAnimad- ^ 
verfions on fome frifcifla which I lay i 
down, as neceffary to be ftated, aright ' 
and determined , tha* the queftipn aboiic | 
ggiherwg churches may be dearly and 
ilu:rfac2orily debaced. Some:pt them j 
he fiiies have been hwdlsd by oth^s*, \ 
whichificbearul^ofy?/«c/ tohim^and . 
me, k might have prevented thi?/^^/ww * 
dd^t^ what ever his thoughts jpay be 
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of my pjiiafhUp^ I cbd^tiear to oS&nm^^ ^^ 
Ills Treatik^hat I Mve fband mthing in v 
it^ frointhe begioriin^ to die endiD^^biit 
what hacb Yt^n m^k3;tid on bosikpdlers 
fiallrBx.zbovt tb^ferfs^a$ years. Pop 
the reft of thofe pritoipks> which he ex-^ 
ceptsagainfi:^ ashotftnnks mdet^ Heave 

fj\, tvfaick the Lq driiffiliiDg I hdv^ defti*^ 
md them ttoto« . : Ths; way of pLthring 
chMcHiSi npob a lbpf)o£tiQn (>f tneidf 4iirtf -« 
ccdepcy^to ofBcer s, tta&ies is vt&yfrittjp 
zaihoi3idi tt with the jdiffi€uky::at iorif/ 
eumming to bpibbpdreii miibch ai 
caiietiburas I cmvsXi^jmh <A thfitiidiicb 
is neither true^nacfhtig^, ia the |)raiftifa 
e£Tome 3^honifae(b!ib\|issyOckEtbTea£ba 
fotodoj fo/cafi aiTore him tiiat vi^ tte 

i^pfifnie^^ withthieni:vrho]iia7;polfi:^. 
blyLbefo^ itiisxridtculqas thiog^td tbinb 
it an objection. . - 'And for .tmt ps^t of 
iny j^fi^/r^wbether the Ci&«rril:bel>efQ^^ 
»9iimiinp.ip before iii as 

Height as he is pleafed to make of it> 
it Wiit Ikibundoxiie Titsf^ mar thebot- 
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• tome df all our diffirmief , • and the rkht 
ftating ofit^o conduct to the compolure 
and ^termination of them . tiis charges 
andieMexions which tpecafh about iniiis 
paflageiOTc not noyv ^to be further men- 
tioned^ we have 1:^ nbem over and over^ 
indeed we hare had little elfe: /fflxcMig^ 
vehement, f 4j?i^«/e iffirmotionSj com- 
plaints^^chdrges^f^ife iihputaiionSyaiid the 
like,wiJHmount to:i demonftration in 
this h bbfinefTe , . he fa^h demonftrated 
Indcftn^emifme to he a great Scff^fpte. 
> lie^gts up . his difcourfe as hbJbegan 
k^redtingi my words by adding, inier- 
pofijQg,' pkvertii^yitonaineritiDg; . tinqm^ 
lang^. . j^enmakes- them. T^f^i^^ whar^he 
.plealiaBijaiidcoiBpaite^.uie.eh of /his 
deli^ tiijjon diem. ^ What, cofatent- 
menthdviiath received in his fo tloing, 
I knqw nsDt^ ncnr :ihail I exprt^t what 
thoughts / have-^' of ifuch' a cotirfe 
6f jprpcccdure: : .This caily / &all 
lay 5 Hi is a facile *«ay of . writing 
tieivtifes and provihg wh^ ever meniuve 
a mind imto. .. ~ •' ij ^ . '.^i^' 
>My:kft taske is toJdok hackcadifi 
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^htgthmng ofthislaft chaptcTjandtogiP 
ther up m our pafj'^i^ what may feem to 
refped the hfimffe in hand, and Co the 
whole matter will be difmifled. The 
flea infifted on for immunity froth the 
charge of Schifme, With reference to the 
Efifcofall Government ot the Church of 
England^ and the conftitution which un- 
der it,it is pretended to have had^he paflRs 
over^ though on fundry accounts his 
concernments ly as deeply in it as in any 
thing pleaded /n that treatife. The 
things he iipleafed to take notice of^as far 
as they tend in the leaft to the iflue of the 
debate betweenus^fliallbe reviewed.Con"- 
fideriiig the feveraU fenfes wherein that 
exprefltoon,/^^ church of England^ may be 
taken, / flianifeft in my treatife, in which 
of them^and how far, we acknowledg our 
felves to have been, and to continue mem^ 
bers of the Church of England: The 
firftisasit comprifes.the ele6i believers 
in England: what the unity 0;f the Church 
in this fenfe is,was before evinced:, oar dc- 
fire to ht found members of this Church, 
with our indeavour to keep the unity of 
*-- . ' M 3 i( 






^mgmvedto repeat ottr Rtverend Aur 
t64rs exceptions to th^s <^dai»tk>ns (m$ 
he, unU/e he think^f here art m members 
0f this ehurck in En^snd^ hsUthpfethdf 
are i>f his formed: farticut^^hkrches^ / 
fedr he will be feund ta irdak the ludrn 
that ought ts be between them : . jfUid why 
fo I pray ? The rniion of cbe meo^bcr? 
of the church m this fenfej^ confi(h io 
their j oint union to &mth Chrifi: their head 
hj one [fir it. What, hath i\\GAe*Oere^ 
Author to charge upon me with reference 
thereunto ? let him fpeak cut to the 
fstmnftt, yea I have fomcicsfQiith think 
.that he will fcarcefpare, where he cao 
ftrike^ G od forbid that / fliotiid thinfc all 
the members of the. CathoUek chHrehin 
England to be comprifedeithei' jointly 
« feveralJy in their churches er otori^ fee* 
ing it cannot, be avoided but you^ill 
keepupthofe notes ofdivifion. /doubt 
not but there be mumythokfands^ofthtin 
who walk neither with youiior bs^ He 
adds, that by gatherip^ faints qf thefrfi 
magnitude vte do t^M licsin tt^^tomake 

the 



iBe tnviftbk Church vifthlit Iris con- 
feflfed, we do To-, ycawe kno^ that that 
dnirch which hinvifthU iii fomerefpe^i 
and imder one formall confideration, is 
nfffihle OS to its profeifion^which it makes 
unto {alvatfort . This^ with all that lies 
inus^we drsw them oat unto: what he 
^d^s about the charphes hthg eleif^ and 
the uncomely parts oi it, whidi tbey may 
be for a feafonwho are ileif htUevers f 
becanfe it muft be fpoken 3 are afeleilb 
Cdvitts. For the fcomfull rejedion of 
what I affirm concerning dur le^e to aU 
the members of this churchy and readi- 
nefle to tender them fatisfaBh» in cafe 
of ofFenceywith his inftnaatfo of my w^tnt 
0f fMdejhf and truth in aflerting the£e 
thoughts, becaufe he will one day know^ 
that the Wordsbe fo defpifes^were fp&ken 
vaftnceritj^zxii with the reverence ot' the 
great God,& out oilove to all his Saints, 
iihall not ferther vbdicate themi Juch 
hay andfiubbie m»fi needs burn. 

My next profeflion of our Retaticn to 
the church ofEngia^^d^ in pefpeft of that 
denomination given to the body of pro- 
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feflbors in this Nation^ cleaving to the 
DoStrine of the G off ell ^ here preached aad 
eftabliflied by Law, as the pubiike pro- 
feflfion of this Nation . But he tds me 
ill ft : I . That many Indefendept Churches 
in this Nation^ are grojlj ^fefiatized fram 
that doStrine , andjo are heretic all. z.That 
the worfhip tpas frvfeffed and frotefied^ 
and eftahlijhcd as rvell as thedoifrtne^ and 
that we are all departed from it , andfo are 
fchfmaticall: for we hold communion 
with them ^hefayes in the fame do&rine^ 
but not in the fame worjhif. Anfwer. His 
fir ft exception zxi(ti\i from the advantage 
he makes ufeof, from bis large ufe of the 
word Independent , which will f erve him 
in his fenfe for what end he pleafeth • 
In the fenfe before declared his charge is 
denyed^j Let him prove it by inflance tf 
he be able: ftircly God hath not given or^ 
thodox men leave to fpeak what they 
pleafe, without due regard to Iwe and 
truth. 2. As to the worfhip eftabliflied. 
in this nation by law,- (he means rhe way 
ofworfliip^for the fnbfi^ntials ofit we are 
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j all agreed iii) I fuppafe he will not fay a 
\ rclinquiflimcnt of the fraSiice of it is 
i f<hifms if he do^ I know what ufe fonic 
I men will mjke ot his affirmation, though 
! I know not how he will free himfelte from 
htingfihifmAficaUh for his renewed charg 
otfchifme> I cannot I coftfefle be moved 
at it, proceeding from him> who neitha: 
doth^ nor w7/ know what it is. His next 
indeavour is to make ufe of another ^^n* 
€e(Jion of miae, concerning our receiving 
of our regeptratiM and new birth by the 
f reaching of the word in England-, faying, 
cculd they make nfe of cur f reaching &c. 
but the truth is^ when the moft of us 
by the fr^e grace of God received our 
new birth through the preaching of 
the word , neither they,, nor we^ as to 
thtfraifice of our waies, were in Eng- 
land-^ fo that their concernment 4c 
fuch , in the conceffi^ i? very foiall; 
^ and we hope fince in refped of o- 
thers, our owne miniftry . hath not been 
' altogether frijitlefle, though we make no 
comparifon mth thcau 
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Tft reftdriflg of the 06)cr paflfape which 
h conceining anabdtptifts add s^Moftifmc*^ 
I (biil not contend with him^ be bath 
not in the leaft innpaired the trmh of 
what I aflert in referenlce to them and 
tbdr way. I eannot bot take nMce of 
that paiiage wfaid) for the fubftaoceof 
it hath fo often occulted, and that is this^ 
ifhth nfit hhnft^e lahr in this hoke U 
frpifi tkat the admiftifira$i0H0f0rdinam* 
{€S in 9ttr d^embties is nu&^ cur^rdina^ 
tiin null And antishrifiidn* For the ptoofe 
of which foggeftion he referrs his Reader 
to page rp7 of my book. I confefie 
feeing this partioitar qdotatfon, I was 
fomenrbxt furprifed y and began to feffl'e 
that fome e5?preflian of min4 ( thpagb 
contrary to my profeflfed judgment > 
might have given cMmenanse to this 
miftake, and 16 be pleaded as a Juftifi- 
cation of all«tbe oncharit^leneiTe and 
fomething eife, wherewith bis book is 
repleniftjed 5 bat «irning to thtfUce I 
was quickly deiivered from my trouble, 
though I muft mg^ottfily confeffe, I 
was caft into another which I ihall not 
-^w mention. .P^ge 






^ Pag6 i6f. we aitiw at that vphidi* 
lone otmoft I'expeded would h2^<^ been 
infifted ofi, md quice cooctary thereto, 
it is tttttrly »iiwi^ namely the whUbu:^ 
jiMJIJe of 4 nAthnall churchy upon which 
ficcoum mdeedaU the pretence of the 
tharge this reverend x^mh^r is pleifcd 
to mannage, doth arife. Take thit out df 
the wayj> and certainly thty^ and t^^are 
upon even termes ^ and if we wiU be 
judged by them who were laftin/^^j(/>^* 
^n cf the Rdgiement of chat churcb>tip 
on fuppofition that there is fuch uhnrch 
ftill, they are no morc intenfiid in it 
then >vej yea are as guilty of fchifme from 
ie as we , But that being fet afide and 
fdrticalar churches only remaining ^ It 
will be very difficult tor him to raife 
the leaft pretence of his great chargft 
But kt us confider what he th'nks meetc 
to feftcn on, in that difcomfe of mine 
about a nationall church, T he firft thing 
is my inquiry , whether, the denyail of 
the Inftuutionof a nationaE church (whidl 
he pleads not for ) dcith not deny in con- 
fe^fiencc tbsit we had either gpdi^^mca 
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or miniftry amongft us; to tvfuch I fay, 
that though it femes fo iodo^ yet indeed 
it d(^h not^ bccaufe there was then another 
church ftate,v even that c^ fartimldr 
churches <unongft us , with many kind 
repS^ions of my renouncing my mniftrj 
and rejeding ot>y ']€]un€ and empty vin-- 
dication of their mm (try C which yet is 
the very iame thaf himfelfe fixes on ) he 
asks me how / can in my confcience be^ 
leive^ that there were my . true minifiers 
in thts church in the time oftts being na-- 
timaO.^ and fo proceeds to inferretrora 
hence my denying of all wi^//rjf and or- 
dinances among them. Truly though I 
were, more to be defpfed thenilam ( if 
that be poffible) yet it were not com- 
mon prudence for any man to take fo 
much paines to make me his enerayi^ 
whether I will or no. He cannot but 
know that I deny utterly ^ that ever we 
had indeed, whatever men thou^t, zna^ 
tionall churchs for I grant nafuch thing, 
as a nationall church in the prefentfenfe 
contended about. That in England under 
theruleofth^fr^/^;^j, wben.theylopkr 
• ed 



cd on the church as nationally there were 
true churches^ and true mimfters, though 
in much diforder as to the way of entring 
into the minifiry and Difpenfing of or- 
dinances, I grant freely^ which is all this 
reverend Author , It I underftand tem> 
pleads for ^ and this he faies / was un^ 
wiling to acknowledge, lejft I ihould 
thereby condemrw my felf e as ifchifma" 
tick. TTruly , in the many fad ^-5jf ir<i^- 
ces and Mvifions that are in the world a^ 
mongft ChriftianSj I have hot been with- 
out fad and iealous thoughts of heart, 
left by any dotSrine or pradife o f mine 
Jflioilidoccafionally contribute ianythini 
unto them-. If it hath been otheiwife wit! 
this K^uthoTy I envy not his frame of fpi- 
tit. But I muft freely fay, that having 
together with them, weighed the rea- 
fons for them •, I have been very little 
taoved with' the cljnwrotts acculatfonsi 
and inpfudtims of this ^ Author* In the 
meane time, ifit bepoffibletogiv^him 
fitisfadion, I here let him know, that 
J ajfent amto that fumme of all he h^h to 
fay, astO:>/&# C^/s^^^A ^/England, aame- 
I ly 



Jy.that the trM€ Andfiithfull minifiersy 
mx\n\iQ fe$fU h their fever 4II ctmgre^ 
gati^ns^ admni firing the trne ordinances 
i^f^efus Chrif^ whereof haptifrne is 0nef 
W4i 4»d is the: true Church fiat ecfEng^ 
l^d^ from which / am not rcparawdi 
uot dQ 1 think that fomc addition of htt- 
Otaoe frudencty <x Imprudence can ^Sar^ 
{^11 the ordinances ot ji?fus Chrift^ upon 
the difavower, made of any other nati^ 
pffoM Church ftate, and the ^irtioh of 
(his C(> aorwor aU intejtts and purpofes,/ 
iSippofe now that the Reverend Z^utheif 
knowes that it is incumbent en himtd 

goice^ that we have h^n metnberf cf 
me ofthefeparticnljorChDrches indue 
oni^c according to the mind of Chrift^ 
to Ml intents and pnipofcs of Churd* 
inemberfllip y.m^ that we have ia onr 
Jndi^iduall ftrfaps raifed csu&lefle dif^ 
fercftce* in tfeofe py ticulsc , chnriiies 
lyfeef^of we ivere memJxrare^eftively, 
«i4^o feparated from them.* with tw 
fond^nmatioii iof :them-^ or eife accord* 
19^ to hi$ ownepcitteiple&he&ile&inbit 
'"HWftlaerly coaduiioa: t^^ vi^Jhi^i'n^^ 
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\ I fuppofe the reader is weary oifur^ng 

I things fo little to our puipofe: tf he mi\ 

I ktAr ^yftttther^ that Independents zx^ 

ffhifmmcksp that the fetting up of ihek ' 

way hath opened a doer to dl ewlls an4 

coiifufipns> that they h^ycflf orated front 

' 4U fhnrcbes^ aad coodemne all churches if) 

^ the world but their owne-, that they haye 

b hi dred Reformation and the fctting tip 

of f he Prefiyterion Church 5 that being 

[ members <itoi^r Churches^ as they aie 

i membecs of the nauon, beaufe tl^y ar? 

1 borne in it, yet they hiave deferted the^i 

that they gather Churches which they 

pretend to i^fp^ft and [pan new *, they 

have fep»:ated tr^m u») that they ironn^ 

tenance fakers ^ and all other Se0arieSf 

that they will reforraeja nationall churclj 

whether if$jefkmllt ar nf,^ though they fay 

that they only 4efire tQ ref^rme them- 

felves> and plead for liberty to that en^r 

jff arty maft / fay have a mind to read or 

h^re (?f this any more^ la him read tbp 

feft oithH chapur^ or elCe convetfewith 

fome peifipns whom /can direia him t^;^ 

' who talk^atthis wholf^ipe rate all ;iihe 
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What feems tabe my particular cm^ 
cernmem^ I {hall a little further attend.un- 
to. Some words ffbr that is the manner 
of managing this controverfiie j are cu^Utd 
out from fag. 255^* 260* to be made the 
matter ot farther conteft . Thus they lie? 
m my Treatife. As the not giving a mans 
felfe uf unto any way^ andfuhmiting to any 
eftablijhment fretendedor f leaded to be of 
Chrifti n>hichhehath not light for ^ and 
which he rvas net by any a£t of his or»nefor^ 
merly ingaged in, cannot tpith^ny colour or 
fretence of reafon be reckoned to him for 
fchijme^ though he may if he ferfifl tn his 
refufaSfrejudice his otvne edification^ fo no 
more-can a mans peaceable retinquifl^men^ 
of the ordinary comfnunion of one Church 
in all its relations be fo efieemed* Thefe 
words have as yet unto me a very harme- 
lefle afped-, mtomReverendO(futhor is 
ihaip-fighted, and fees I know not what 
knonfiers in them: for fitft (fiith he) here 
he feems to' me to be a very Sceftick in his 
ivayofindefendency: why fo I pray? This 
mil gratify aUfeEts^ fakers ^ at^d^Uwith 
dPokratfonihow I pray/* it is Schifme, not 
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teJcrfltion weare treating about. But thU 
yAmfthfrn to ]^dgeof^ as mtlas others^ 
vf^^Uy and what is not 4ccor(Ungto the 
fifiniiofChriPy why pray S\ who is ap- 
pojiat^d to judge finally for them? rvhy 
tkspjho^tdthey be denied their liberty? but 
is. that the thing under condderation? 
ha4yQU concluded that their not fubmit- 
^i^pwhat they have not light for its 
in£Btution> is not properly Scbi fine y you 
ihcMjld have feen how far I had been con- 
cejr^Qd in the iof^^rence : bat excurfions 
V9K> Quakers &c# are one topkk offuch 
diCspui'fcs. But npw he askes me one 
^Queftion, it fcems to try whither I am a 
Sceptfck QV no*, whether (faith he) does he 
believe his otmeway to be the only true nay 
^Chrifiyfor he hath infiituted bnt one way^ 
having rnnfron^ and renounced all other 
tpaiisin this nation. I promife you this 
is a hai'd.Qj?efiion> and not eafily anfwe- 
red# 1(1. deny it, he will fay I am a Seep- 
tick, and other things alfo will be brought 
in; iilaffirme it, it may be he will lay 
that I corjdemne their churches for no 
churches, and the like: it is good to be 

N ivary 



s 



U7^ 
mry wfech a m^ batti td dedc with mJf^ 
menj how if I fliould fay t&at «#r iPifji^ tti4 
tbeir mj is for thtfiSfianct oitheaiy <i»* 
way, and fo I csttmot C^ . thai my way i$ 

the tf»/j> /riw way exdUtivdy to cheks: I 
fuppofe this may do ptetty weil» B^ I 
fear this will farce give fetiiMiOi^tyet 
I know mot well how I cah "go any kb> 
therj yet this I will liiS^^^ I doiodeedbe* 
lieve, that wherein Jn&^> way and **r way 
differ, our way is according to the mni <i£ 
Chriftandnot theirsi and this I»am rea- 
dy at any time (God afiiftih»)^<yj(«»*Wf 
to maintaioe to him> ahd fis tor my «mm 

fling fr^m w«V/ ofrdigim, I dare agda^ 
tell him, tbefe reproaches and fdttnmkt 
become him not at all. But he proceeds, 
iffo^ (faith he) isnottvery maniMiidu 
(omi into it^ and not tifon ei'trj t^fi^iftd . 
new light to rditiqmjh' it. Truly I think 
M'. C. himfelfe is bound to come into 
it, and yet I do not think that bis not fo 
doeing makes him zSchifmitich and as 
for relinquilbment I aifert no mof e, then 
wh'it be himfelfe c(fnckdss to be law- 
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^^ Aad thus Chri^Un Reader /havegivctt 
thee a briefe accowit gf all thiags oT any 
importance that / couW meet withall in 
this peatije% and 0^ many which ^rc of 
very Iktle^f thou (halt be pleaied to com- 
YVfe^mj treatise ^f.Schifme with the refij- 
tatioa of itjthcwwilt quickly fee-^ how 
ihort this is, of that which it pretends to: 
how untouched viy frincifles do abide, 
aod how the moft materiall parts ot my 
difcourfe are utterly pafled by, without 
any notice taken of them. The truth is, in 
the way chofea by this Reverend Author 
to proceed in, men may multiply writings 
JO the worlds endy Without driving any 
controvafy to an ifliie s defcanting and 
liarping on words, making except ions to 
paitiailar palTagesand the like, is an eafy 
and facile, anito fome men a fleafam la* 
hour: what fmaU Reafon our Authiir had 
JO give his book the title it bears, unleffe 
y \t were to difcover Us defigne^ I hope 
^Qth by this time appeare. Much of the 
prooiie of it li^ m the repeated ajje^era- 
ttomoiit^ it is Cb^ md it is fo* /hhe fliall bcr 
pleafed to fend me wovdoionfargumn^ 
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tending that way, that iln<$E fonnHecf ift 
an ct^ident mifiake^ I will prbmifc him, if 
/ live, a reconfidei ation of it. 
In the mean time / humbly beg of thi$ 
J Reverend Author^ that he would review 
k in the pre fence of the Lord the fram^i^ 
^ fpirit 5 wherein he wrote this charge^'^'as 
alfo that he would take into his thcngks 
all the reproaches, and all that obbauj he 
hath endeavoured to load me caufleuy and 
j ^ f^^fly withall* As for my felfe, my name, 
t reputation, and efteeme with the Chur* 
'^ ches of God, to whom he hath indeavou- 
'"^ A red to render me odious, /commit the 
'^ whole concernment of them to himi 
I whpfe prefence through grace /hav6hi- 
:\i t her to injoyed,and whdfe promife / leana 
upon, that he will never leave me norfor^ 
fake me. I fhall not complaine of my 
ufagex but what am //^of the ulagedf ma- 
ny pretious Saints and holy Churches of 
\ Jefus Chrift, to him that lives and feefi, 
any fertbcr then b v begging that it may 
not be hid to his t bargee and if fo meane i 
.perfon as /am, can in any Way be fervici^ 
ahlt to him, or to any ot the churches tbajt 
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li^ pleads for, in reference to thtGofpell 
of Ghrift, I hope my hfe will not be deare 
to me that / may effe^a it-, and /(hall not 
ceafe to pray that both he and thofe v/ho 
promoted this worke in his hand, may at 
hilgth coniider the many calls of God that 
are evident upon them, to lay afide thefe 
unfeemly animoftties^ and to endeavour a 
coalition in love^ with all thole who in 
Sincerity call upon the name of the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, their Lord and ours. 

For the difiances themfelves that are 
between us, u herein we are not as yet a- 
greed-, what is the jufi fiate ot them, the 
truth and warrantabienefTe of the princi- 
ples whereupon we proceed, with the ne-^ * 
ceffity of our fraitice in conformity 
thereunto, what we judge our Brethren 
to come fhort in, of, or wherein to go be- 
yond the mifidof Jeftis Chrift, witR t: 
mther ventilation of this bufineflc 
Schifme^ I have fome good grounds 
expectation, that poffibly ere kng we 
fee a faire difcuffion of thefe things, 
purfuit of fruth and peace. 

FINIS. 1 



\ 




7: 



I 

i 



L. 



